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For Mother Earth'

From dust we came
to dust return

we are children of the ground
and pecople of the carth

Sower of the sced,
Shaper of the dust,
Moulder of clay,
Giver of breath,
You made us rise from the ground
there must be a reason for creating us so
to be drawn close
to the source of our flesh
for us to be keepers
and tillers
of the garden,
that is in actuality
our Mother

We are grounds and plots
plowed and prepared
to receive the seeds
of concern
of caring
of compassion
for the very ground of our birth

You have made us seedbeds
and the seeds had been planted
watered by the cries of victims
but fed and nourished

by the hope emerging
from learning from each other
of steps done
of work undertaken
of examples shown
of insights gained
of ancient wisdom
re-awakened

Help us to nurture
and nourish the seeds sown
that they may grow
and bear fruit
in our lives
in our institutions of learning
in our places of worship
in the lives of people we touch
in our thoughts, hearts and deeds.

As Mother Earth fed, raised,
nurtured and nourished vs,
may we, her children,
till and tend her garden
with tender loving care,
ensuring that others
and generations coming after us
will be also benefited
by the fruits of creation

As we depart from this place
may we not forget
why we have come here
we have come
to discuss and dissect
to learn and re-learn
to draw from our own wells
a source of encouragement
a spur to action
a resolve to stand firm
in preserving
and protecting
Mother Earth.

Let us water the earth
Let us ‘soil” our hands
and in so doing, enrich our souls
In our local situation
and in our collective action,
on our own
and when working together,
when remolding our own conduct
or fighting systems
and structures...
... we act and speak
for Mother Earth!

' By Reuel Norman O. Marigza (Divinity School, Silliman University, Dumaguete City, Philippines).
Written as Closing Reflection for ATESEA/SEAGST Workshop on the theme: “Preserving Mother

Earth: A Theological Concern,” STM, Malaysia



