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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES IN INDIA 
The Hour has come; let us get going 

March - April 2026  

From Constitutional Promise to Public Witness in 
the Spirit of Ambedkar  

As the Church and country observes Ambedkar Jayanthi, we 
do so not only in remembrance of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, but 
in renewed commitment to the constitutional vision he         
bequeathed to this nation—a vision rooted in justice,                 
liberty, equality, and fraternity. We are compelled to ask a 
troubling question: What remains of the Constitution when 
minorities are denied its protection? For the Church, this is 
not a distant political ideal; it is deeply aligned with the 
Gospel call to stand with the oppressed, protect human            
dignity, and resist every form of exclusion. 

Today, we witness with deep concern the growing denial of 
constitutional rights to minorities in India. The freedoms of 
faith, expression, association, and democratic participation 
are increasingly under strain. When minority communities 
live in fear, when dissent is silenced, and when institutions 
serving the vulnerable are constrained, the promise of the 
Constitution is wounded. 

In this context, the proposed changes to the FCRA                  
framework call for serious discernment. While accountabil-
ity is necessary, any law that restricts the life-giving work of 
churches, faith-based institutions, and civil society among 
the poor and marginalised must be approached with                 
caution. The Church cannot remain silent when legal struc-
tures risk becoming tools that weaken justice and solidarity. 

The Church cannot honour Ambedkar in ceremony and 
abandon him in public witness. This is the time to speak, to 
resist, and to reclaim the Constitution as a covenant of              
justice for all—especially for those pushed to the margins.  

Rev Dr Asir Ebenezer 

General Secretary 

In This Issue… 

→ Listening, Learning, and 
Standing Together 

→ An Intercultural Pilgrimage 

→ Anti-Caste Witness in the 
Church 

→ Beyond Inclusion Toward     
Belonging 

→ From Awareness to   Inclusion 

→ Inclusive Easter Witness 

→ Standing with PLHIV 

→ Strengthening Network 
through EEF 

→ Stories of Strength and         
Solidarity 

→ Supporting Dignity in Relief 
Camps 

→ Ecological Consciousness for a 
Just Future 

→ Easter Witness of Hope and 
Peace 

→ A New Chapter in Northeast 
Ecumenism 

→ A Call to Protect Freedom of 
Faith 

Apr 22 - World Earth Day 

Apr 29 - ATTWI Gujarat Meet 

May 01 - International Labour Day 

May 15 - Global Accessibility    

Awareness Day 

May 17 - International Day against 

Trans/Bio/Homophobia 

 

“Ecumenism is not an option. It is an imperative of the gospel.” — Olav Fykse Tveit  

SIGNIFICANT DAYS 

NCCI’s Open Letter to Parliamentarians on FCRA        

Amendment Bill 2026 Click here 

E-Newsletter 

Click here 
NCCI - Ambedkar 
Jayanti Message 

https://ncci1914.com/2026/03/31/an-open-letter-to-the-parliamentarians/
https://ncci1914.com/2026/04/14/the-challenge-of-being-found-worthy-to-carry-forward-the-legacy-of-babasaheb/
https://ncci1914.com/2026/04/14/the-challenge-of-being-found-worthy-to-carry-forward-the-legacy-of-babasaheb/
https://ncci1914.com/2026/04/14/the-challenge-of-being-found-worthy-to-carry-forward-the-legacy-of-babasaheb/
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NCCI hosted two meaningful interactions at its       
National Office in New Delhi during March 2026,    
reaffirming its continued solidarity with communities 
affected by the ongoing ethnic conflict in Manipur and 
its commitment to responsive accompaniment,     
relief, and rehabilitation. 

Kuki-Zo Pastor Letlal Haokip and Pastor                   
Sumrengchung Hmangte visited the NCCI National 
Office, on 11 March 2026,  where they were received 
by the NCCI staff along with the General Secretary, 
Rev. Dr. Asir Ebenezer. The interaction focused on 
the humanitarian response and relief efforts               
undertaken in the aftermath of the Manipur ethnic 
conflict by NCCI–CSA, LWSIT, and India Peace     
Centre (IPC). Discussions highlighted both                 
immediate humanitarian assistance and the ongoing 
processes of long-term recovery and sustainable    
rehabilitation. The pastors also shared their               
experiences and contributions in extending relief and 
support during the crisis. 

Further strengthening this engagement, on 13 March 
2026, the Kuki Students’ Organization (KSO), Delhi, 
led by its President along with fellow members,       
visited the NCCI National Office. The interaction    

centred on the immediate needs of Internally          
Displaced People (IDPs) in Delhi, particularly those 
affected by the Manipur violence. The discussion     
also explored opportunities through the Vedhik Civil 
Service Club for UPSC aspirants, while also              
envisioning future collaboration in organising          
programmes together, especially workshops           
focusing on mental health and well-being. These    
interactions offered important spaces for listening, 
sharing, and collective discernment. They also        
reflected NCCI’s ongoing commitment to accompany 
conflict-affected communities through relief,           
rehabilitation, advocacy, and meaningful partner-
ships that respond to both immediate needs and long
-term aspirations. 

LISTENING, LEARNING, AND STANDING TOGETHER: NCCI ENGAGES WITH MANIPUR CHURCH  

NEWS FROM NCCI 

NCCI hosted two meaningful interactions at its       
National Office in New Delhi during March 2026,    
reaffirming its continued solidarity with communities 
affected by the ongoing ethnic conflict in Manipur and 
its commitment to responsive accompaniment,     
relief, and rehabilitation. 

Kuki-Zo Pastor Letlal Haokip and Pastor                   
Sumrengchung Hmangte visited the NCCI National 
Office, on 11 March 2026,  where they were received 
by the NCCI staff along with the General Secretary, 
Rev. Dr. Asir Ebenezer. The interaction focused on 
the humanitarian response and relief efforts               
undertaken in the aftermath of the Manipur ethnic 
conflict by NCCI–CSA, LWSIT, and India Peace     
Centre (IPC). Discussions highlighted both                 

immediate humanitarian assistance and the ongoing 
processes of long-term recovery and sustainable    
rehabilitation. The pastors also shared their               
experiences and contributions in extending relief and 
support during the crisis. 

Further strengthening this engagement, on 13 March 
2026, the Kuki Students’ Organization (KSO), Delhi, 
led by its President along with fellow members,       
visited the NCCI National Office. The interaction    
centred on the immediate needs of Internally          
Displaced People (IDPs) in Delhi, particularly those 
affected by the Manipur violence. The discussion     
also explored opportunities through the Vedhik Civil 
Service Club for UPSC aspirants, while also              
envisioning future collaboration in organising          
programmes together, especially workshops           
focusing on mental health and well-being. These    
interactions offered important spaces for listening, 
sharing, and collective discernment. They also        
reflected NCCI’s ongoing commitment to accompany 
conflict-affected communities through relief,           
rehabilitation, advocacy, and meaningful partner-
ships that respond to both immediate needs and long
-term aspirations. 

LISTENING, LEARNING, AND STANDING TOGETHER: NCCI ENGAGES WITH MANIPUR CHURCH  

NCCI recently organised an Exposure Programme in 
Nagpur for international students from the Henry 
Martyn Institute (HMI), offering a meaningful journey 
of faith, culture, interfaith dialogue, and grassroots 
engagement from mid-February to March 2026. The 
programme included Ms. Putri A. D. Manae 
Sampebua from Indonesia and Mr. Liviwe M.          
Ndabambi from South Africa, whose participation 
brought a rich intercultural dimension to the             
experience. Through orientation sessions, church   
visits, and interactions with ministries such as All 
Saints Church, Deenabandhu Ministry, and a Deaf 
Church, they gained insights into Indian church life 
and inclusive ministry. 

A key highlight was the programme’s emphasis on 
interfaith learning and cultural exchange, with visits 
to the Dragon Palace Temple, a Gurudwara, a Parsi 
cultural committee, and Hindu temples. Their                    

participation in Holi added a joyful experience of               
cultural sharing and friendship. The students also    
visited self-help groups at Anand Theatre and                    
Somalwada. Engagements with the India Peace               
Centre (IPC) and other community initiatives further 
deepened their understanding of justice, dignity, and 
grassroots social action. The programme reflected 
the ongoing collaboration between HMI and NCCI. It 
was thoughtfully coordinated by Ms. Neelam                  
Gaikwad and Mr. Bevei S. Konah. 

AN INTERCULTURAL PILGRIMAGE OF FAITH FRIENDSHIP AND SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT  



 3 

 March - April 2026  NCCI E-Newsletter 
WOMEN CONCERNS 

As part of the global “Thursdays in Black”        
campaign against sexual harassment, rape, and 
all forms of violence against women, Women’s 
Concerns of NCCI carried out a weekly poster 
advocacy.  Posters were released every Wednes-
day around the themes of equality, International 
Women’s Day, and betrayal during Passion Week, 

calling for a society where women and girls can live in equality, safety, and     dignity. The initiative reaffirmed 
NCCI’s commitment to gender justice and to building communities free from violence and discrimination.  

THURSDAYS IN BLACK: NCCI’S ONGOING WITNESS FOR JUSTICE  

DALIT CONCERNS 

During Holy Week (Passion Week), the Dalit Concerns of NCCI released a series of posters featuring             
powerful quotes and statements from activists and movements that challenge caste discrimination in the 
Church. The initiative sought to connect the Passion Week with the continuing struggle against caste             
oppression, while calling churches to renew their commitment to  justice, equality, and the dignity of all. 
Through this creative advocacy, NCCI–Dalit Concerns reaffirmed its prophetic witness against caste and its 
call for an inclusive and liberative Church.  

PASSION WEEK POSTERS AMPLIFY ANTI-CASTE WITNESS IN THE CHURCH  

INDIAN DISABILITY ECUMENICAL ACCOMPANIMENT (NCCI–IDEA)  

The NCCI– IDEA has invited all member churches to meaningfully observe World 
Down Syndrome Day on 21 March 2026, joining the global observance under the 
theme “Together Against Loneliness.” This year’s theme draws attention to an im-
portant reality: while children and persons with Down syndrome may be physically 
present in families, congregations, and communities, true inclusion requires much 
more than visibility. It calls for intentional efforts to cultivate understanding, friend-
ship, acceptance, and a genuine sense of belonging. As part of this year’s ob-
servance, NCCI-IDEA is encouraging churches to use Sunday School as a creative 
and formative space for building awareness among children. Churches are invited to 
introduce children to the story of Mia, a girl with Down syndrome, through multilin-
gual audio resources or by reading the story aloud during Sunday School sessions. 
The story of Mia and related educational resources have been made available 

through the NCCI-IDEA online platform, along with additional materials on Down syndrome, to support 
churches in planning meaningful observances and awareness activities. By engaging children in these con-
versations, NCCI-IDEA hopes to inspire faith communities to become spaces where children and persons 
with Down syndrome experience not isolation, but friendship and belonging. Click for Resource material 

ECUMENICAL FORA 

BEYOND INCLUSION TOWARD BELONGING ON WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Z2Z6BOb0U_KLlEavJKVMOguE_4wB9d4I


 4 

 March - April 2026  NCCI E-Newsletter 

NCCI-IDEA observed 
World Autism Awareness 
Day on 2 April 2026, join-
ing the global call to 
affirm the dignity and 
worth of autistic persons 
under the theme “Autism 
and Humanity – Every 
Life Has Value.” 

As part of the                   
observance, NCCI-IDEA 
disseminated a specially 
prepared poster carrying 

a QR code and a link to online resources, enabling 
member churches and ecumenical partners to              
access materials designed to strengthen ministry 
among autistic children, youth, and their families. 

The resources were developed to equip churches 
with both awareness and practical tools for                       
inclusion. They focused on nurturing communities of 
care by promoting informed and compassionate               
responses to autism within congregational life. In 
particular, the materials highlighted practical ministry 
approaches such as trained leadership, buddy                       
systems, safe and sensory-considerate spaces, and 
sustained family support, helping churches move 
from awareness to meaningful accompaniment. 

Through this initiative, NCCI-IDEA emphasized that 
autism must not be viewed through the lens of deficit 
or exclusion, but through the recognition of the 
strengths, gifts, dignity, and humanity of autistic                  
persons. The observance served as a reminder that 
the church is called to be a space where all persons 
are received with respect, supported with sensitivity, 
and included with intentionality. Click for Resource 

FROM AWARENESS TO INCLUSION FOR AUTISTIC PERSONS AND FAMILIES  

As part of its continuing 
commitment to disability
-inclusive ministry, NCCI
-IDEA organised its 
monthly online fellow-
ship for persons with    
disabilities on 4 April 
2026, as a special Easter 
observance marked by 
worship, reflection, and 
shared learning. 

The programme featured 
an Easter song and       

intercessory prayer by the Deaf Church Fellowship, 

Vijayawada, presented through an Indian Sign        
Language interpreter. Dn. Abel Punnoose, Deacon of 
the Believers Eastern Church in Kerala, shared the 
Easter message, emphasizing that all persons are 
created in the image of God and called to be active 
members of the Body of Christ. In his reflection, the 
speaker highlighted the urgent need for churches to 
move beyond stigma, prejudice, and limiting             
stereotypes that continue to marginalise persons 
with disabilities. The message called congregations 
to become spaces of acceptance, participation,     
dignity, and belonging, where persons with                
disabilities are not treated as passive recipients of 
care, but recognised as equal members of the faith 
community with gifts, leadership, and vocation. 

INCLUSIVE EASTER WITNESS THROUGH FELLOWSHIP AND REFLECTION  

NCCI-NTHF released the Positive Engagement Story 
of the United Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India 
(UELCI), one of the constituent members of NCCI, 
along with a poster carrying a QR code that provides 
access to information on the church’s positive       
contribution to the lives of people living with HIV 
(PLHIV) and their communities.  
This initiative highlighted the compassionate and 
transformative ministry of the UELCI in                        
accompanying PLHIV and their families. By sharing 

this story, NCCI-NTHF sought 
to encourage other NCCI                
constituent churches to engage 
more intentionally in ministry 
with people living with HIV and 
their families, affirming dignity, 
care, and justice in the life of the 
church.  Click for the Story 

POSITIVE ENGAGEMENT STORY ENCOURAGES CHURCHES TO STAND WITH PLHIV  

NATIONAL TASK FORCE ON HIV/AIDS (NCCI-NTFH) 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1J-1z_8aU56d4ynOpVN7r56CFz1oH0F9-
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1z2SfD1sPl7kq_3ysTCsKOiIC4bZ21f5D?usp=sharing
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The Ecumenical Entrepreneurs Forum (EEF) held 
chapter meetings in Nagpur, Chennai, and Mangaluru 
during March 2026, bringing together Christian         
entrepreneurs for learning, fellowship, and mutual 
encouragement. The gatherings reflected EEF’s      
continuing commitment to nurture entrepreneurship 
that is innovative, collaborative, and socially             
responsible. 

The EEF Nagpur Chapter, gathered on 18 March 2026,  
featured Mr. Avnish Thakre, a manufacturer of sani-
tary pad machines, who shared an engaging session 
on his business and products. A key highlight of his 
presentation was the importance of menstrual        
hygiene awareness, where he explained how sanitary 
pads work, shared important facts, and emphasized 
the need to break stigma and sensitise communities. 
He encouraged initiatives in schools, colleges, and 
workplaces to ensure access to sanitary products for 
women, and also introduced a mosquito fogging      
machine, underlining its significance for public health. 

The EEF Chennai Chapter, monthly meeting held on 
20 March 2026, included a session by Mr. Alexander 
Thomas, Creative Director, on the theme “Know 
Branding,” while Rev. Dr. Asir Ebenezer spoke on 
“Representing Each Other Together.”  

The core group of the Chennai chapter visited the CSI 
Bishop to promote the vision and ministry of EEF 
within the CSI Madras Diocese. The meeting served 
as an opportunity to introduce the forum’s mission of 
encouraging Christian entrepreneurs through fellow-
ship, learning, and mutual support. The visit also 
sought to strengthen collaboration with the CSI 
Madras Diocese and explore ways of expanding en-

trepreneurial engagement within the church. The in-
teraction reflected a shared interest in nurturing en-
terprise, fellowship, and meaningful participation in 
the life and witness of the church. 

The EEF Mangaluru Chapter, that met on 27 March 
2026, featured Mr. Adolf Jayathilak of Dolfarms Cold 
Store, who shared on the theme “Start Anytime.” To-
gether, these chapter meetings encouraged members 
to deepen their entrepreneurial vision while strength-
ening ecumenical fellowship and shared learning. 
Through the these efforts of Ecumenical Entrepre-
neurs Forum, NCCI continues to strengthen entrepre-
neurial fellowship, mutual support, and collaborative 
engagement among Christian entrepreneurs, while 
building meaningful partnerships with churches and 
dioceses for a wider and more impactful witness.  

STRENGTHENING NETWORKS THROUGH ECUMENICAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP  

ECUMENICAL ENTREPRENEURS’ FELLOWSHIP (EEF) 
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NEWS FROM CHRISTIAN SERVICE AGENCY (CSA)  

NCCI organised an exposure visit on 31 March 2026 
for international students participating in its exposure 
programme. Ms. Putri A. D. Manae Sampebua from 
Indonesia of the Presbyterian Church and Mr. Liviwe 
M. Ndabambi from South Africa of the Moravian 
Church visited two Self Help Groups in Nagpur as 
part of the learning experience. Accompanied by staff 
team members Mr. Rajesh Jadhav and Mr. Sanjay 
Wankhede, the students visited one Self Help Group 
at Anand Theatre and  another at Somalwada. The 
visit provided them with an opportunity to interact 
closely with working  women and listen to their       inspiring stories of resilience, collective effort, and 

economic empowerment.  

EXPOSURE VISIT INSPIRES STUDENTS THROUGH WOMEN’S STORIES OF STRENGTH AND SOLIDARITY  

CSA distributed 
10 gas kits in 
Imphal on 19 
March 2026 as 
part of its         
continuing sup-
port for families  
living in camps 

to uncover and get on with their life. The initiative was 

undertaken to assist displaced and vulnerable          
communities by addressing essential household 
needs in the relief camps. As a continuation of this 
relief initiative, four more gas kits were scheduled to 
be distributed on 20 March 2026 in another relief 
camp in Imphal. Through such timely interventions, 
the CSA continues to offer compassionate                        
accompaniment and practical support to those in 
need.  

SUPPORTING DIGNITY IN IMPHAL RELIEF CAMPS THROUGH GAS KIT DISTRIBUTION  

The Academy on Ecology was inaugurated in           
Bhubaneswar, Odisha, bringing together 25 young 
participants from institutions and universities across 
India for a five-day intensive programme on climate 
change, climate justice, and ecological sustainability. 
The sessions focus on climate mitigation, adaptation, 
resilience, migration, climate and gender, just energy 
transition, sustainable farming, waste management, 
and the land-water-food nexus. 

The inaugural session featured reflections by                     
Rev Dr. Asir Ebenezer, Joerg Ostermann Ohno, and 
Dr. Rabindra Garada, who highlighted the urgency of 
climate justice, community-based action, biodiversi-
ty concerns, and inclusive ecological learning.                 
Ms. Ompriya Rath introduced the objectives of the 
Academy, emphasizing the importance of integrating 
Indigenous knowledge and modern practices for              
sustainable climate solutions. Read more 

INDIA PEACE CENTRE (IPC) 

NEWS FROM AUTONOMOUS BODIES 

NURTURING ECOLOGICAL CONSCIOUSNESS FOR A JUST FUTURE  

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1CaarT6CUz/
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NEWS FROM CONSTITUENT MEMBERS  

Churches across the city gathered 
on Easter Sunday to pray for peace 
in a world increasingly burdened 
by conflict. The celebrations             
carried a strong message of                
personal faith and of finding the 
hope of resurrection within local 
communities, even amid global 
unrest. Rt. Rev. Dr. Paritosh       
Canning, Moderator of the Church 

of North India and Bishop of the 
Calcutta Diocese, shared a       
powerful Easter message,      
affirming that the path to Christ is 
direct and personal. He reminded 
the faithful that no mediator is 
needed to reach Jesus,                       
emphasising that every believer 
can speak to Christ personally in 
faith and prayer. The report also 
noted that NCCI General Secretary 
Rev. Dr. Asir Ebenezer reflected on 
the distress caused by reports that 
Good Friday and Maundy Thursday 
observances were not allowed in 
Jerusalem, calling churches to    

encounter Easter not as a distant 
event of history but as a present 
hope amid violence, fear, and 
suffering. The spirit of Easter was 
also visible in Howrah, where an 
Easter rally and procession led by 
Bishop  Canning brought together 
members of St. Luke’s Church and 
St. Thomas’ Church Pastorates. 
Read more 

EASTER WITNESS CALLS CHURCHES TO HOPE AND PEACE  

In a recent media briefing at      
Pampady Dayara, His Holiness 
Baselios Marthoma Mathews III the 

Catholicos of the Malankara 
Church expressed serious concern 
over the recent amendments to the 
FCRA Amendment Bill 2026, stat-
ing that the new   restrictions are 
severely affecting the social and 
humanitarian ministries of Chris-
tian institutions in India.  

He noted that the Church has long 
used foreign contributions lawfully 
for education, healthcare, and    

outreach ministries, but new       
restrictions and blocked FCRA    
accounts are hindering this work. 

 The Church called on the Central 
Government to urgently review the 
policy, restore blocked accounts, 
ensure transparency in renewals, 
and protect the rights of minority 
institutions to continue their        
service ministries without             
discrimination. Know more 

MALANKARA CHURCH RAISES CONCERN OVER FCRA RESTRICTIONS  

MALANKARA CHURCH  

The YWCA of Delhi organised the 
Thrive Music Festival on 14 March 
2026 in New Delhi on the occasion 
of International Women’s Day, un-

der the theme “Created to Rise.” 
Mr. Bevei Konah Simeon,              
Programme Executive – Commis-
sion on Youth, NCCI, was invited to 
serve as one of the judges,             
supporting this vibrant youth               
initiative. The festival brought to-
gether young people to celebrate 
rights, justice, and action through 
art and music, encouraging them to 

share their stories, strength, and 
journeys. The programme featured 
competitions in solo singing, rap 
and poetry, folk music, and group 
song performances. Participants 
from diverse communities across            
different regions of the country, 
including persons with disabilities, 
took part in the event, reflecting its 
inclusive spirit.  

THRIVE MUSIC FESTIVAL CELEBRATES YOUTH VOICES AND INCLUSION  

YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION (YWCA)  

CHURCH OF NORTH INDIA 

https://epaper.telegraphindia.com/calcutta-edition/29/2026-04-06/page-7/article-230528615.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sxSkpOfWzxs
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The North East India Christian 
Council (NEICC) has appointed 
Rev. Dr. Meyu Changkiri as its   
General Secretary for the term 
2026–2030. With this appoint-
ment, he becomes the first person 

from the Naga Community to serve 
as the full-time General    Secretary 
of the Council since its formation in 
1937. Rev. Dr. Changkiri is                     
currently  serving as Pastor of Ao 
Baptist Arogo, Shillong, where he 
has ministered for the past 18 
years. He is also actively engaged 
in theological education and       
Christian leadership in the region, 
serving as Chairman of the Board 
of Governors of Clark Theological 
College, Aolijen, Mokokchung, a 
member of the NEICC Trust       
Management Committee, and 

Treasurer of Serving in Mission 
(North East India). According to the 
report, Rev. Dr. Changkiri will be 
formally installed during the 5th 
Biennial Assembly of NEICC, to be 
hosted by the Garo Baptist        
Convention at Resubelpara near 
Tura, Meghalaya, from 21–24 May 
2026, while the formal handing 
over of charge is scheduled for 1 
July 2026. NCCI extends its warm 
greetings and prayers, wishing  
Rev. Dr. Changkiri God’s wisdom 
and strength in this significant ecu-
menical responsibility. Read more 

SHARED REFLECTION AND PLANNING FOR GREATER SOCIAL IMPACT  

ECUMENICAL CHURCH LOAN FUND - INDIA (ECLOF) 

NEWS FROM ALL INDIA CHRISTIAN ORGANISATION 

The ECLOF Board Meeting was held on 27 March 2026. The meeting was 
chaired by Rev Dr Pakiam T Samuel, Chaiperson of ECLOF-India. The meeting 
provided an important space for reflection and planning, reaffirming a shared 
commitment to strengthening the institution’s role in promoting sustainable 
and meaningful service to the marginalised communities all over the country. 

A NEW CHAPTER IN NORTHEAST ECUMENICAL WITNESS  

NORTH EAST INDIA CHRISTIAN COUNCIL (NEICC)  

NEWS FROM REGIONAL COUNCILS 

REVIVING CHRISTIAN PUBLIC WITNESS THROUGH CHRISTIAN UNION OF INDIA  

CHRISTIAN UNION OF INDIA (CUI) 

NCCI convened a planning       
meeting on 28 March 2026 to     
revive the Christian Union of India 
(CUI), a lay-led platform originally 
founded by     Dr. J. R. Chandran in 
the 1960s. The virtual meeting 
brought together 18 participants to 
explore ways of renewing             
prophetic Christian witness in the 
context of rising religious polarisa-
tion. The meeting was opened by 
Rev. Dr. Asir Ebenezer, while      

Rev. Vincent Rajkumar shared the 
historical vision of CUI as a         
platform to strengthen the 
Church’s engagement with socio-
political realities. Mr. Arun 
Amirtham highlighted the urgency 
of Christian public witness, draw-
ing attention to increasing violence 
against Christians and other minor-
ity communities in recent years. 
Participants stressed the im-
portance of youth engagement, dig-
ital outreach, regional representa-

tion, and multi-faith solidarity. The 
meeting also discussed the need 
for founding documents and a stra-
tegic plan, while proposals were 
made for political   literacy pro-
grammes, policy engagement, and 
leadership development. A nine-
member core team was proposed 
to prepare the foundational docu-
ments and grassroots civic for-
mation initiatives for the revival of 
CUI. 

https://morungexpress.com/rev-dr-meyu-changkiri-appointed-as-new-neicc-general-secretary?fbclid=IwY2xjawRJLPBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFmVlZTVmVnSHNqZEtxT3R6c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHv1OW5yiIycHFghO78Yy529NjbeiAymYvs4ygi_RPcP5o8Q6GybtsSjpxeU__a
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WCC has urged churches worldwide to renew their 
commitment to justice, peace, and international    
cooperation amid what it described as a profound 
global geopolitical crisis. The call was made by Peter 
Prove, Director of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs (CCIA), during a lecture in              
Barranquilla, Colombia, on 27 February 2026.  

He called on churches not to yield to hopelessness, 
but to respond with renewed ecumenical unity,           
strategic engagement, and stronger interfaith dia-
logue, affirming that in a time of fragmentation and 
confrontation, the churches are called to embody 
unity, dialogue, and solidarity in the world. Read more 

WCC CALLS CHURCHES TO RECLAIM MORAL LEADERSHIP  

WORLD COUCNIL OF CHURCHES (WCC) 

WCRC has issued an appeal for justice and                  
protection for underage girls in Pakistan, raising            
concern over the continued vulnerability of minor 
girls from minority communities to abduction, forced 
conversion, and forced marriage. The appeal calls for 
urgent action to safeguard their dignity, rights, and 
future. Through this statement, WCRC urged            

churches, civil society, and authorities to stand in 
solidarity with  affected families and to ensure that 
laws and systems protect children from exploitation 
and abuse. The appeal reaffirms the ecumenical 
commitment to justice, human dignity, and the pro-
tection of the most  vulnerable. Read more 

WCRC APPEALS FOR JUSTICE AND PROTECTION OF UNDERAGE GIRLS IN PAKISTAN  

WORLD COMMUNION OF REFORMED CHURCHES 

The Evangelical Fellowship of India’s Religious            
Liberty Commission (EFIRLC) has released its 2025 
annual report, documenting 747 verified incidents 
affecting Christian individuals and communities 
across India. Drawn from over 915 reports received 
nationwide, the documented cases include hostility, 
intimidation, violence, and discrimination, with Uttar 
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh among the states reporting 
the highest numbers. The report highlights incidents 

such as disruption of worship services, threats 
against pastors and believers, allegations linked to 
religious conversion, and physical violence. EFIRLC 
noted that the figures represent only verified cases 
and may not reflect the full extent of violations, as 
many incidents remain unreported. The report calls 
for stronger protection of religious freedom and the 
constitutional rights of all citizens to practice their 
faith without fear. Read more 

A GROWING CALL TO PROTECT FREEDOM OF FAITH IN INDIA  

EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP OF INDIA  

NEWS FROM ECUMENICAL PARTNERS 

NCCI extends warm congratula-
tions to The Revd. Dr. Samuel Mall 
on his election as President of the 
World Student Christian                
Federation (WSCF), Geneva.  An           
ordained presbyter of the Diocese 
of Chandigarh, CNI, he has served 
the church with distinction in     

ministry, theological education, 
and leadership formation. As he 
assumes this important global          
responsibility, NCCI conveys its 
heartfelt wishes and prayers,             
trusting that his leadership will be a 
blessing to the worldwide ecumen-
ical fellowship. Read more 

INDIAN ECUMENICAL WITNESS GAINS GLOBAL LEADERSHIP RECOGNITION  

WORLD STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION  

https://oikoumene.org/news/churches-urged-to-reclaim-moral-leadership-amid-global-geopolitical-crisis
https://wcrc.eu/appeal-for-justice-and-protection-of-underage-girls-in-pakistan/
https://efionline.org/2026/03/24/efirlc-documents-747-incidents-affecting-christian-communities-across-india-in-2025/
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid0VHCbXCE6Wk25wZnEgo9Bw9HeSf51CxhqtBHQRWv8Ua4XTGsETvsA3gx7jjNgBPXal&id=100068751044195&_rdr
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Click here 

https://ncci1914.com/civil-service-coaching-program/

