Preamble:
World AIDS Day is celebrated on December 1 every year since 1988. It is dedicated to raise awareness,
educate and improve the understanding of HIV as a global public health problem. It provides an
opportunity to understand the people who live with HIV and Aids (PLWHA) to show our solidarity and
responsibility to live their lives with great dignity. This year the theme for World AIDS day is “Global

Solidarity and Shared Responsibility. Considering the importance of this day, UELCI and NCCI have
come forward to observe this day by producing an ecumenical worship order used by the Churches and
Church-related institutions on this day. Therefore, we encourage you to use this worship order fully or part
of it in your worship to show your solidarity and responsibility to the PLWHA.
Call to Worship
Leader: Over coming HIV/AIDS and the stigma that fuels its spr ead is one of the most sever e

challenges of our time. It requires courage, commitment, and good leadership at all levels, who can use
their trust and authority in God to change this pandemic’s course in the communities. Because Jesus said,
‘you shall be my witness ….. to the end of the earth’. Being a witness is not just speaking but manifesting
the love and compassion of Jesus Christ in actions for caring persons and reaching out with concern for the
immense suffering of people living and dying of HIV/AIDS among us. As people of faith, we have
gathered here to acknowledge our failure to understand HIV/AIDS’s realities and be equipped with God’s

grace and wisdom to be responsive towards HIV/AIDS persons in a meaningful way.
All: We come before God, seeking the vision to perceive our brothers and sisters infected with HIV/
AIDS in our midst, and reach out their hands and embrace their spirits
Opening Prayer:
God of compassion, When we make a wall, you build a bridge, When we draw a line, you step across,
When we shut the door with trembling, You stand in our midst and say, Do not be afraid. Our Savior, God,
show us the way to eternal life, in which all are healed, all are saved through your cross, and all are made
new by your resurrection. Amen.

Hymn: Blessed Assurance Jesus is mine
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.
Refrain:
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long;

This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long.
Perfect submission, perfect delight,
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
Angels, descending, bring from above
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love.
Perfect submission, all is at rest,
I in my Savior am happy and blest,
Watching and waiting, looking above,
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love.
Scripture Reading: Mark 5: 24-34 (or) James 2: 1-8 (or) I John 3: 18-24.
Affirmation of Faith (unison):
We believe in the enduring God, the bliss and imagination of the universe, who created and is creating all
things seen and unseen, who from the debris calls up life from lifelessness, who through infinite time has
provided people with HIV/AIDS as champions.

We believe in Jesus the Christ, who was born as bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh, crucified and who
took upon himself the healing of the human race. He elongated to death who experienced the disdained to
dignify the dejected like the people with HIV/AIDS by the socio-religious dominants and buried. He
descended to the dead, rose again, and sits at the right hand of God to liberate the people from the state of
rejection, oppression, and hopelessness, ascended into heaven to be the hope and life to the refused
communities. He will come to judge the living and the dead to establish the circumstances of impartiality,
justice, and righteousness.
We believe in the Holy Spirit of God, who enables the people to support the weak and marginalized and to

expostulate and protest against the exclusion of the people with HIV/AIDS. Who unceasingly regenerates
and reforms the church to be the shelter of acceptance and loving body of the Christ, through prayer, word,
and deed. We believe in the Catholic and Apostolic Church without exclusions and elimination for the
people who require inclusion, the fellowship of all humanity, the forgiveness of sins and removal of hatred,
dejectedness, regeneration of the body with the promise of love, faith, joy, and the life everlasting. Amen

Voice of Victims:
Voice 1:
HIV/AIDS is considered a deadly disease where people fear coming or even touching us.
In a parable, Jesus christ expresses his perspective to love the neighbors and stand with the oppressed.
Thus challenging everyone to look beyond their race, class, religion, and gender and serve anyone who
needs help. People who have HIV/AIDS like me who are oppressed in society can also be considered as
your neighbor. Are you ready to love us, unconditionally?
Voice 2:
We are socially denied and stigmatized, labeled as cursed by God by society, and our voices are
condemned. People raised their voices to call for an end to silence the stigma, denial, and fear about HIV/
AIDS. And I am pity to confess that the people of faith itself has been complicit in this silence. But in the
Scripture we read, Jesus’s love has no limits that reached the most excluded person of the society. Even
the apostle Paul said this love of Jesus Christ compels him to reach the unreached. As people of faith, are
you committed to this kind of love to accept us?

Confession of Sins:
Let us confess our sins to God, our Parents.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful, and unclean. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed by neglecting our transgender friends and our friends infected by HIV/AIDS. We
exclude them instead of supporting/including them, being ignorant to care for them, forgetting to love
them, letting them live in stigma, and failing to understand them. We have not loved them with our whole
heart; we have not loved them as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, please have mercy on
us. Forgive us for not accepting them as they are, renew us to include them in the family, church, and

society. Lead us to be an example to others in showing compassion and mercy to all fellow humans so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways by being with them to show your love, care, and
compassion, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
Absolution:
We are confessing our sins before God; God heard us and forgave us and accepted us as we are, for our
God is merciful and is forgiving our sins. Therefore, beloved brothers and sisters, we are now a new
creation in Christ, so let us also create a new life for our friends who are infected by HIV/AIDS and

transgender friends. God restores us to be active participants filled with the Holy Spirit, to work for God’s
people at different times, in different ways, and at different places for the changes in their lives. Amen
Short Reflection:

Intercessory Prayers:
God of compassion, we pray for those whose hope and dignity have been lost because of their sickness or
disease. These are the ones who feel rejected, persecuted, shamed, and abandoned by brothers and sisters
in Christ. May our apathy towards them be transformed into compassion.
Lord in your mercy … Hear our prayers
God of love, our fellow beings are dying because of the social structures and systems that crush the people
living with or suspected of having HIV. They are turned away from health care services, denied housing

and employment, shunned by their friends and colleagues, turned down for insurance coverage, or refused
entry into foreign countries. In many cases, they may be evicted from home by their families, divorced by
their spouses, rejected by their church, and suffer physical violence or even murder. We pray that God
enables each one of us to realize and challenge these structures.
Lord in your mercy … Hear our prayers
God, who disturbs, we pray for the church both local and universal; may it be a community marked by
proper understanding, fellowship, mutual support, and hope. And it acts as God’s instrument of love,
care, and concern for others. Let it be shaken out of its self-righteousness and traditional values. Grant us
all the courage, humility, and loving spirit to resist injustice and evil.
Lord in your mercy … Hear our prayers
Closing Hymn: Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee
Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee,
God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee,
Op’ning to the sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day!
All Thy works with joy surround Thee,
Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays,
Stars and angels sing around Thee,
Center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,
Singing bird and flowing fountain
Call us to rejoice in Thee.

Thou art giving and forgiving,
Ever blessing, ever blest,
Wellspring of the joy of living,
Ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother,
All who live in love are Thine;
Teach us how to love each other,
Lift us to the joy divine.
Closing Prayer:
Gracious God, we thank you for being with us in this worship. We thank you for reminding us of our
responsibility towards the people with whom you are concerned. Continue to enable and guide us to
continue Your mission till the end of our lives. We ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen
Benediction:
Having been challenged and committed, go forth in peace and love; have courage and justice, strengthen
the fearful, support the weak and help the sick and suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord,

rejoicing in the power of Holy Spirit. Amen.
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