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FOREWORD 

NCCI Tribal and Adivasi Sunday 2022 

 

Traditional Wisdom and knowledge are slowly fading into history. Worse still it is seen as 
primitive. Some even propagate that such knowledge is unscientific. It is in this context that the 
United Nations Network invites us to observe the World Indigenous Peoples Day in 2022 as the 
day to remember the women who have strived and still strive to preserve and transfer this 
knowledge. It is such preservation and transfer of knowledge that affirms Life. Such affirmation 
alone can keep the balance in the web of life 

I congratulate Mr. Pradip Bansrior and the team which worked on this Liturgy. I urge all Church 
leaders to promote the use of this Liturgy in ways possible - either in regular worship or as 
special observance to help our members address issues and concerns addressing Tribal and 
Adivasi peoples, particularly relating to the role of Tribal and Adivasi women in sustaining and 
promoting traditional knowledge. 

If you have anything interesting to share, please send it to us for sharing with others in the NCCI 
constituency. 

Our prayers with you as you observe the Tribal and Adivasi Sunday in your contexts 

 

Rev. Asir Ebenezer 
General Secretary, NCCI 
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INTRODUCTION 

The International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples was first pronounced by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations in December 1994. By resolution 49/214 of 23 December 1994, 
the United Nations General Assembly decided that the International Day of the World's 
Indigenous People shall be observed on 9th August every year. By following this UN day,   on 17 
September 2010, during the Annual General Body Meeting of National Council of Churches in 
India in Bangalore, for the first time announced observance of the NCCI-Tribal and Adivasi 
Sunday. NCCI, therefore, urges and requests constituent members to annually observe every 
Sunday closest to 9th August as NCCI -Tribal and Adivasi Sunday and the date to be marked in 
the Church calendar and dairy. 

In order to have a better understanding of the life situation of the Tribal and Adivasi 
communities in India and to have a common form of worship for this special Sunday, NCCI 
therefore brings out this Liturgy. Nevertheless, NCCI acknowledges that many churches do not 
follow a liturgical form of worship; still NCCI requests those churches to adopt the Liturgy 
suitable to their own tradition. At the same time, NCCI  is also aware of the absence of Tribal 
and Adivasi communities in a few churches, yet NCCI requests all those churches to observe this 
special NCCI Tribal and Adivasi Sunday to show their solidarity to our fellow tribal and adivasi 
friends who are oppressed and marginalised in various ways. NCCI hope that the observance of 
this special NCCI Tribal and Adivasi Sunday will be an enriching one in our faith affirmation 
and for widening the horizon of our ecumenical Journey.  Since 2011, Tribal and Adivasi Sunday 
have been celebrated in many parts of our country in sensitizing the local congregation on Tribal 
and Adivasi Concerns. We would like to thank for the enormous support we have received from 
the churches, dioceses, parishes and institutions in celebrating this special Sunday.  

The theme for this year's Tribal and Adivasi Sunday is “The Role of Tribal and Adivasi Women 
in the Preservation and Transmission of Traditional Knowledge”. We take this opportunity to 
invite you to celebrate Tribal and Adivasi Sunday on 7th August 2022 in your church/local 
parish/institution in a creative way. Herewith we are sending you a special order of worship for 
the day. You may take the freedom to use the entire worship order and translate it in your 
vernacular language or adapt parts of it.  

With regards, 

In Christ, 

 

Pradip Bansrior  
Executive Secretary  
Dalit and Tribal/ Adivasi Concerns  
National Council of Churches in India 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

THEME:  
The Role of Tribal and Adivasi Women  

in the Preservation and Transmission of Traditional Knowledge 
 

(Suggested texts: Proverbs 23: 22-25, Proverbs 1:8-9, Exodus 20:12, Psalm 82: 3-4) 

SETTING: The service can be organized in an open space to instill a sense of bonding with 
nature, outside the four walls of the church building. This space can be within the church 
compound or in a remote area where there are trees and greenery around; people can be seated 
in a circle to symbolize unity and harmony with nature and with one another. 

COMPOSITION OF WORSHIP LEADERS:  Women and men, young and old alike, to lead the 
different parts of the worship with a ratio of 1:1. 

INVOCATION:  

A Tribal or Adivasi song or/and dance that invokes the presence of God. (Engage people from 
the community who can play traditional musical instruments alongside the songs. The 
congregation is welcome to join in singing, clapping their hands, and also dancing to the tune of 
the song as per the leading of the Spirit.)  

CALL TO WORSHIP :  

(Preferably a woman from the indigenous community to lead this part) 

Leader: Come, let us worship God, who has put Ruah in the earth and the Indigenous peoples of 
the world have heard the voice of the Spirit in their own lives and life together with the 
community of creation.  

Let us open our hearts and minds to recognize the struggles, laments, strength, and resistance of 
Tribal and Adivasi women since time immemorial. Each stitch, each weaving, each song, the 
paths through the mountains, in canoes on rivers, lakes and seas, all show us the wisdom of 
Indigenous women.  

Let us listen and learn from their wisdom so that together we may be agents of transformation in 
preserving all life forms, and passing on knowledge and practices that build communities. 

OPENING PRAYER:  

Creator God, your Spirit moved on the waters – and there was light, your first creation. You 
delight in your creation. You spread your colors of reds and golds, purples and greens for all to 
see. But we get caught up in speeding through life, looking for quick and easy answers, intent on 
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accomplishing more, yet somehow enjoying less. We overlook anything that seems outdated and 
undervalue skills and knowledge of Tribal and Adivasi communities. We pray that you slow us 
down to marvel at the splendor around us. Make us humble enough to learn from each other and 
appreciate what each has to offer in building a community of joy, a people of praise, a center of 
healing, and a gathering committed to your truth. Amen.  

OPENING SONG/ HYMN: Kumbaya, my Lord, Kumbayai  

Chorus: Kumbaya my Lord, Kumbaya  
  Kumbaya my Lord, Kumbaya  
  Kumbaya my Lord, Kumbaya  
  O Lord, Kumbaya  

 
 
  Kumbaya my Lord, Kumbaya  
  Kumbaya my Lord, Kumbaya  
  Kumbaya my Lord, Kumbaya  
  O Lord, Kumbaya  
 
 

1. For the sun, that rises in the sky  
For the rhythm of the falling rain  
For all life, great or small  
For all that's true, for all you do  
(Repeat chorus) 

 
2. For one second on this world you 

made  
For the love that will never fade  
For a heart beating with joy  
For all that's real, for all we feel  
(Repeat chorus) 

 
SCRIPTURE READING:  
 
  Old Testament : Exodus 20:12, Proverbs 1:8-9 
  New Testament : Luke 6: 20-21 
 
REFLECTION: 
 
In a recent massive landslide incident in Makhaum village in Manipur’s Noney district. It was 
said that a tribal woman felt a disaster was soon approaching. 

“Seems one aunty who temporarily lives at this train station hill along with few other 
families felt a disaster coming. Yesterday she felt really dizzy and heard the earth 
rumbling. She had asked the other families to come back to the village along with her 
but they all thought it’s only superstition to believe in indigenous ways of warning. 
The land was speaking to her and thank goodness she listened. Not blaming the 
deceased, but this is a good example for us as individuals and communities to give 
equal importance to indigenous knowledge as we do Western sciences.” (Quoted 
from Juliana Phaomei’s twitter post). 

The railway development project caused this landslide. It was commenced without consent from 
the tribals and without assessing environmental impact. It caused water pollution, environmental 
damage, displacement, and loss of many tribals’ lives. This railway project is part of India’s 
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Look East and Act East policy to connect with ASEAN countries. It is a threat not only to 
humans but to the dying earth as well. Warnings from activists and tribal woman’s premonition 
were ignored for selfish greed. 

Tribal and Adivasi women and girls have an integral relationship with the earth and its 
surroundings. They help us to discern and be conscious of our surroundings. They have 
knowledge based on observation and interaction with the environment. Tribals and Adivasis 
instinctively learn how to connect to the earth. From generation to generation, they pass on their 
knowledge through songs, stories, and so on. Therefore, the tribal woman at the train station 
knew how to connect and listen to the earth through her ancestors’ knowledge. This knowledge 
helped save herself and those who listened to her.Therefore, it is crucial to acknowledge that 
Tribal and Adivasi women and girls are knowledge creators,holders,and agents of change. 
However, when we fail to listen to their intuition, we lose our connection with the earth. There is 
climate crisis. 

When mega development projects deny the pleas of Tribal and Adivasi, it causes climate crises. 
And climate crisis is gender crises. The climate crisis disproportionately affects Tribal and 
Adivasi women and girls. In climate crisis such as flood, landslide, war crimes (AFSPA) and 
even covid19 pandemic, Tribal and Adivasi women and girls are vulnerable to gender-based 
violence. They are at the forefront and face sexual violence and death. Therefore, gender justice 
is climate justice. 

This brings us to our text on Luke 6: 20-21. Then he [Jesus] looked up at his disciples and said: 
“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.” “Blessed are you who are 
hungry now, for you will be filled.” “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.” 

In this text, Jesus addresses the issues of poverty, hunger, and grief. While the rich exploited the 
resources, the poor suffered. However, Jesus blesses the poor Tribal and Adivasi women and 
girls with a promise. A promise to uplift and bring healing. Jesus not only healed the afflicted, 
but he also fed and clothe the poor 

As Jesus addresses the economic exploitation of the poor, it calls us to take seriously the 
economic exploitation and inequality towards Tribal and Adivasi women and girls. The 
economic exploitation comes in many ways: land theft and developmental projects on Tribal and 
Adivasi land, such as in the 2000s, we are all familiar of how Dongria Kondh Adivasi women 
resisted the mining in the Niyamgiri hills or of how Adivasi women in West Bengal are 
continuing to resist the mining of the Deocha-Pachami coal mine which would displace 21,000 
people. Survival International has documented many of these stories. The economic exploitation 
causes displacement, climate crisis, sexual violence, and devaluing traditional knowledge 
system. 

The gospel calls us to look through the experiences of Tribal and Adivasi women and girls. It 
calls us to help protect traditional knowledge from being stolen by multi-billion corporations for 
their own profit. It calls us to uplift and ensure Tribal and Adivasi women and girls’ voices are 
heard. They should be integrated into decision-making processes. They have sustainable 
alternative knowledge to protect the earth. When they are at the table, it is a step towards healing 
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and transformation. When gender justice is manifested, climate justice is possible. Therefore, let 
us listen and learn from their wisdom so that together we may be agents of transformation. 
Together we may preserve all life forms. Together may we pass on knowledge and practices that 
build communities. 

MASS PRAYER:  

Everyone prays in their own language/dialect, all at the same time. It shall be led by one person 
and he/she will conclude the prayer when all have finished. The prayer points can be 1) a 
reflection on the message that was preached 2) the mission of the church towards Tribal and 
Adivasi communities especially women who are often ignored/neglected 3) the current situations 
in the social and political life of the state, country, and the world.) 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

We believe in God, the source of all life, who invites us to be partners of the creative processes 
that enhance life; who entrusts us with the responsibility of caring for the earth and everything in 
it; who delights in justice and righteousness, and detests all kinds of injustices, oppressions and 
exploitations. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, born as a human to reveal God’s love by sharing in 
the life of the suffering communities, protesting against the structures and powers that oppress 
people, powers and structures that exploit the earth’s resources, and powers and structures that 
destroy life and breed death.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, who leads us to truth, who inspires us for every good work, and 
who challenges us to work for the cause of just peace. 

We believe in the Church, which is called out to be a community that stands with all who are 
oppressed, following the way of Christ. 

We believe in the interdependence of all God’s creation; humans are not above other creatures 
but stewards with a responsibility to care and nurture for creation, resisting practices that are life-
negating. 

ACTS OF OFFERING: One Handful of Rice ii 

(People are encouraged to bring any resource that represents fruits of their labor, if rice is not 
feasible.) 

PRAYER FOR THE OFFERING: 

Gracious God, we thank you for this opportunity to share our abundance with others through the 
work of your church. Help us to use our resources wisely, to be like Christ in feeding the five 
thousand. Amen.iii  
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INTERCESSARY PRAYER: (5 members can lead in praying on each point) 

• Pray for the social justice of Tribal and Adivasi communities. Pray that they would be 
treated fairly and given the same rights and privileges as other citizens of the country. 

• Pray for the health of Tribal and AdivAsi Women. Pray that they would have access to 
medical facilities.  

• Pray for the economic development of Tribal and Adivasi communities. Pray that they 
would have access to their resources and opportunities. 

• Pray for the political empowerment and representation of Tribal and Adivasi peoples. 
Pray that they would have a voice in their governments and be able to participate in 
decision-making processes.iv 

• Pray for peoples and movements working with Tribal and Adivasi communities to learn 
about their culture and heritage while also supporting their works.  

CLOSING SONGS:  We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord  

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord;  
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord;  
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored:  
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;  
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.  
 
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand;  
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand;  
And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land:  
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;  
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.  
 
We will work with each other, we will work side by side;  
We will work with each other, we will work side by side;  
And we’ll guard each one’s dignity and save each one’s pride:  
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;  
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.  
 
We are called to make choices, we respond with our Love.  
We are called to make choices, we respond with our Love.  
And together with Wisdom, she’ll connect us all as one:  
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;  
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.  
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CLOSING PRAYER:  (After the prayer, members will walk around and greet each other with a 
handshake as a sign of peace.) 
 
Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast that which is good; render to no 
one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honour 
everyone; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; and the blessing of 
God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you 
always.v Amen. 

********** 

ORDER OF WORSHIP IS PREPARED BY: 

Ms. Dakerlin Mukhim is a member of the Khasi Jaintia Presbyterian Synod Mihngi under the 
Presbyterian Church of India. She has completed her MA in Practical Theology and is currently 
preparing for her PhD studies.  
 

REFLECTION IS PREPARED BY: 

Ms. Inatoli Phughoto Aye is a member of Western Sümi Baptist Churches Association 
(WSBAK), Nagaland.  She is a PhD research student at the University of Wales Trinity Saint 
David. She belongs to Sumi tribe.  

COVER POSTER IS DESIGNED BY: 

Mr. Vinod Shemron is a member of Diocese of Central Karnataka, Church of South India. He 
has finished his M.Th in Christian Theology from NIIPGTS, Kolkata and presently working with 
NCCI, Program Executive- Kairos India Partnership. 
 
                                                            
i The hymn was a call to God to come and help the people as they faced oppression. Indigenous 
communities are among the most marginalized sections in the world. In particular, women continue to 
face double oppression as a result of their gender even though they are the preservers and transmitters of 
traditional knowledge and practices that builds and sustains the community. Songs are one of the media 
through which women pass on the cultural values to their children and generations to come.   
Congregations are welcome to select a song that is appropriate for the occasion, in their own language or 
dialect, but which is closer to/in line with the theme. 
ii A practice that is still prevalent in the Presbyterian Church of India among the Women’s Fellowship, 
symbolizing sharing of resources. A handful of rice is usually kept aside every time a family prepares a 
meal. This is then collected at the end of the month and brought together and distributed to those families 
who are living below poverty line.  
iii Adapted from “A Collection of Liturgy Resources”, https://slidex.tips/download/a-collection-of-liturgy-
resources-call-to-worship-prayers-of-confessions-opening; accessed 15 July 2022 
iv Adapted from “Made of Still: Faith and Motivation”, https://madeofstill.com/2022/06/26/prayer-for-
indigenous-people/; accessed on 15 July 2022 
v Cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:13-22 
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