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           Connect -Create -Change 

   Youth Concerns- National Council of Churches in India  

¶ Encouraging young people 

to be the part of the Na-

tional Ecumenical Move-

ment. 
¶ Networking with the local 

and international Ecumeni-

cal partners for resource 

sharing and partnership. 
¶ Connect ing  member 

Churches and local youth 

movements with NCCI 

youth concern ministry 

through organizing pro-

gram both at regional pro-

gram both at regional and 

National levels . 
¶ Strengthening direct part-

nership with youth fellow-

ships of the members 

Churches and NCCI youth 

concern ministry and en-

couraging them to create 

ecumenical platform for 

young people to promote 

grassroots ecumenism . 
¶ Identifying young people to 

engage them in a process 

of articulating their faith 

and understanding about 

God.  

Invitation to Write  

Constituent members of NCCI, 

especially Member Churches of 

NCCI, are requested to share 

recent reports of youth pro-

grammes with the NCCI Youth 

Concerns department for          

publication in the E- Newsletter.  

For more details : 

B. Asher  
Executive Secretary-Youth Con-

cerns 
     Phone no:9960780401,                               

         9952099455 

Email: youth@ncci1914.com, 

             asher@ncci1914.com 

òBlessed are those who work for peace; God will call them his Child- Mathew 5:9ó 

 
The definition of peace is defined by the consumerist patterns of day-to-day life 

in this contemporary world.  Todayõs peace is defined by having all material 

things and living a sophisticated life. But the definition of peace in Christõs teach-

ings differs with the worldly definition of peace and it is interlinked with all the 

following relations.  
 

Peace with God: - As we all sing òJesus is the prince of peaceó and word of God 

also says in (Ephesians 2:14) that God is our Peace. We can be sure that we can 

find peace in God. As we are all born in sin, we were all separated from God, 

but Christ restored our relationship again by taking our sins and griefs on the 

cross. Through his death he has given us the path of reconciliation (Romans 5:1). 

We rejoice in the hope, we rejoice in our sufferings, but we rejoice more in be-

ing reconciled with God. 
 

Peace with Neighbors: - As God has taught us and made a path of reconciliation, 

we should always make sure to live in unity and good relationship with each oth-

er, (Colossians 1:20) and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 

things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on 

the cross. As God has empowered us in spirit to be a peacemaker, our responsi-

bility as Godõs child is to spread peace and joy with one another. 
 

Peace with ourselves: - As Jesus is our prince of peace, in him we are a new cre-

ation. He has made us whole and complete like him. When trials come and try to 

tear us apart, he is our peace. In God we are strong. As (John 16:33) says- These 

things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have Peace. We can only find 

Peace in God our father. 
 

Undoubtedly, Youth needs to create a culture of PEACE and CONFLICT-FREE 

environment.  As the youths are considered as the key agents of peace building, 

they have potential to overcome violence against the world and can establish 

peace with the values of Christ teachings. As we journey towards the pilgrimages 

of peace, we continue with values of Christ to be an inclusive and establish peace 

with justice.  As the verse also clearly says in Matthew ð 5:9 when we work for 

peace we will be called as the children of God, we see that the youth age draws 

many of them away from God but as Youths we need to encourage each other 

and mold ourselves to be called as his children and to get an identity as Godõs 

child. 

òThe Youths of a nation are the trustees of prosperityó (Benjamin Disraeli)                                                                                                                    
 

Ms. Sahana Benya 

                                                                                        Youth Secretary-UELCI 
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Prayer Points  

¶  We pray for the 

young people who 

lost their Jobs and 

disturbed mentally 
during the pan-

demic 

  
¶ We pray for the 

young people who 

are  affected by 

the new policies 

introduced by the 

Government . 

 
¶ We pray for the 

Churches, Institu-

tions NGOõs, who 

are facing huge 

financial crisis in 

the Post Covid 

era. 

 
¶ We pray for peace 

between the 

young people es-

pecially in the con-

text of religious 

violence happening  

around us. 
 
¶  We pray for the 

minority commu-

nities whose fideli-

ty to the nation is 

judged by  the 

hegemonic nation-

alists. 

    

  Upcoming Events  

 
¶ OCYM 84th Global  
       Conference on 3rd      

Oct-5th Oct at Mavelikara, 

Kerala. 
¶ Youth Olympics in 

Church of North India 

from Oct 21-23 at 

Jabalpur . 
¶ Youth Camp in 

GSELC on 15th-16th 

October at Badracha-

lem. 
¶ Webinar on Youth 

Health and Healing in 

November. 

 

NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON SOCIETAL PEACE AND YOUTH IN THE 

POST COVID WORLD.  

                                                  
The three-day National Symposium on Societal Peace and Youth in the Post Covid Con-

text was conducted on 26th to 28th July 2022 by the India Peace Centre at NCCI Cam-

pus Nagpur.   This conference intended to deliberate on societal peace and need for sol-

idarity in the present context especially focusing on young people from the member 

churches of NCCI and from different denominations and faiths. Around 35 young people 

participated and discussed about peace in the post Covid World.  Mr. Angelious Michael 

inaugurated the sessions and Rev. Asir Ebenezer greeted the delegation with the state-

ment òsovereignty to enhance peaceó. Dr. Tejinder Singh Rawal Spoke on the potentiali-

ty of the youth in peace building in the post Covid world in the areas like environmental 

issues and other areas that young people could use their energy for the cause of Peace. 

Dr. Joshuva Peter spoke on hoe the pandemic helped to realize the opportunity to 

spread peace and unity among with people of other religions. 
 

Rev. Dr. Packiam T. Samuel deliberated on Societal peace from a multi-faith perspective. 

The session highlighted the interdependence of all beings. Rev. Dr. Vincent Rajkumar 

continued on the socio-political perspective through positive and negative peace. The 

effect of Covid19 on people, the digital gap it created, the political response, and the re-

sponse of faith communities and concluded with peace being the core while fighting 

against injustice, discrimination and violence.  The panel discussion followed with Rev. 

Dr. Abraham Mathew speaking on societal peace and religion, Mr. Pradeep Bansrior 

speaking on societal peace from the perspective of Adivasis/tribals and Dalits, Rev. Jyothi 

Singh speaking on society and gender, and Rev. Dn. Ribin John presenting on societal 

peace and PWD and gender diversities. This discussions was moderated by Mr. B. Ash-

er. 
 

On the Second day the panel discussion on the various themes was moderated by Dr. 

Rawal.  The panel discussions by Mr. Ashish Deshpande who presented on societal 

peace & urban deprived communities, Adv. Laxmi Malewar presented on societal peace 

& environment, Ms. Sonal Hikare presented on societal peace & youth in IT sector,  
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Ms. Lata Tokhi spoke on societal peace & child upbringing. Later the session followed by Adv. Allen 

Marques explained the fundamental rights, discrimination in marriage, equal opportunities, discrimina-

tion, and other legal factors. In the evening the participants were taken to India peace centre for ôdine 

and dialogueõ. Rev. Dr. Joshuva shared his interfaith experience and how as a Christian community we 

could maintain the religious harmony. On the third day the participants were divided into two groups 

and the member churches youth secretaries were led by Mr. Asher and other delegation were led by 

Mr. Angelious. Mrs. Beryil Logan shared on the HIV/ AIDS interventions and Fr. Thomas Ninan shared 

on the biblical tools. Later the session was concluded by Mr. Angelious Michael and the delegates drew 

action plans to carry forward the peace initiatives in their respective communities and places. 

 

Third National Conference 2022 on November 24-26th  at Henry Martin Institute, Hyderabad                                     
For more details contact : Jessica Richard 

Phone no: 9894096396 

Email: engageconferences@gmail.com,  engagedisability@gmail.com 

Website:  www.engagedisability.in 

                                               NATIONAL YOUTH LEADERS MEET  

The National youth leaders meet happened on 

28th July 2022 at NCCI campus Nagpur.  Youth 

leaders from the member Churches of NCCI 

had able to met physically after two years since 

covid. Rev. Dr. Asir Ebenezer had shared the 

greetings to youth leaders  and also encouraged 

the youth leaders to build the network among 

the young people and also to plan future pro-

grams. The youth leaders from each Church had 

shared their programs which happened during 

the pandemic period.  There are number of pro-

grams and activities conducted during the covid, 

many of the member Churches youth had active-

ly participated and responded in the time of 

covid. The youth leaders had also shared the up-

coming programs from their Churches.  The 

youth leaders also had the opportunity to participate in the òNational symposium on societal peace and 

youth in the post-covid worldó organized by India peace centre. NCCI  has also encouraged the mem-

ber Churches to observe  the international youth day on August 12th at their respective Churches on 

the theme òIntergenerational solidarityó.  The youth leaders has also discussed on the upcoming Quad-

rennial Assembly of NCCI in 2023 and National Ecumenical Youth Assembly NEYA in 2024. 
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Student Chaplaincy Ministry Programme Phase -III  

Church of South India, Department of Youth   had conducted ò Student chaplaincy ministry pro-

grammeó III Phase on 11-12th August at CSI synod centre Chennai.  Adv.C.Fernandas Rathina Raj, Gen-

eral Secretary of CSI and Prof. Dr, B. Vimal  Sukumar had inaugurated the program. The two day pro-

gram has helped the student chaplains to learn more about the emotions and feelings in the student life 

because of various challenges like parental expectation education achievements, career management, 

family and peer group pressures and so on. Dr. Samason Gandhi took sessions on ô suicidal ideation in 

student: triggering factors and preventionõ, ô handling guilt and anxiety in students Lifeõ and ô anger man-

agement. Rev. Christopher Dharmaraj has shared on ôholistic mission of student chaplaincy ministryõ.  

Feedback& sharing session took place. As a follow-up of III phase Student chaplains identified two educa-

tional institutions in their diocese to conduct workshops for students. 

 

International Youth Day 12th August 2022 
 
The International Youth Day is celebrated on the 

12th August every year. The theme for this year 

2022 is òIntergenerational Solidarityó  which high-

lighted the issue of age related barriers in the so-

ciety and in the religious communities.  The young 

voices are not considered based on the ageism 

which is an unaddressed issue in our places. NCCI

-youth concerns has encouraged the member 

Church youth leaders to bring awareness about 

the age related barriers in their Churches and so-

ciety.  Church of South India, in synod retreat 

centre has observed International Youth and invit-

ed NCCI-youth secretary to explain the challeng-

es and prospects of the international youth day. 
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  International Youth Day Celebrations at Northern Evangelical Lutheran Church (NELC) at Dumka.  

 

 

International Youth Day Celebrations at Mennonite Church at Bhillai 

 

 
The Chaldean Syrian Church of the 

East has celebrated the Internation-

al youth day and also volunteered 

to visit to the old age home and 

spent a day with them. Youth have 

committed to show their solidarity 

with all the generations and as an 

act of praxis they had shown what 

is mean by intergenerational soli-

darity.  

 

 

 

 


