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Foreword

Disability Advocacy Sunday is an annual observance of the National
Council of Churches in India (NCCI) to build commitments to inclusion
from a diversity perspective. Churches and institutions associated with the
NCCI are encouraged to observe this on the Sunday before Advent Sunday -
the 26th of November this year.

This initiative of the NCCI has helped member churches and institutions to
be aware of disability as diversity, develop accompaniment ministries, grow
in the attitude of diversity and build praxis models based on integration.

Over the years NCCI has developed resources on disability inclusion,
promoted best practices, awarded those who have served in the cause of
promoting disability- diversity, and motivated use of technology in
identifying and promoting accessibility spaces.

We urge all churches and institutions to use the liturgical resources on
Disability Advocacy Sunday (26.11. 2023) or any occassion/ Sunday
thereafter. Please integrate persons with disabilities beginning in such
worship and in all activities of the churches. We request you to orient/ guide/
enable persons with disabilities in leadership roles at different and all levels.

May God continue to guide us in this ministry

Rev. Dr Asir Ebenezer,
General Secretary, NCCI
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Towards Inclusive Church -
Disability Inclusion Policy Guidelines - 2019

Disablity as Diversity

It is the God of the Bible who is the creator of peaple with
disabilities and became disabled through Son Jesus Christ
on the Cross. Therefore, the resurrected Christ
is a Disabled Christ. And so Disability is a Design of God

Accompaniment as Ministry

“Towards Just and Inclusive Communities® is a biblical,
theological and ministerial call, to assure and ensure that
no one is left behind in our faith and societal journey.

Establishing the reign of God is nothing but building inclusive
communities 'OF all, "BY' all, 'FOR' all and "WITH' all.

Inclusion as Attitude

It is illegal and offending to discriminate, omit, avoid, and
neglect against anyone on grounds of disability within India.
(Rights of Persens with Disabilities Act 2016).
Therefore, it i legally binding that places of worship and church
related institutions providing services be accessible to
persons with disabilities. Ensuring persons with disabilities
the access, enjoyment, and exercise of their rights equally
with others exemplifies inclusion as an attitude

Integration as Praxis
All who have been baptized are clothed with Christ
and that is the only criteria that matters befare God.
There are no distinctions based on race, gender,
denomination, social background, disability or age.
We need to be careful and cautious in the words
we use towards and about other people.

In the sight of God, we all are peaple first and
other aspects of our personality are secondary.
Our terminology needs to reflect
the fact of Ged's intentions.

Themes of Previous
Advocacy Sundays

2014: Church 'of' All - Church 'for' All
2015: /nclusive and Accessible Church
2016: Under the Roof... Step Beyond the
Stairs
2017: Creator of the Disabled Reform your
Creation
2018: God of the Disabled: Walking
Together, Serving Justice Peace and
Inclusion
2020: Disability as Diversity in the Design of
God
2021: Digital Inclusion: Not Charity But
Justice
2022: Invisible Disability: llluminating the
Potential of Invisible Communities

NGEI

National Council of Churches in India
Indian Disability Ecumenical Accompaniment

ACCESS TOGETHER CAMPAIGN

I

Mark Your Location to Make a
Change

5tep 1: Download Google Maps, sign 9
Inte your geogle account, locate
nearby places to review

Step 2 Upload Details, Add Photos of

Accessibility for Persons with
Disabilities , Add Photos of Barriers for

sensitizing Change and submit your
contribution

Step 3 Share your contribution in secial r’=JJ

media platforms with
#Access_ Together_ Campaign n
and encourage others to participate |

Step 4: Take a Screenshot of Your Google
Rarview and share it with us through the
QR Code below

Award Ceremony will be held on Dec 3

{Sunday) along with other participants

during the Mega Event en international
Day of Persons with Disabilities.




