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PREFACE

For Indian Churches and Ecumenical Organisations

Unity in Christ is a cause for celebration, emphasizing togetherness and affirming our sense of belonging
to one another. The Week of Prayer provides an opportunity to express ourselves and reflect on our
unity in Christ as part of the Body of Christ. This yeat's prayer was prepared by an ecumenical team from
Burkina Faso, a country in Western Africa.

Burkina Faso, formerly a French colony, gained independence in 1960. It was initially known as Upper
Volta, reflecting its location in the upper part of the Volta River. With a population of 21.9 million,
approximately half of its people adhere to the Islamic faith, and about one-fifth are Roman Catholics.
One-sixth of the population follows traditional religions, while the rest are either Protestants or
non-religious.

Despite its significant gold reserves, Burkina Faso faces domestic and external challenges that impact its
economy and human rights. In 2022, a prolonged extremist Islamic insurgency led to the death of at least
10,000 people, with over two million displaced to date, originating from neighboring Mali.

Around nine-tenths of the population are involved in subsistence agriculture or livestock raising, facing
economic hardships exacerbated by severe intermittent droughts. This has led to considerable migration
to neighboring countries. However, unrest in these neighboring nations has made it challenging for
Burkinabés to find employment even abroad.

Against this backdrop, the theme of the 2024 Week of Prayer is based on a text from the Gospel of St.
Luke: "You shall love the Lord your God... and your neighbor as yourself" (Luke 10:27). The worship
otdet's preparation was mainly facilitated by the local Chemin Neuf Community, a Catholic community
with an ecumenical vocation, founded in 1973 by Jesuit priest Laurent Fabre. It has 2000 permanent
members in 30 countries.

Burkina Faso invites us to celebrate life in the midst of uncertainties and difficulties. In India, we face
similar situations, yet we have a space to celebrate life together as part of the body of Christ, irrespective
of our differences. The Office for Dialogue and Desk Ecumenism of the Catholic Bishops Conference
of India (CBCI) and the Commission on Policy, Governance, and Public Witness of the National
Council of Churches in India (NCCI) request churches, Christian organizations, and regional and local
ecumenical units to organize united prayers in every nook and corner of India.

Let this week be a time to remember those who are victims of war, violence, and natural calamities
worldwide. Let us also be instruments of justice and peace by secking forgiveness from one another. Our
hope comes from the commitment and solidarity expressed to enhance life in every situation. Let this
week be a time of praying together to strengthen the spirit of unity

Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios, H. E. Dr. Kuriakose Mor Theophilos

Bishop of Mavelikara & Chairman, Professor & Resident Metropolitan of

CBCI Office for Dialogue the Malankara Syrian Orthodox Theological Seminary &
and Desk for Ecumenism. Chairman NCCI Commission on Policy,

Governance and Public Witness.

Rev. Fr. Dr. Anthoniraj Thumma, Rev Dr Abraham Mathew,
Secretary, CBCI Office for Dialogue Executive Secretary,
and Desk for Ecumenism. NCCI Commission on Policy,

Governance and Public Witness.
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HOMILY POINTS
Throughout the Gospels we see Jesus calling people to become his
disciples. Today’s Gospel highlights two such calls by Jesus: first, the call to
repentance and then, the call of the first disciples. The two, repentance and
discipleship, are closely interrelated, as one leads to the other. Being a disciple
of Christ involves giving up one’s old ways, being transformed or being born
again as anew creation in Jesus. Jesus is not inviting us merely to be onlookers
or just to be better humans.

The invitation is to his “disciples”. Who is a disciple? In simple words,
a disciple is the one who learns from the master. What is discipleship?
Discipleship can be understood as evangelizing oneself by the power of the

Holy Spirit. It is opening our lives to the transforming power of the Holy
Spirit, so that every area of our lives reflects the life of Christ. We know by
experience that evangelizing oneself'is a most difficult task. However, unless
and until this happens, we cannot become Disciples of Christ.

What is the goal of discipleship? The objective of every disciple of
Jesus is to make Him henceforth the Lord of one’s life. Jesus calls his first
disciples and ... immediately they left their nets and followed him” (Mk 1,
18) and some “...Ieft their father in the boat with the hired servants, and
followed him” (Mk 1, 20). Until that time their lives had revolved around
boats and nets. These things meant everything to them. But from now on it
is Jesus who will bee very thing for them.

A Disciple is the one who follows the lifestyle of Jesus. “...It is enough
for the disciple to be like his master” (Matt 10, 25). When Jesus invited the
disciples “follow me”, he was calling them to follow his life style. By
following Jesus, they came to know him, for he said: “come and see” and
thus get transformed by the lifestyle of Jesus. “...He who says he abides
inhim ought to walk in the same way in which he walked” (1 Jn 2,6).

This disciple is called to a radical and profound change of lifestyle
about which St. Paul wrote: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new



creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new has come” (2 Cor 5,17).It
is a call to become imitators of our Lord as St. Paul exhorts us in Ephesians
5, 1: “Be imitators of God, as beloved children.” Our Lord has given us an
example so that we can follow in his footsteps. He has given us an example
so that we may live our lives as he did. A disciple is one who abides in
Jesus. One who has followed Jesus cannot but be transformed by the lifestyle
of Jesus, imbibe the spirit of Jesus and befirmly rooted in him, who said:
“Abide in me and [ in you” (Jn 15.,4). A disciple is the one who serves Jesus
out of love and gratitude and loves him above all else and all others. Jesus
says inJn 14, 21: “He who has my commandments and keeps them, he it is
who loves me...” A disciple loves his master above everything else. He is
the one who leaves everything to follow the Master and make him the
source, the centre and the summit of his life. “No one can serve two masters;
for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the
one and despise the other...”(Matt 6, 24).

Why does Jesus call us? What is the purpose of his call? To reveal to
us the Father. Jesus wants us to know the Father. A disciple should have a
Trinitarian relationship. Jesus came to reveal the Father. Jesus is the way to
the Father. He says: “If you had known me, you would have known my
Father also” (Jn 14,7). Jesus calls us so that we may come know the Father
through him and experience the Father’s tender and compassionate love. In
order to bear fruit, Jesus calls us to be his disciples so that we may bearfruit.
Just as a tree is known by its fruit, similarly a disciple is known by the fruit
he produces. “Bear much fruit, so shall you be my disciples” (Jn15, 8). To
share the Master’s cross. A disciple is called to carry his cross daily. St.
Paul exhorts us: “For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ
you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake...”(Phil 1, 29).

A disciple does not run away from the cross, because in the end, as St.
John Paul II said in his Apostolic Exhortation, Ecclesia in Asia “It is
martyrdom which reveals to the world the very essence of the Christian
message”. Programs of formation and strategies for evangelization are good
and they are needed, but they are not sufficient! (Ecclesia in Asia §49).
The word “martyr” itself means “witness”, and those who have shed their
blood for Christ have borne the ultimate witness to the values of the Gospel.

To make disciples: The Lord called a few fishermen and made them
his disciples in order that they might go and make many more disciples for



Christ. Christ has given us the explicit command to do what he himself has
done: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that [ have commanded you...” (Matt 28,19); “if you love me
feed my sheep” (Jn 21,15). Similarly, St. Paul exhorts us: “(...) the things
which you heard teach to the faithful” (2 Tim 2,2).

Following Jesus, therefore, is a risky job for it demands a decision of
complete abandonment. It is to walk on the narrow path, to walk through
the narrow gate. We cannot achieve God’s best for our life until we have
made this decision to abandon comfort and follow the inner voice of the
Lord. When Jesus first spoke to the Twelve, they felt a deep stirring in their
hearts. They knew that they were at a crossroads. They could either
continue to follow the conventional path they were familiar with or they
could leave family and friends behind, recklessly abandoning everything in
order to follow Jesus.

A great enemy of our soul in the modern world is the divided heart.
Jesus called his disciples to enlist in his training school. Taking a ‘partial
load’ wasn’t an option. His disciples needed 24x7 experience in order to
immerse themselves in their ministry. In doing so Jesus had to be their
focus, their full attention had to be centered on him. So, despite the
constraints of our modern schedule, we too need to strive to attain that
seriousness of discipleship that Jesus wants. Risk taking fosters dependence.
Jesus forced his disciples to depend upon God. He said to them: “Take
nothing for your journey...” (Lk 9,3); “Go your way, be hold, I send you out
as lambs in the midst of wolves”; “Sell your possession and give alms...”
(Lk 12, 32). Jesus is restoring his kingdom on earth and he isinviting us to
take part in this noble task.

Oftentimes we as disciples want to build the kingdom by our own strength
hand resources and in accordance with our own planning. Jesus entrusted
to his disciples his ministry but he provided them with no material resources.
They were to depend on God for everything, for their most basic physical
needs.
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