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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES IN INDIA 
The Hour has come; let us get going 

April - May 2026  

From Ideology to Image: Reclaiming Critical Faith 
and Prophetic Witness in an Age of Personality-

Driven Politics  

Across the world and within our own nation, politics is     

undergoing a subtle yet profound shift. Public life is moving 

away from ideological engagement and policy-based debate 

toward personality-driven narratives, where charisma often 

eclipses character, and star appeal replaces critical thinking. 

In such a climate, truth risks being shaped by popularity   

rather than discernment, and citizenship is reduced to   

spectatorship. 

For the Church, this moment demands neither withdrawal 

nor uncritical alignment, but prophetic engagement. The 

Christian faith has always called believers to love God with 

heart and mind (Matthew 22:37), affirming the place of   

critical reflection in public witness. When politics becomes 

theatre, the Church must become a space of ethical clarity—

forming consciences, nurturing informed participation, and 

resisting the seduction of unexamined loyalties. 

A Church response must therefore be rooted in discipleship 

that values truth over trend, justice over image, and          

accountability over adulation. It must equip communities to 

question, to discern, and to act responsibly in the public 

sphere. In doing so, the Church reclaims its vocation as salt 

and light (Matthew 5:13–16), bearing witness not to         

personalities, but to the transforming power of truth,        

justice, and love in society.  

Rev Dr Asir Ebenezer 

General Secretary 

In This Issue… 

→ United Voices Against FCRA 
Amendment Bill 2026  

→ NCCI and CBCI Strengthen      
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Regulations  

→ Reclaiming Dalit Histories,      
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Digital Accessibility  

→ Churches Encouraged to             
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→ Nurturing Future Leaders 
Through Ecumenical Exposure 

→ Women’s Participation in Church 
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May 27 - Bakrid / Eid-al-Adha 

May 31 - World No Tobacco Day 

June 05 - World Environment Day 

June 14 - Blood Donor Day 

June 21 - International Yoga Day 

June 21 - Fathers’ Day 

June 26 - International Day Against 

Drug Abuse and Illicit  

Trafficking 

 

“We are not called to be successful, but faithful together.” — Mother Teresa   

SIGNIFICANT DAYS 

NCCI Strongly Condemns the Ambush on Pastors and 

Church Workers in Manipur Click here 

E-Newsletter 

https://ncci1914.com/13/05/2026/10801
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LISTENING, LEARNING, AND STANDING TOGETHER: NCCI ENGAGES WITH MANIPUR CHURCH  

NEWS FROM NCCI 

A significant consultation meeting was convened in 
New Delhi on 16 April 2026 to collectively appeal for 
the complete withdrawal of the proposed FCRA 
Amendment Bill 2026, which participants described 
as draconian, anti-minority, and unconstitutional. The 
gathering brought together a wide spectrum of       
voices, including representatives from various    
Christian denominations, leaders from Muslim     
communities, civil society actors, and several    
Members of Parliament. 

Among the key participants, Rev. Dr. Asir Ebenezer, 
General Secretary, actively took part  and addressed 
the gathering. In his remarks, he underscored the    
urgency of collective resistance and called for a    
united, faith-based response to safeguard               
constitutional values, democratic freedoms, and the 
rights of marginalized communities.  

The meeting served as a platform for critical             
discussion and strategic planning, focusing on the 
implications of the proposed amendments on civil 
society, religious freedom, and constitutional rights. 
Participants expressed deep concern that the bill 
could further restrict the functioning of voluntary           
organizations and disproportionately affect minority 
communities.  

A key outcome of the consultation was the proposal 
to constitute a Joint Action Forum on Minorities,     
envisioned as a collective platform to coordinate   
advocacy, legal response, and public engagement. 
Senior advocate and Member of Parliament, Adv. P. 
Wilson, was proposed as the Chairperson of this    
forum. Speakers at the meeting emphasized the     
urgent need for united and sustained action to       
safeguard democratic values and constitutional  
guarantees. The presence of Members of Parliament 
added weight to the deliberations, reflecting growing 
concern within legislative circles.  

The presence of Members of Parliament added 
weight to the deliberations, reflecting growing         
concern within legislative circles. The consultation 
concluded with a strong and unified call to the       
Government of India to withdraw the FCRA       
Amendment Bill 2026 in its entirety and to engage in 
inclusive dialogue with stakeholders. 

BROAD-BASED CONSULTATION CALLS FOR WITHDRAWAL OF FCRA AMENDMENT BILL 2026  

Rev. Dr. Asir Ebenezer, General Secretary of the Na-
tional Council of Churches in India (NCCI), along with 
Rev. Jyothi S. Singh and Mr. Anbalagan, held a signifi-
cant meeting with the Cardinal and office bearers of 
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI). 

The interaction provided an opportunity to strengthen 
ecumenical relationships and deepen mutual under-
standing between the NCCI and the Catholic Church 
leadership in India. The leaders engaged in meaning-

ful dialogue on issues of common concern, including 
the role of the Church in the public sphere, the need 
for unity among Christian communities, and collabo-
rative responses to contemporary socio-political 
challenges. The meeting reaffirmed the commitment 
of both NCCI and CBCI to work together in fostering 
justice, peace, and the safeguarding of constitutional 
values. It also highlighted the importance of united 
Christian witness in addressing concerns affecting 
marginalized and minority communities across the 
country. 

The NCCI delegation expressed appreciation for the 
openness and hospitality extended by the Cardinal 
and CBCI leadership. Both bodies looked forward to 
continued engagement and joint initiatives in the spir-
it of ecumenical solidarity and shared mission. 

STRENGTHENING ECUMENICAL BONDS: NCCI ENGAGES CBCI OFFICE BEARERS FOR UNITED      
WITNESS  
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WOMEN CONCERNS 

As part of the global “Thursdays in Black” campaign against 
sexual harassment, rape, and all forms of violence against 
women, Women’s Concerns of NCCI carried out a weekly 
poster advocacy. Posters were released every Wednesday 
around the themes of safety in sacred places, societal and 
common places, and mothers’ Day, calling for a society 

where women and girls can live in equality, safety, and dignity. The    initiative reaffirmed NCCI’s commitment 
to gender justice and to building communities free from violence and discrimination. 

THURSDAYS IN BLACK: NCCI’S ONGOING WITNESS FOR JUSTICE  

An orientation programme on the Palestine–Israel 
crisis was conducted on 17 April 2026 at Bethel Hall, 
Church Women’s Centre, Gurukul Campus, Chennai, 
hosted by the United Evangelical Lutheran Churches 
in India (UELCI). The programme was organized as an 
initiative of the Kairos India Partnership (KIP) to equip 
staff of Christian organizations and churches with a 
deeper understanding of the Palestinian issue and its 
global implications. Around 30 participants from          
various ecumenical bodies and churches, including 
NCCI, NMSI, SCMI, CSI Diocese of Madras, TELC, 
ALC, Salvation Army, Orthodox Churches, CSI Synod, 
and UELCI, attended the programme. 

Rev. Dr. Nelavala Gnana Prasuna, Chair of Global 
Kairos Asia Pacific and South Africa, and Rev. Dr. A. 
Joshuva Peter, Executive Secretary of UELCI, shared 
greetings and encouraged participants to critically 
engage with the realities of Palestine and Israel in  
relation to struggles for justice and dignity in the               
Indian context. The orientation highlighted the                 
ongoing struggles of Palestinian communities and 
strengthened ecumenical solidarity, theological        
reflection, and commitment to justice and peace. 
Hosted by NCCI, KIP is a collective initiative of sever-
al ecumenical and theological organizations commit-
ted to dialogue, solidarity, and pastoral engagement. 

KAIROS INDIA PARTNERSHIP CONDUCTS ORIENTATION ON PALESTINE–ISRAEL CRISIS  

NCCI organized an online meeting 
on the Foreign Contribution                 
Regulation Act (FCRA) on 6 May 
2026, with nearly 100 participants 
from various institutions and      
organizations taking part. Rev. Dr. 
Asir Ebenezer, General Secretary 

of NCCI, hosted the session and       
emphasized the importance of  
understanding recent develop-
ments related to FCRA regulations 
and the proposed FCRA            
Amendment Bill 2026. The          
resource person, CA Dr. M.            
Kandaswami, shared detailed        
insights on FCRA compliance,         
recent regulatory changes, and key 
operational concerns. He               
highlighted issues related to              
foreign contribution assets and 
compliance practices that may 
impact FCRA registrations.           

Rev. Dr. Packiam T Samuel and Dr. 
Basanti Biswas, Vice Presidents of 
the NCCI also commented on the 
FCRA Amendment Bill 2026. The 
meeting also included an interac-
tive discussion on the implications 
of the proposed amendment bill, 
including concerns regarding           
Section 15 of the FCRA Act,         
government control over assets, 
and the need to balance                     
transparency with the protection 
of humanitarian and social service 
initiatives. Participants appreciat-
ed the informative session. 

FAITH, FREEDOM, AND REGULATION: NCCI DISCUSSES IMPLICATIONS OF FCRA AMENDMENTS  
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DALIT CONCERNS 

The NCCI – Commission on Dalit Concerns (NCCI-
COD), along with its constituent members and        
ecumenical partners, observed Dalit History Month 
across several cities in April 2026, reaffirming its 
commitment to justice, dignity, and the recognition of 
Dalit histories and identities. 

In Nagpur, NCCI-COD and the NCCI-Urban Rural 
Mission organized a programme on 13 April at the 
NCCI Campus, with around 35 participants reflecting 
on the undocumented contributions of Dalit                 
communities and the need for caste-justice                
advocacy within churches. 

In Chennai, on 16 April, the Student Christian      
Movement of India (North Tamil Nadu Region) and 
the CSI Diocese of Madras, in collaboration with 
NCCI-COD, held a gathering at CSI St. Mary                  
Magdalene Church, Poonamallee, attended by nearly 
150 participants. Dr. Dayanand delivered the keynote 
address on Dalit history and legacy from a Christian 
missionary perspective. Rt. Rev. Paul Ravichandran 

Francis, CSI, Bishop in Madras inaugurated the      
programme, while  Rev. Dr. Asir Ebenezer, shared 
greetings and highlighted the importance of observing 
Dalit History Month. 

On 22 April in Delhi, NCCI-COD and the YWCA of 
India hosted a programme focusing on Dalit culture, 
identity, and ongoing struggles for justice, with 
around 40 participants and panellists from Dalit or-
ganizations engaging in discussions. 

The Hyderabad observance on 30 April, organized 
with the National Dalit Christian Watch and Telanga-
na Council of Churches, brought together church 
leaders and Dalit activists to celebrate Dalit identity 
beyond caste and encourage the documentation of 
untold local histories. 
Through these nationwide observances, NCCI-COD 
emphasized the importance of reclaiming Dalit              
histories and strengthening advocacy for caste         
justice, equality, and dignity for all. 

RECLAIMING DALIT HISTORIES, RENEWING THE QUEST FOR JUSTICE  

On 24 April 2026, women gathered to observe Asia 
World Day of Prayer through a Bible study on the 
theme “The River of Life Flowing from Us.” The               
programme was hosted by the Commission on NCCI 
Women’s Concerns. 

The Bible study was led by the Indonesia Chapter, 
with Rev. Mae Hornido Bilezas facilitating the                 

session. The gathering offered a meaningful space for 
prayer, reflection, and fellowship among women,  
emphasizing the life-giving and transformative                        
presence of God in communities and ministries. 

The observance reaffirmed the shared commitment 
of women in the ecumenical movement toward                
justice, peace, and spiritual solidarity across Asia. 

LIFE-GIVING FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP MARK ASIA WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  
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NATIONAL ECUMENICAL FORUM FOR GENDER AND SEXUAL DIVERSITIES (NEFGSD) 

NCCI through the National           
Ecumenical Forum for Gender and 
Sexual Diversities, organized a 
Drop-in Centre and Ecumenical 
Community Outreach during the 
Koovagam Festival on 28–29 April 
2026, creating a visible and             
compassionate presence among 
the transgender community. 

The initiative brought together the 
United Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches in India (UELCI), CSI 

Erode–Salem Diocese, CSI Trichy–
Thanjavur Diocese, and Joseph 
Arts and Science College,             
Villupuram in a shared expression 
of service, care, and solidarity. 

As part of the outreach, 1,000            
water bottles and snacks were       
distributed to festival participants. 
Informational brochures on govern-
ment welfare schemes related to 
health, education, employment, 
and social security were also 
shared to help community mem-
bers access available support               
systems. 

Through diocesan transgender 
ministries, the team engaged 
around 30 transgender persons in 
listening conversations, reflecting 

on their journeys, struggles, faith 
experiences, and hopes. These  
interactions are expected to shape 
future pastoral accompaniment, 
advocacy, and inclusive ministry 
initiatives. 

The outreach reaffirmed the 
Church’s call to stand with                 
marginalized communities and        
embodied an ecumenical witness 
rooted in dignity, justice,                          
compassion, and belonging. 

ECUMENICAL FORA 

ECUMENICAL OUTREACH AT KOOVAGAM FESTIVAL AFFIRMS SOLIDARITY WITH TRANSPEOPLE 

YOUTH CONCERNS 

A one-day Ecumenical Youth 
Workshop on the theme “Then + 
Now = What Next” was held on 14 
April 2026 at Christ Church              
Cathedral, CNI, Jabalpur. The           
programme was jointly organized 
by the National Council of       
Churches in India (NCCI) – Com-
mission on Youth, the Commission 
on Ecumenical Fora, and the Bible 

Society of India (BSI), Jabalpur 
Auxiliary. 

Rev. Daniel Nath, Secretary of BSI 
Jabalpur Auxiliary, welcomed the 
gathering, while Rt. Rev. Ajay 
Umesh James, Bishop of Diocese 
of Jabalpur, CNI, shared greetings 
and encouraged the youth to          
recognize their role as active             
pillars of the Church and society. 
He emphasized the potential of 

young people to bring meaningful 
transformation when guided         
positively. 

Mr. Bevei Konah Simeon,                  
Programme Executive of the NCCI 
Commission on Youth, spoke on 
migration; Rev. Ribin John,                    
Executive Secretary of the                      
Commission on Ecumenical Fora, 
addressed   intergenerational                
relations; and Mr. Nelson Nag,            
Programme Executive of NCCI-
IDEA, led a session on substance 
abuse. 

The programme created a space 
for dialogue,               reflection, and 
learning among participants from         
diverse church traditions and faith 
communities. 

BUILDING BRIDGES OF HOPE THROUGH ECUMENICAL YOUTH FELLOWSHIP  
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INDIAN DISABILITY ECUMENICAL ACCOMPANIMENT (NCCI–IDEA)  

NCCI–IDEA, in collaboration with 
the CNI Jabalpur Diocese,                    
organized a Disability Inclusion 
Workshop titled “True Belonging” 
on 15 April 2026, bringing together 
24 pastors and four institutional 
heads to promote disability-
inclusive church ministry. 

The programme began with                 
reflections by Rt. Rev. Ajay Umesh 

James, Bishop of Jabalpur, and an 
introduction by Rev. Dr. Asir 
Ebenezer, General Secretary of 
NCCI. A simulation exercise led by 
Rev. Ribin John helped participants 
understand the barriers faced by 
persons with disabilities. Sessions 
addressed theology and church 
realities, disability awareness, 

myths and barriers, legal provisions 
under the RPWD Act 2016, and 
inclusive ministry models, led by 
resource persons including                  
Mr Bevei Konah Simeon and Mr. 
Nelson Nag. 

The workshop also featured a             
testimony by Mr. Vinay Rajput of 
Vikas Asha Kendra School for the 
Handicapped and a presentation 
by Rev. Daniel Nath on accessible 
resources such as Audio Bibles 
and Braille Scriptures.  

The programme emphasized             
moving from awareness to                  
intentional inclusion and highlight-
ed Vikas Asha Kendra as a model 
for disability-sensitive church             
engagement. 

REIMAGINING CHURCH SPACES: DISABILITY INCLUSION WORKSHOP INSPIRES TRANSFORMATION 

NCCI-IDEA organized its Monthly 
Fellowship for Persons with Disa-
bilities on 2 May 2026, observing 
Global Accessibility Awareness 
Day with the theme “From Pew to 
Pixels: Reimagining Inclusive 
Church in the Digital Age.” 

The programme reflected on the 
challenges persons with disabili-
ties face in accessing digital 
church spaces, including inacces-
sible websites, lack of      captions, 
and limited sign language support. 

The  fellowship was compered by 
Ms. Cathuriya, a person with visual 
impairment. 

Dr. Jacob Swamynathan, Director 
for Disability          Department, CSI 
KCD Diocese, emphasized that             
digital accessibility is a                  
fundamental right. He introduced 
practical accessibility tools such 
as screen readers, voice-enabled 
features, captioning, and               
accessible smartphone functions, 
while also discussing the                   

limitations of existing digital         
platforms and applications. 

Participants were encouraged to 
make church ministries more               
inclusive through accessible                 
formats, captions, sign language 
interpretation, and user-friendly 
digital platforms. The fellowship 
concluded with a call for churches 
to ensure that as ministry moves 
from pews to pixels, no one is left 
behind. 

“FROM PEW TO PIXELS” EXPLORES DIGITAL ACCESSIBILITY AND INCLUSIVE CHURCH MINISTRY  

NCCI-NTHF released its third Monthly Positive          
Engagement Story Poster on 4 May 2026 to promote 
compassionate and inclusive church engagement 
with persons living with HIV (PLHIV+). 
The story highlights the initiative of the Malankara     
Orthodox Syrian Church – Diocese of Madras, which 
hosted a one-day meeting of the Positive Women’s 
Network on 24 March 2026 at the Bishop’s House, 

Methanagar, Chennai. Around 50 
women living with HIV participated 
in discussions on health challenges, 
stigma, and community  support, 
with the support of church  leaders 
and health officials. 
Through this initiative, NCCI–
NTFHIV encourages churches. 

POSITIVE ENGAGEMENT STORY ENCOURAGES CHURCHES TO STAND WITH PLHIV  

NATIONAL TASK FORCE ON HIV/AIDS (NCCI-NTFH) 
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The EEF Bangalore Chapter officially launched its 
flagship “Focused Business of the Month”                 
programme during a gathering held on 2 May 2026. 
The business session, led by Mr. Sunil King, brought 
together 15 entrepreneurs for a collaborative learning 
and networking experience. 

The initiative aims to intentionally promote and 
strengthen one member’s business each month 
through referrals, networking, lead generation, and 
collective support from fellow members. Participants 
committed to actively recommending the featured 
business within their personal and professional           
circles to enhance visibility and growth. 
The programme is envisioned as a platform for                 
faith-inspired entrepreneurship, mutual encourage-
ment, and sustainable business development. While 
the initiative will eventually function as a paid                  
programme, the first two months will be offered free 
as a promotional phase to encourage participation 
and build momentum within the entrepreneurial   
community. 

ENTREPRENEURS IN MISSION: EEF BANGALORE FOSTERS COLLECTIVE BUSINESS GROWTH  

The Ecumenical Entrepreneurs Forum (EEF) chapters 
across India continued to foster faith-based              
entrepreneurship and collaborative learning through a 
series of inspiring gatherings in April 2026. 

The Nagpur Chapter met on 15 April at the NCCI 
Campus, featuring talks by Ms. Beena Mathew, TEDx 
speaker and founder of Mathew Academy, and             
Mr. Joseph Thomas, founder of Therm X. Their         
sessions encouraged participants to build                  
purpose-driven enterprises and engage in meaningful 
networking. 

On 17 April, the Mangaluru Chapter gathered at CSI 
St. Paul’s Church for a session on “Purpose Driven 
Enterprise” led by Mr. Kevin Karkade. Participants    
reflected on integrating personal calling with business 
leadership and initiated plans for stronger networking 
and mutual promotion among entrepreneurs. 

The Chennai Chapter, also meeting on 17 April at CSI 
Egmore Wesley Church, held an interactive session 
on “Vis-à-vis Capacity” led by Rev. Dr. Asir Ebenezer. 
Entrepreneurs engaged in open discussions on             
challenges, strengths, and collaborative growth. 
Meanwhile, the Thrissur Chapter met on 23 April at 
Ebenezer Mar Thoma Church for a session titled 
“Rubble to Results: The Nehemiah Story” led by                
Mr. Steve George. The gathering also featured an              
ecumenical learning session by Rev. Saju Chacko, 
strengthening fellowship and interdenominational  
understanding. Across all chapters, participants              
expressed renewed commitment to building support-
ive, faith-driven entrepreneurial communities rooted 
in fellowship, learning, and shared growth. 

FAITH, LEADERSHIP, AND INNOVATION MARK EEF CHAPTER GATHERINGS  

ECUMENICAL ENTREPRENEURS’ FELLOWSHIP (EEF) 
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The Workers Welfare Research 
and Workers Rights Forum, the Na-
tional Council of Workers, and 
more than 35 informal workers’ 
trade unions jointly organized a 
May Day observance on 1 May 
2026 at Amrut Bhavan, Sitabuldi, 

Nagpur, with support from the 
NCCI Urban Rural Mission (NCCI-
URM).  
The gathering brought together    
representatives from various              
sectors of informal labour to        
discuss key challenges affecting 
workers and to reaffirm collective 
commitment toward labour justice 
and dignity. Major discussions    
focused on labour welfare            
research and the need for evidence
-based policy interventions,     

workplace safety measures for   
informal     workers, the challenges 
faced by women workers including 
wage disparity and lack of social                    
security, and concerns over 
“jobless growth” where economic 
development has not resulted in 
adequate employment opportuni-
ties. The programme concluded 
with a renewed commitment from 
unions and organizations to contin-
ue      advocating for workers’ rights,           
dignity, and equitable labour      
conditions for all. 

NCCI URBAN RURAL MISSION (URM) 

NEWS FROM AUTONOMOUS BODIES 

MAY DAY 2026 OBSERVED IN NAGPUR WITH FOCUS ON WORKERS’ RIGHTS AND WELFARE  

NCCI continues to provide meaningful learning       
opportunities for students through its internship and 
practical exposure programmes, enabling young 
leaders to engage with ecumenical ministry, social 
realities, and community engagement. 

Mr. Lamgunhao Chongloi from   
Taphou Kuki, Kangpokpi district, 
Manipur, currently pursuing his   
final year Bachelor of Divinity (BD) 
at  Master’s College of Theology, 
Visakhapatnam, is serving as an 

intern at NCCI. A member of the Kuki Christian 
Church, Taphou, he hopes to broaden his                   
understanding of ministry and organizational work 
through this practical exposure. 

Dn. Sanu Simon, a third-year BD student from      
Dharma Jyoti Vidya Peeth Thrissur, Kerala, is             
undertaking his Summer Practical Exposure at the 
NCCI Delhi office. During the programme, he will    

interact with NCCI staff, visited 
various organizations, and gained 
exposure to administrative work, 
ecumenical ministries, and       
community-based initiatives. He 
described the experience as        

valuable in strengthening his practical understanding 
of theology and social service. 

PARRE Shomron Raju, a  theological 
student from Guntur, Andhra        
Pradesh, and a member of the      
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (AELC), has come to get 
practical exposure in NCCI.          
Currently in his final year of BD at Master’s College of 
Theology, Visakhapatnam. Through the internship, he 
is exploring how churches can work together across 
denominational boundaries to address contemporary 
social challenges. 

NURTURING FUTURE LEADERS THROUGH ECUMENICAL EXPOSURE  

IPC has invited applications for its 
Peace/Climate Justice Internship 
Programme beginning in July 2026. 
The programme seeks two interns 
passionate about peacebuilding, 

ecology, climate justice, and social 
transformation. Open to Master’s 
and PhD students or graduates, 
the internship offers practical ex-
posure in research, programme 

coordination, content writing, web-
site development, and outreach 
initiatives. Interested candidates 
may apply by submitting their CV 
through the  link: Application Form 

INDIA PEACE CENTRE (IPC) 

INDIA PEACE CENTRE INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR PEACE AND CLIMATE JUSTICE INTERNSHIPS  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdNUY4qioGkmmowcp4vJVBab7ipHa_lKGUXOCNL6rKtwKF0gg/viewform?fbclid=IwY2xjawRvELFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETEyeDFBY1lVcGl4a0M2S3Noc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHg5lUytrg88Vu59Fj-AlJ6P2veAwTgBhlKERAUwMpMbIqbjwnVX
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ATTWI MEET ENCOURAGES WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN CHURCH AND SOCIETY  

ASSOCIATION OF THEOLOGICALLY TRAINED WOMEN OF INDIA 

NEWS FROM ALL INDIA CHRISTIAN ORGANISATION 

The North India Region II Meet and Greet of the        
Association of Theologically Trained Women in India 
(ATTWI) was held on 29 April 2026 at Ellisbridge CNI 
Church, Ahmedabad, Gujarat. The gathering brought 
together women theologians, ministers, and church 
leaders for fellowship, reflection, and planning.        
Coordinated by Rev. Minal under the leadership of    

Rt. Rev. Silvanus S. Christian, the programme created 
a space for strengthening relationships and                   
encouraging women in ministry and mission.             
Ms. Elizabeth Giri, Coordinator, Region II welcomed 
the gathering, followed by prayers and worship.  

Rev. Hazel Amin led the Bible study, while Ms. Smriti 
Priyansha shared insights on the role and significance 
of ATTWI in empowering women in theological                 
education and church leadership. Rev. Anita Khristi 
conducted a session on stress management,               
focusing on emotional and spiritual well-being in  
ministry. The gathering concluded with planning              
discussions, a vote of thanks by Ms. Elizabeth Giri, 
and the benediction by Rev. Siyona Ben. 

Rev Dr Asir Ebenezer, General Secretary of NCCI and 
Secretaries of the National Council of YMCAs of India 
on Monday, 11 May 2026, at the YMCA office in New 
Delhi. 

The meeting focused on strengthening ecumenical 
collaboration and exploring possible joint initiatives 
at both regional and national levels. Discussions           
included opportunities for partnership in areas of 
youth engagement, social justice, community                  
development, leadership formation, and public                
witness. 
The interaction reaffirmed the shared commitment of 
NCCI and the National Council of YMCAs to work  
together in addressing contemporary social challeng-
es through united ecumenical action and collective 
ministry. 

NCCI AND NATIONAL COUNCIL OF YMCAS EXPLORE JOINT INITIATIVES  

YOUNG MEN CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 

The Bible Society of India (BSI), 
Kerala Auxiliary, organized a spe-
cial Thanksgiving Fellowship of 
Church Heads across Kerala in 

commemoration of “70 Years of 
the Word in Kerala.”  
The gathering brought together 
church leaders from various de-
nominations in a spirit of thanks-
giving, fellowship, and ecumenical 
unity.  
The event celebrated the enduring 
ministry of Bible translation,                 
publication, and distribution in   

Kerala over the past seven dec-
ades, acknowledging the trans-
formative role of the Scriptures in 
the life and witness of the Church. 
The fellowship also reaffirmed the 
shared commitment of churches 
to continue proclaiming and living 
out the Gospel message in unity 
and service. 

BSI KERALA AUXILIARY: “70 YEARS OF THE WORD IN KERALA”  

BIBLE SOCIETY OF INDIA 
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The World Council of Churches (WCC) has called for 
global artificial intelligence (AI) governance rooted in 
human rights, accountability, and equal benefit for all 
people. In a recent submission to the United Nations 
Global Dialogue on AI Governance, the WCC                    
emphasized the urgent need for safe, transparent, 
and trustworthy AI systems that protect vulnerable 
communities and uphold human dignity. 

The submission highlighted concerns related to bias, 
job displacement, misinformation, cultural and                 
linguistic erasure, environmental harm, and                             

inadequate safeguards for children, women, and 
marginalized populations. The WCC also stressed 
the importance of transparency, human oversight, 
and equitable distribution of AI’s economic benefits. 

Calling for stronger participation of faith communities 
in global AI discussions, the WCC urged governments 
and international bodies to ensure that technological 
advancement serves justice, peace, and the common 
good rather than deepening inequality and exclusion. 
Read more 

WCC URGES ETHICAL AI GOVERNANCE ROOTED IN HUMAN DIGNITY AND JUSTICE  

WORLD COUCNIL OF CHURCHES (WCC) 

NEWS FROM ECUMENICAL PARTNERS 

More than 200 young Christians from across Asia and 
beyond gathered in Chiang Mai, Thailand, for the Fifth 
Asian Ecumenical Youth Assembly (AEYA 2026),         
organized by the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) 
from 17–21 April 2026 under the theme “Break Every 
Yoke” (Isaiah 58:6). 

At the close of the assembly, participants adopted a 
communiqué affirming their commitment to confront 
injustice and become agents of transformation in 
their churches and societies. The youth reflected on 
pressing concerns affecting Asian communities,               
including mental health struggles, economic in              
equality, migration, political repression, ecological 

crises, and the growing influence of digital systems 
on            human relationships and critical awareness. 

The assembly provided a platform for young people 
to share experiences, engage in theological                   
reflection, and strengthen ecumenical solidarity 
across cultures and contexts. Participants                  
emphasized the need for justice, accountability,            
intergenerational leadership, and inclusive participa-
tion within both church and society. 

The gathering concluded with a renewed call for 
Asian churches and youth movements to work        
together in promoting peace, justice, liberation, and 
transformative discipleship in the region. Read more 

ASIAN YOUTH COMMIT TO “BREAK EVERY YOKE” AT FIFTH ASIAN ECUMENICAL YOUTH ASSEMBLY  

CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE OF ASIA (CCA)  

The Executive Committee of the World Communion 
of Reformed Churches (WCRC) met in Hannover, 
Germany, from 4 May 2026 for worship, discernment, 
and strategic planning. Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia 
Thompson, President of WCRC, encouraged partici-
pants to remain hopeful and resilient amid global 
challenges, while Rev. Philip Vinod Peacock, General 
Secretary, presented updates on the communion’s 
recent witness and ministries. 

A key focus of the meeting was the development of 
the WCRC strategic plan for the next seven years, 
with discussions centered on justice, mission, and 
strengthening global communion. 

The gathering also reaffirmed commitments to ecu-
menical solidarity and transformative Christian wit-
ness through engagement with German church and 
ecumenical partners. Read more 

WCRC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETS FOR STRATEGIC PLANNING AND GLOBAL WITNESS  

WORLD COMMUNION OF REFORMED CHURCHES (WCRC) 

https://www.oikoumene.org/news/wcc-calls-for-ai-governance-based-on-human-rights-and-equal-benefits-for-all
https://www.cca.org.hk/news/asian-youth-commit-break-every-yoke-and-rise-agents-transformation-close-fifth-aeya
https://wcrc.eu/wcrc-excomm-may2026/
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Click here 

https://ncci1914.com/civil-service-coaching-program/

