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PREFACE

For Indian Churches and Ecumenical Organisations

Unity in Christ is a cause for celebration, emphasizing togetherness and affirming our sense of belonging
to one another. The Week of Prayer provides an opportunity to express ourselves and reflect on our
unity in Christ as part of the Body of Christ. This year's prayer was prepared by an ecumenical team from
Burkina Faso, a country in Western Africa.

Burkina Faso, formerly a French colony, gained independence in 1960. It was initially known as Upper
Volta, reflecting its location in the upper part of the Volta River. With a population of 21.9 million,
approximately half of its people adhere to the Islamic faith, and about one-fifth are Roman Catholics.
One-sixth of the population follows traditional religions, while the rest are either Protestants or
non-religious.

Despite its significant gold reserves, Burkina Faso faces domestic and external challenges that impact its
economy and human rights. In 2022, a prolonged extremist Islamic insurgency led to the death of at least
10,000 people, with over two million displaced to date, originating from neighboring Mali.

Around nine-tenths of the population are involved in subsistence agriculture or livestock raising, facing
economic hardships exacerbated by severe intermittent droughts. This has led to considerable migration
to neighboring countries. However, unrest in these neighboring nations has made it challenging for
Burkinabés to find employment even abroad.

Against this backdrop, the theme of the 2024 Week of Prayer is based on a text from the Gospel of St.
Luke: "You shall love the Lord your God... and your neighbor as yourself" (Luke 10:27). The worship
order's preparation was mainly facilitated by the local Chemin Neuf Community, a Catholic community
with an ecumenical vocation, founded in 1973 by Jesuit priest Laurent Fabre. It has 2000 permanent
members in 30 countries.

Burkina Faso invites us to celebrate life in the midst of uncertainties and difficulties. In India, we face
similar situations, yet we have a space to celebrate life together as part of the body of Christ, irrespective
of our differences. The Office for Dialogue and Desk Ecumenism of the Catholic Bishops Conference
of India (CBCI) and the Commission on Policy, Governance, and Public Witness of the National
Council of Churches in India (NCCI) request churches, Christian organizations, and regional and local
ecumenical units to organize united prayers in every nook and corner of India.

Let this week be a time to remember those who are victims of war, violence, and natural calamities
wortldwide. Let us also be instruments of justice and peace by seeking forgiveness from one another. Our
hope comes from the commitment and solidarity expressed to enhance life in every situation. Let this
week be a time of praying together to strengthen the spirit of unity

Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios, H. E. Dr. Kuriakose Mor Theophilos

Bishop of Mavelikara & Chairman, Professor & Resident Metropolitan of

CBCI Office for Dialogue the Malankara Syrian Orthodox Theological Seminary &
and Desk for Ecumenism. Chairman NCCI Commission on Policy,

Governance and Public Witness.

Rev. Fr. Dr. Anthoniraj Thumma, Rev Dr Abraham Mathew,
Secretary, CBCI Office for Dialogue Executive Secretary,
and Desk for Ecumenism. NCCI Commission on Policy,

Governance and Public Witness.
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