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The HOUR has come; let us get going...

Youth, Ecumenism and Sustainability: Envisioning Better Tomorrow

The National Council of Churches in India (NCCI) 
and Student Christian Movement of India (SCMI) 
jointly organised a workshop on ‘Youth, 
Ecumenism and Sustainability’ on 1 st September 
2023 at Bhubaneswar, Odisha. The program 
aimed at bringing young people together, listening 
to them, and enlightening them about sustainable 
ways of life as an individual and community. 
Young people are change makers in the Church 
and Society and for a sustainable future their 
active participation and involvement is necessary 
and it cannot be overlooked.
During this gathering, ecumenical leaders 
addressed young people. Rt. Rev. Surendra 
Kumar Nanda, Bishop of the Cuttack Diocese of 
the Church of North India, highlighted the need of 
working together for a better world in the present 
context. Ms. Dakerlin Mukhim, General Secretary 
of the Student Christian Movement of India 

(SCMI) inspired the participants to identify and 
address the challenges and urged them to 
connect it with the misdoings of human beings 
towards the entire cosmos. She expressed her 
trust in youngsters who have the ability to 
transcend this condition through constant efforts 
to achieve social justice and harmony. Rev. Dr. 
Asir Ebenezer, General Secretary of the National 
Council of Churches in India, expounded on the 
importance of youth engagement in public issues. 
Mr. Asher Noah, Executive Secretary for the Youth 
Concerns, NCCI, elaborated the history and 
establishment of Ecumenical Movements and the 
path it traversed to restore Peace, Unity and 
Harmony in the world highlighting the role of the 
young people in this journey. Mr. Sudhanshu Naik 
, General Secretary of Bhubaneswar YMCA and 
Mr. Angelious Michael, Director of India Peace 
Centre shared greetings.
About  th i r t y  youngs ters  f rom d ifferen t 
denominations and SCMI units in Odisha 
participated in the program. They actively shared 
their concerns and suggested alternate ways, 
like, awareness through social networking, 
avoiding plastic, healthy lifestyle, eco-friendly 
campuses which can be easily practised for a 
sustainable future.

Prophet Amos cries out: “But let justice 
roll on like a river, righteousness like a 
never-failing stream!” (Amos 5: 24) 
and so we are called to join the river of 
justice and peace, to take up climate 
and ecological justice, and to speak 
out with and for communities most 
impacted by climate injustice and the 
loss of biodiversity. 

The Season of Creation begins on 
September 1, World Day of Prayer for 
the Care of Creation, and ends on 
October 4. This year the theme is “A 
Mighty River”.



Ecumenical Entrepreneurs Forum: Nagpur Chapter and Kottayam 
Chapter

September 2023

In a significant stride toward fostering ethical 
entrepreneurship and collaboration, the 
Ecumenical Entrepreneur's Forum expanded its 
reach by inaugurating two new chapters in 
Nagpur and Kottayam.

On September 9, 2023, a vibrant gathering of 30 
enthusiastic entrepreneurs convened at the 
NCCI office in Nagpur. The meeting buzzed with 
energy as participants shared ideas and pooled 
resources, laying the foundation for ambitious 
plans. The atmosphere was charged with 
entrepreneurial spirit, emphasizing the power of 
collaboration and collective vision.

Just a few days later, on September 14, 2023, 
the Kottayam chapter was launched with a 
gathering of 15 individuals at the Jerusalem 
Mathoma Church. The main focus of the event 
was the need for mutual support during 
challenging times. Attendees engaged in 

heartfelt discussions about standing together, 
offering assistance, and creating a resilient 
network for all members.

The launch of these chapters signifies a growing 
commitment among entrepreneurs to not only 
succeed in their ventures but also to uplift and 
empower one another. The forums in Nagpur 
and Kottayam are poised to become hubs of 
innovative ideas, support, and shared learning, 
e m b o d y i n g  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  e t h i c a l 
entrepreneurship.

These expansions mark a significant step 
toward  a  co l labora t ive  fu tu re ,  where 
entrepreneurs join hands, share experiences, 
and navigate challenges together, creating a 
stronger, more resilient business community at 
the National level.

South Asia Christian Youth Network: Inspiring Youth Led Good 
Governance

South Asian Christian Youth Network (SACYN), a program 
funded by ASIA CMS was held from 15 to 19 September at 
Nepal Theological College, Kathmandu. The Theme for the 
Year 2023 “Leadership for Change: Inspiring Youth Led Good 
Governance” focused on Good Governance, Safeguarding 
and Sustainability. The program inspired youth leaders from 
South Asian countries to be change makers and given inputs 
on the governance with integrity, morals, ethics side by side 
addressing the key themes on women safeguarding, 
fundraising and ideas of sustainability for youth programs. A 
total of 30 participants from South Asian Countries, and 10 
participants from India and NCCI member churches along with 
the Executive Secretary, Youth Concerns NCCI were present. 
The young people from South Asian countries expressed the contemporary struggles from each country 
and left with determination to bring change.
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Believers Eastern Church opens Adult Literacy Centres

News from Member Churches

These new literacy units are set to make a 
profound difference in the lives of hundreds of 
illiterate women who are eager to learn to read 
and write. They are strategically located in 
communities where access to education has 
been limited, providing a safe and welcoming 
environment.

Literacy empowers individuals, breaks down 
barriers, and opens doors to a world of 
opportunities. On International Literacy Day 
observed on 8 September, Believers Eastern 
Church dioceses opened adult literacy centres 
in several remote villages, providing a valuable 

opportunity for illiterate women to unlock the 
magic of reading and writing. The dedicated 
teams distributed literacy books, available in 16 
different languages, to ensure that education is 
accessible to all. Alongside these, they 
provided notebooks and stationery to ignite the 
flame of knowledge.

 Building Safe Space to Strengthen India’s Tribal Communities

The CSI SEVA Local Capacities for Peace (LCP) 
organised a day-long program for the tribal people of 
Thottamoola, Kerala, on 1 September, in association 
with the CSI Diocese of Malabar. The event’s goals 
were to give the community a space where they could 
express themselves creatively and to spread 
awareness on societal and peace-related issues. 125 
people in all took part in the program and profited from 
it. 

Health Care Training for Migrant Rural Youth at CSI Krishna-Godavari 
Diocese

The training is intended for rural youth who 
move to various urban areas in search of 

employment or educational opportunities. While 
migrant rural youth have limited access to health 
facilities, resident urban youth have easy 
access to them. In such a scenario Health care 
training will equip them to be more conscious 
about their health. 40 Rural Youth who benefited 
from this training, learnt the notion of, ‘health is 
wealth’ and ‘prevention is better than cure’. This 
project foresees a great impact on the lives of 
migrant rural youth. Indian rural youth who are 
economically underdeveloped and unable to 
pay for healthcare at for-profit facilities can 
increase their knowledge of health care 
practices that can stop many diseases in their 
tracks without incurring significant hospital 
costs.

On September 5 and 6, the Krishna-Godavari 
Diocese (KGD) and the Church of South India’s 
Department of Youth launched Health Care 
Training for Migrant Rural Youth at CSI Christ 
Church in Eluru. 
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Heal the World, Make it Better for Everyone

South India region training of trainers on 
accessibi l i ty was held from 11-13 of 
September 2023 at Paalana Bhavan, The 
office of the Arch Bishop of Bangalore. The 
organizer of the conference was Engage 
Disability Network, twenty delegates from  
South India attended the program, including a 
number of PWD professionals. Twenty of the 
delegates were trained and as groups 
presented information about the programs 
and about specific topics related to disability. 
The conference represented a first step in 
creating awareness on what disability is and 
how it should be addressed. Also creating a 
safe environment and disability adequate, 
making surrounding accessible for PWDs and 
laid the groundwork for a similar future 
gathering. 

His Holiness Baselios Marthoma Mathews III meets Pop Francis in the 
Vatican 

The Catholicos of the East and Malankara 
Metropolitan of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian 
Church, His Holiness Baselios Marthoma Mathews 
III, was greeted by Pope Francis on September 11, 
2023, in the Vatican. In his speech, Pope Francis 
thanked them for their deepening friendship since 
the Second Vatican Council and drew attention to 
the previous encounters and trips between their 
respective predecessors. Pope Francis offers a 
cordial invitation to the Malankara Orthodox Syrian 
Church, stressing the importance of mending old 
rifts and promoting harmony and common trust in 
Christ. 

Catholicos Baselios Marthoma Mathews III, the 
premate of the Malankara Syrian Church of India, 
concluded a six-day trip to the Russian Orthodox 
Church. In addition to meeting with church leaders 
in Moscow and St. Petersburg, Catholicos 
Baselios and his party visited a number of 
churches and monasteries. In his capacity as 
primate of the Malankara church, this was his first 
trip to Russia.

The visit of Catholicos Baselios 
Marthoma Mathews III to the 
Russian Orthodox Church

News from other Partners

News courtesy: Mr David George Norfolk
 (NCCI Volunteer news reporter)
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Autonomous Bodies

Interfaith Discourse on Fostering Peace

India Peace Centre organised an interfaith 
discourse on “Building Peace through 
Overcoming Religious Prejudices - with Special 
Reference to Gender, Peace Education, 
Climate Change, Human Security and 
Migration” at Bhubaneswar on 2 September 
2023. Religious representatives and leaders 
spoke on fostering unity by getting to know one 
another better and banding together to address 
shared issues. Thematic speakers presented 
their ideas, plans, and experiences on a range 
of subjects.

Preparing generations for Peace: IPC’s Interaction with Children

On 8 September 2023, India Peace Centre invited 
students from Bhavan’s B.P. Vidya Mandir to partake 
in a Literary Event on occasion of International 
Literacy Day.  Mr Michael Angelious and Dr Tejinder 
Rawal spoke to the students about IPC and its peace 
initiatives. It was an engaging event for the students 
with literature quiz and interactive participation. They 
also had an opportunity to learn about various life 
situations as shared by the German students, 
Daphne and Ilana, about the education system in 
Germany and the experiences in teaching slum 
chi ldren by Rashmi Singh. Chi ldren were 
encouraged to engage in reading and to find peace 
within and with all.

Writers of Peace: Children par�cipa�ng in Peace Mandate through Essay Wri�ng
On 21st September 2023, Interna�onal Peace Day, the 
Vidarbha Centre for Labour Concerns (VCLC), Lok Kalyan 
Yojana (LKY), and Saving Dreams Founda�on (SDF) organized 
an Essay Wri�ng Compe��on in any language with the theme: 
PEACE for the school children in the four different schools of 
Nagpur primarily St. John's High School, Manavata High 
School, Urdu Corpora�on School, and St. Ursula High School, 
encompassing and reaching with the idea of peace to 1200+ 
school students of the Nagpur city. The enthusiasm of students 
ignited, encouraged, and provided an assurance in keeping the 
hopes towards a peace driven approaches alive and constant 
through all possible measures and resources available for 
one's disposal. The event on essay wri�ng towards exploring 
the new ideas on the theme 'Peace' was well received by the 
students and faculty of the school who par�cipated for a noble 
cause in promo�on of peace with the young minds who are 
soon to become the future of humanity in peacebuilding and 
promo�ng ac�vi�es through their talents and gi�s. . 
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News from International Partners

Christian Conference of Asia  15th Assembly and Pre-Assemblies 

The CCA 15th General Assembly took place in 
Kottayam from 28 September to 3 October 2023, with 
the theme “God, Renew Us in Your Spirit and Restore 
the Creation”; and the sub themes, Renewal and 
Restoration of Creation: Affirming the Will of God 
(Romans 15: 5-6; Psalm 143:10), Renewal and 
Restoration of Creation: Dwelling in Harmony (Isaiah 
65:25), & Renewal and Restoration of Creation: 
Attaining Life in Its Fullness (John 10:10).

The Chief Minister of Kerala addressing the delegatesNCCI President H.G. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Yulios  
greeting the delegates 

Asian Ecumenical Women Assembly(AEWA)

Asian Ecumenical Youth Assembly (AEYA)Prophetic Diakonia and Advocacy Pre-Assembly

and Asian Ecumenical Migrants Advocacy Network 
(AEMAN) Pre-Assembly
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“One Body, One Spirit, One Hope”: LWF Conducted its 13th 
Assembly 

Danish Bishop Henrik Stubkjær has been elected as the new 
President of The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) to guide 
the global communion of churches over the coming years.

The thirteenth assembly of the Lutheran World Federation 
was hosted by the   Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession in Poland from 13 to 19 September with the theme 
“One Body, One Spirit, One Hope” drawn from Ephesians 4:4 
reflecting that in a fragmented world, we are called to unity in 
the one body of Christ.

In addition to having prepare for the assembly, the Youth Pre-
Assembly (8-11 Sept at Wisla Manika, Poland), Women Pre-
Assembly (8-11 Sept, Wroclaw, Poland), Men's Pre-Assembly 
(11-12 Sept, Krakow), and Regional Pre-Assemblies were 
organised. 

At interfaith gathering, WCC joins calls for a one-community response 
to HIV

WCC was represented at the gathering, which 
drew Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Baháʼí, and 
Buddhist communities, along with civic leaders.

“The new compendium of promising practices will 
help to reduce transmission of HIV, increase 
treatment access and adherence support among 
children and youth to end transmission, and 
reduce the inequalities that worsen outcomes for 
HIV-exposed infants and children living with HIV,” 
said Bishop Godson Lawson from Togo, a 
member of the WCC Commission on Health and 
Healing. “The faith-based organizations are 
committed to ensuring that all voices are 
represented in the fight to end AIDS in children 
and youth.”The WCC, through its Ecumenical HIV and AIDS 

Initiatives and Advocacy Programme and through 
the Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance, has mobilized 
faith communities to address the gaps in HIV 
among children. Vulnerable and affected 
children, as well as the ones born with HIV, 
experience serious challenges related to HIV 
stigma and discrimination and lack of political will. 
WCC promotes the responsibility of faith 
communities in taking care of the vulnerable and 
bringing justice. 

WCC-promoted activities are one of the 
promising strategies identified in a compendium 
of African faith-based initiatives to respond to 
pediatric HIV. September 21 2023- The Wrold Council of 

Churches, UNAIDS and PEPFAR hosted the 
Communities of Faith Prayer Breakfast during the 
high level week of the UN General Assembly, 
gathering faith leaders and other health care 
leaders and practitioners to learn and pray 
together about the current state of AIDS among 
children and the rest of the population
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Christian Service Agency 

Response to Disaster caused by Flood in Nagpur and Humanitarian Assistance to the 
needy  

Supported by: Lok Kalyan Yojana (Nagpur) and Jan Vikas Kendra – (Tembri)

The Christian Service Agency (CSA) took stock of this emergency situation and extended their 
humanitarian hand as response through their projects namely the Lok Kalyan Yojana (LKY) – a 
community and slum development project networking in 131 slums of Nagpur region and Jan Vikas 
Kendra (JVK) – an awareness building and community transformation project presently located in 
Tembhari and New Totladoh and different areas in the outskirts of Nagpur region together with the 
Vidarbha Centre for Labour Concerns (VCLC). The projects were able to identify the significant areas 
where the emergency help was required especially in Ramgiri slum area which was visited by the team of 
Lok Kalyan Yojana team and the Tembhari industrial area which was visited by the Jan Vikas Kendra 
team. Both the teams made prompt efforts through the resources in their hands and were able to shift and 
make all the necessary arrangements towards the safety and provision to all the affected families and 
people in their respective areas of work. 

rd
As heavy rains lashed the Nagpur city and its outskirt areas in the midnight and morning of 23  
September, 2023, the inundating low-lying areas comprising of mostly remote areas situated near Nag 
River saw flash floods causing extreme havoc and frightening situation among the residents of the city. 
The primary response to this triggering situation were dealt with measures towards shifting the people 
from these pockets to the safer places by the local administration and authorities. The heavy downpour 
led to the swelling of the Ambazari lake, with the overflowing water submerging the road near the overflow 
point. The officials from the Nagpur Municipal Corporation (NMC) fire and emergency services 
department, who took the cognizance of the situation informed that the, water breached in the areas of 
Shankar Nagar, Corporation Colony, Daga Layout, and those situated along Nag River at 5 am itself. The 
NMC received rapid complaints from the residents of water clogging and entering their houses in several 
areas in the city. The emergency need response to such catastrophic situation was to shift people from 
the affected places, secure them in temporary shelter homes, and provide them with essential food 
amenities for their survival which was a daunting task for many who were part of the rescue and relief 
team. The myriad challenges included people losing their valuables being destroyed and washed away 
in the floods, displaced from their homes, and the sheer loss of finances caused in multiple places and 
areas.  
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To address the essential need of providing an approachable health care system to all, a medical camp 
was jointly organised by the Christian Service Agency (CSA) projects namely, the Jan Vikas Kendra 
(JVK), New Totladoh – an awareness building and community transformation project, Lok Kalyan 
Yojana (LKY) – a community and slum development project networking in 131 slums of Nagpur region 
and the Government Medical College and Hospital, Nagpur, to reach out to the remote rural parts of 
Nagpur region towards providing them free health check-up and medical care on 26 th September, 
2023.

The medical camp saw major participation of women, men, youth, and children coming from the New 
Totladoh village and those residing in the nearby villages especially from Deolapar village. The medical 
camp catered a team of seven doctors and specialists led by Dr. Bhupesh Tirpude, Dr. Hemant 
Bhanarkar, Dr. Gayatri Deshpande, Dr. Girish Kodape, Dr. Ashuosh Jadhav, Dr. Sonal Prabhu, Dr. 
Pradhnya Jadhav, from different departments who were able to provide effective services and help to 
the people in detecting different types of health-related issues faced by the people by prescribing them 
available medication and treatment. The patients who were detected with the breast cancer virus were 
referred to Government Medical College and Hospital, Nagpur for completely free treatment and 
surgical operation as per the scheme of Maharashtra Government. The Medical camp benefitted over 
116 people.

-Mr. Sanjay Wankhede, Program Coordinator, Lok Kalyan Yojana 

Hope Blooms: Breast Cancer Awareness and Prevention Camp
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Our Campaigns 

July-August 2023

Looking for

from different parts of the country
 Volunteers News Reporters

Requirement: Mobile with Camera

Ability: To write short news stories of 100 to 200 words

Work will be duly acknowledged 

Contact us: communications@ncci1914.com   
 WhatsApp: +91 72181 83675 
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