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NCCI XXIX General Assembly 2023 
The NCCI resolves to get going… 

The assembly had the opportunity of welcoming 

and hearing international ecumenical guests  

namely  Rev. Dr. Prof. Jerry Pillay of The World 

Council of Churches; National Council of Churches 

in Australia, Ms. Elizabeth Stone; Mr. Dinesh Suna 

Mrs. Joy Eva Bohol of WCC; Rev. Philip Vinod 

Peacock from WCRC; Ms. Nirmala Gurung from 

Christian Conference of Asia; Dr. Sarosh Koshy 

from Global Ministries- UCC; Mr. Joseph Thomas 

from KIA; Rev. Dr. Samuel Meshak, and Ms. 

Jessica Richard from Engaged Disability Network . 

The National Council of Churches in India reckons 

its XXIX General Assembly and marches onward  

emphasising on "The Hour" with the goal of 

prioritising inclusivity, accessibility, peace, and 

justice first.

Then assembly provided space for six different 

thematic workshops on various topics. Additionally 

pr inted mater ia ls,  handicraf t  i tems, and 

educational accessories were displayed at the 

exhibition stalls, where as culture and music were 

presented in the ecumenical evenings. Eid Milap 

celebration was a joyous and wonderful occasion 

for flaunting interfaith relationship.

The assembly sprouted, setting th tone for the next 

quadrennium. Delegates representing  Protestant 

and Orthodox churches,   Regional Christian 

Councils, All India Christian Organisations, and 

Related Agencies came together to participate, 

learn and  discern around the theme of the 

assembly and to express unity in diversity. The 

assembly had a deep experience of spirituality in 

the form of singing and praying through inclusive 

worships led by women, children,  youth people 

with disability and indegenious community .

To Journey forward, H.G. Dr. Geevarghese Mar 

Yulios (Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church), was 

elected as the new President. Rev. Dr. Packiam T. 

Samuel (Church of South India), Mrs. Basanti 

Biswas (Methodist Church in India), Ms. Sharon 

Misha Mayuri Dass (Mennonite Church in India) as 

the Vice Presidents and Rev. Dr. A. Joshuva Peter 

(United Evangelical Lutheran Church in India) is 

elected as the Treasurer.

NCCI’s newly elected Office Bearers-

H. G. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Yulios
President
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Children pre-assembly deliberated on the theme "The Hour has Come: Let us Empower Children", highlighting 

various  issues and challenges including discrimination in various forms, lack of understanding about children,  

lack of  creative education in Sunday Schools and churches, closed mindset, insufficient funds, parents' 

compulsion, domestic violence, abuse (including other related issues) and inadequate space discussion 

children’s opinion. Strong recommendations were placed for the church to be Children-Friendly and inclusive, 

with serious emphasis on  Biblical Literacy and child participation and counselling .

The Women Pre-Assembly, on the theme, "Peace Ambassadors: Women Praxis" called the attention to the 

existing forms of violence both in church and society, urging advocacy for peace with more women actively 

participating while tackling patriarchy to have access to leadership and exercise their role as peace ambassador 

through justice and wholeness. Therefore, calling upon churches to set up their conscientization for gender 

justice and adoption of practices of solidarity with the victims of any forms of violence, including victims of 

environmental degradation. 

Children

Women 

The NCCI Youth Pre Assembly, on the theme “The Hour has Come: The Hour of Youth Building a World of Peace 

and Sustainability” was the celebration of youth and young people, the thrust was to know and cater the needs of 

youth in the hour. Prevailing issues of political engagement, social justice, mental health and neo spirituality 

were explored and analysed. As a suggestion to the NCCI and Churches at large, the youth urged to translate 

faith into action, thus decimating the evils of today, disseminating love, justice, peace and inclusion in our 

relationship with God, Neighbour and Creation.

Person With Disabilities
With the mission and discernment of the hour, NCCI-IDEA is challenged to look better and beyond, as discussed 

in the Pre-Assembly of NCCI-IDEA deliberating on the theme, “The Hour has come: Let us promote Barrier free 

and Accessible Churches.” Disability rights activists, pastors, families, people with disabilities, disability-rights 

organisations, and others who work to make the church and society barrier-free and accessible spaces came 

together to discuss and suggested to create a guidebook that encourages and assists the members of NCCI in 

envisioning Church infrastructures that are accessible to people with disabilities.

YOUTH
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Thematic Workshop

People's Voice– Visions for tomorrow
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Glimpse of Assembly

Reporting from Thematic Workshops

Delegates joining voices together in 

ecumenical worship

Persons with Disability leading 
congregation in singing

An evening of cherishing and 
enjoying cultural diversity

Young girls embracing the culture 
with pride through dance

Youth Pre-Assembly Youth delegates from different 
churches voicing the strength of 

youth

Children, an integral part of Church 
reflecting their leadership potential 

through ecumenical worship

Manifesting inclusion with sign 
language interpretation throughout 

the assembly

Delegates from Member Churches, 
AICOS and Related Agencies

Delegated members inaugurating the 
assembly by lighting the lamp

Maulana and Muslim faith leaders 
joining to celebrate Eid Milap
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NCCI President, Dr. Aleyamma 
Thomas felicitating  Rev. Prof. Dr. 

Jerry Pillay, General Secretary, WCC

Mrs Elizabeth Stone from National 

Council of Churches in Australia 

brings greetings

Rev. Philip Vinod Peacock, Executive 

Secretary, WCRC being felicitated by 

NCCI President

Mr. Joseph Thomas from KIA 

receiving memento from the  NCCI 

President 

Mrs. Joy Eva Bohol, Program 

Executive, Youth Engagement of the 

World Council of Churches, Geneva, 

Switzerland receiving memento from 

Rev. Dr. A. Joshuva Peter, NCCI 

Treasurer.

Dr. Sarosh Koshy from Global 

Ministries- UCC being felicitated by 

NCCI Vice-President, Rev. Dr. 

Sadananda

Ms. Nirmala Gurung, Executive 

Committee Member, Christian 

Conference of Asia brings greetings

Mr Siju Thomas of ADF India being 

felicitated by NCCI Vice-President, 

Rev. Dr. Sadananda

Mr. Dinesh Suna, Program 

Executive, Ecumenical Water 

Network of the World Council of 

Churches  being felicitated by NCCI 

Vice-President, Rev. Dr. Sadananda

Felicitation of Fraternal Guests
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NCCI observed Week of Prayer along with Constituent 
Members

‘Do good; seek justice’ (Isaiah 1:17) 

The World Council of Churches' Commission on Faith and Order and the Pontifical Council for Promoting 

Christian Unity have joined forces to launch the Unity Octave (Week of Prayer for Christian Unity) on a 

global scale. NCCI called upon member churches and constituents to mark the Unity Octave and to pray for 

Christian unity in India. This year, the NCCI's Policy, Governance and Public Witness Concern facilitated 

the Unity Octave celebration. The Unity Octave/Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is observed between the 

feasts of St. Peter (18 January) and St. Paul (25 January).

Nagpur DelhiVijayawada

Hyderabad VijayawadaDelhi

Christian Service Agency (CSA) Slum Project SANTVANA

SANTVANA and the Stambh organisation jointly organised the programme, where about 180 student from ten 

different slums, congregated at Blessing Lawns. The event aimed to educate disadvantaged kids about 

adolescence, appropriate and inappropriate touch. Mr. Asher Noha, executive secretary of NCCI-Youth 

Concerns, and Rev. Ribin John, executive secretary of NCCI-Ecumenical Fora, led different sessions. The day 

was a success for the kids, as they relishing every moment of the program was avident. 

In cooperation with India Mission Hospital Khadgaon and SANTVANA Slum Project, a medical camp was held in 

Gorewada, Nagpur on February 28, where numerous examinations were performed, helping more than 300 

people. Patients in need were also given free drugs, including certain generic medications, in addition to 

receiving free medical consultation and examinations.

SANTVANA, a CSA's initiative in Nagpur slums working on child education, health, community awareness 

programs, and self-employment opportunities for slum women, stands as an intriguing and essential project for 

tackling the problems of disadvantaged communities. Santvana focuses on ensuring that kids in slums have 

access to high-quality education, which can have a long term impact on their life. More than 1000 people have 

already benefited from the project.
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Recasting the Mission Methods to Address the Contemporary Challenges   
CSI - Synod

The Malayalam regional programme for the Church 

“Enlightened: Informed and Responsible Citizenship” 

second phase was held on April 12 and 13, 2023, at 

the LMS complex in Thiruvananthapuram. The 

program focused on informing and educating the 

Church about the contemporary social, political, and 

religious situation of the nation and the constitutional 

benefits that we as citizens avail. Rev. M. Benjamin 

Inbaraj emphasised how businesses take advantage 

of people's reaches for their own self-serving ends by 

reffering the recent introduction of Amul milk in 

Karnataka and the corporate invasion and 

intervention in the Vizhinjam Port case in Kerala. 

Adv. Prem Dominic highlighted the constitutional 

guarantees for the protection of minority rights. Adv. 

Deepu Nazareth spoke about Human Rights and Civil 

Liberties and the need of having thorough knowledge 

of the fundamental rights of every citizen of the 

country. The Most Rev. A. Dharmaraj Rasalam, 

Moderator, CSI & Bishop of the South Kerala Diocese 

emphasized the importance of awareness about the 

constitutional provisions and protection for the 

Mission of the Church. He advised the younger 

generation to become aware of the contribution made 

by early Christian Mission towards  Nation building. 

The Bible Society of India 

Women Leaders Meeting

The Bible Society of India-  
Andhra Pradesh Auxi l iary 
organised Women Leaders 
Meeting on 8th March at Bible 
House in Guntur. Rev. Dr. 
Leelavathi Vemuri, BSI National 
President, delivered keynote 
address while Rev. K. John 
Vikram, Auxiliary Secretary led 
devotion and Mrs. K. Shilpa 
Vikram led a thematic session. 
Around 130 women from across 
the state representing BSI 
Andhra Pradesh Auxi l iary 
Branches participated in the 
meeting. Holy Bibles were 
given to the delegates as a 
token of celebrating women 
and womanhood. 

E m e r g i n g  L e a d e r s 
Conference

Emerging Leaders Conference 
organised by The Bible Society 
o f  Ind ia  Andhra Pradesh 
Auxiliary on 22nd March at 
Bible House in Guntur. about 
150 youth leaders from across 
the state representing BSI 
Andhra Pradesh Auxi l iary 
b r a n c h e s  a t t e n d e d  t h e 
meeting. Rev. K. John Vikram, 
Auxiliary Secretary delivered 
Keynote Address, Bro. P. 
Jeevan Silvans Bose, GMI 
General Secretary, and Mr. 
S a m u e l  J o n a t h a n , 
Commiss ioner -  AP Sta te 
Information Commission led the 
thematic sessions. Our Daily 
Bread copies were distributed 
to the participants. 

White Cane Distribution

The Bible Society of India 
Kerala Auxiliary in association 
with the Kerala Federation for 
the Blind, Kottayam District and 
NSS Unit of CMS College, 
Kottayam at CMS College, 
Kottayam hosted a day long 
program commemorating the 
b i r t h  ann i ve rsa ry  o f  Mr. 
Georgekutty Karapparambil, 
one of the pioneering workers 
and Former General Secretary 
o f  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n .  T h e 
Marketing Officer, Mr. George 
Philip K. spoke on the occasion 
and presented white canes to 
t h e  v i s u a l l y  c h a l l e n g e d 
participants from the different 
parts of the state.

News from Constituent Members... 
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News from International Partners...

The event was organized by the World Council of 

Churches, International Partnership on Religion 

and Development, Lutheran World Federation, 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and 

World Evangelical Alliance.

The WCC 11th Assembly made significant 
decisions about the WCC's engagement with the 
situation in Palestine and Israel, as it is getting 
worse and many young Christians are leaving the 
land because of such ongoing struggles, the recent 
restrictions placed on Orthodox Christians as they 
congregate to observe Holy Saturday, are quite 
blatant examples of this. WCC general secretary 
Rev. Prof. Dr. Jerry Pillay, expresses grief and 
pledges to find meaningful ways in which  this crisis  
can be addressed while assuring prayers and 
support for the affected people as much as 
possible.

WCC joins organizations presenting “Water 

The manifesto concludes with the demand for a 

"home" for water at the UN by establishing a 

multilateral intergovernmental mechanism to 

address the water crisis in order to regulate and 

monitor commitments on water and sanitation, one 

that is truly accountable to people as right holders, 

not dominated by corporations or controlled by 

international financial institutions.

The People's Water Forum members delivered a 
"Water Justice Manifesto" during the UN Water 
Conference on March 23 from the General 
Assembly Plenary hall podium during the high-level 
segment, which was signed by 500 organisations, 
including the World Council of Churches.The 
m a n i f e s t o  r a i s e s  t h e  v o i c e s  o f  t h e 
underrepresented frontline water defenders and 
calls for the inclusion of fundamental concerns at 
the centre of water policies at the international, 
regional, national, and global levels.

Justice Manifesto” at UN Water Conference
WCC Leadership meets with leaders from 
Global Kairos for Justice Coalition

A national capacity-building training workshop for twenty young people 

from all around Bangladesh was organised by the National Council of 

Churches in Bangladesh (NCCB) and the (Christian Conference of Asia) 

CCA's special project, Action Together to Combat HIV and AIDS in Asia 

(ATCHAA), for capacity-building in HIV advocacy through youth 

engagement at the HOPE Foundation Centre in Savar, Dhaka, 

Bangladesh, the training took place on March 8 and 9, 2023. 

Rev. David Doss, General Secretary of NCCB emphasised the need for the youth to understand the ecumenical 

initiatives aimed at combating HIV in Bangladesh. Young people were encouraged to be agents of change in 

church and society. Dr Ronald Lalthanmawia, programme coordinator of CCA, highlighted the need for the voices 

of the youth in advocating for the issues, reflecting upon the vulnerabilities of youth to HIV. He emphasised the 

need for a comprehensive approach to HIV including the addressing of sexual and reproductive health to ensure 

that the youth are informed and take right decisions in protecting themselves from exposure to the HIV infection.

 
CCA facilitates capacity-building of youth in Bangladesh 
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Programs and Ministries of Kerala Council of Churches 

The Most Rev.Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios Metropolitan 
inaugurates the Mar Chrysostom Lecture organised by 

the Kerala Council of Churches at Kottayam

West Bengal Governor H. E. Dr. C.V. Ananda 
Boss inaugurates the Social Integration Meet 
organised by the Kerala Council of Churches 

at Thiruvalla

The Most Rev.Dr. Joshua Mar 
Ignathios Metropolitan inaugurates the 
Mar Chrysostom Lecture organised by 

the Kerala Council of Churches at 
Kottayam

The Most Rev Kuriakose Mar Ivanios Metropolitan 
inaugurates the Women's Day Celebrations organised by 

the Kerala Council of Churches

The Most Rev Dr. Theodosius Mar 
Thoma Metropolitan inaugurates the 

Cartoon Campaign against Drugs 
organised by the Kerala Council of 

Churches

Bishop Dr.Oommen George inaugurates the Anti Drugs 
Campaign organised by the Kerala Council of Churches
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Our Campaigns 

NCCI Observances: 

An Ecumenical 

Opportunity

communications@ncci1914.com

Interested?
contact:

Looking for 

Volunteer Journalists 
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