
Response from 

Malankara Mar Thoma 

Syrian Church 

On 10 March, 2020 the Mar Thoma 

Metropolitan, Most Rev Dr Joseph Mar 

Thoma, instructed all parishes to 

suspend large gatherings, including 

worship services to prevent the spread 

of Coronavirus. Metropolitan also 

encouraged all dioceses and parishes 

to take care of the victims of Covid19. 

 

The Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian 

Church has 13 dioceses and parishes in 

India and abroad. Therefore, the 

responses to Covid 19 were organized 

locally by different dioceses, local 

parishes and its organizations 

considering the local needs. Some of 

the events documented are mentioned 

below.  

Masks, Sanitizer – Making and 

Distribution 

The Mar Thoma Yuvajana Sakhyam is 

the youth wing of the church and it 

has been actively involved in the fight 

against Covid19. They made masks 

and prepared sanitizers and 

distributed the same in different parts 

of India and especially in Kerala. 

 

 

Rev John Mathew C 

Food Materials and Food Kits 

Distribution 

• The Mumbai diocese co-

ordinated the relief work in 

three ways: 

Parishes – Different parishes provided 

food kits in the slums and among the 

needy residing near the premises of 

their Churches. Few of the Churches 

also came up with live kitchen services 

to provide free food to the people who 

live on the streets of Mumbai. People 

living in the areas of Mira-Bhayander, 



Malad, Goregaon, Thane and Kalyan 

benefitted through the services 

extended by the parishes.  

Institutions – Institutions such as 

NAVJEEVAN, which has its ministry 

among sex workers and their children 

from Red Streets of Mumbai, as well as 

NAVODAYA MOVEMENT, which 

serves among rag pickers and the 

Transgender community, came 

forward to extend their love by 

feeding the people who have been 

labelled, marginalized, and subjugated 

by society. Sex workers in the Red 

Street  

 

areas were provided food kits by 

Navjeevan and on the other hand, 

around 300 transgender living in the 

areas of Malwani, Kalyan-

Bantherpada, Vithalwadi, Shahad, 

Bhiwandi etc., were reached out by 

Navodaya Movement.  

Mission Centres– The Maharashtra 

Mission of the Mumbai Diocese shares 

God’s love and salvation with the 

Tribal and Dalit Communities in and 

around Maharashtra. With the support  

 

of Mar Thoma parishes, it was made 

possible to reach out to around 627 

houses, irrespective of religion or faith 

practices. Rt. Rev. Dr. Geevarghese 

Mar Theodosius Episcopa, the 

Diocesan Bishop, coordinated the 

timely intervention. 

Rev Allan T. Samuel 

• Delhi Mayur Vihar St. 

Stephens Church 

  

Rev M. P. Solomon 



 

• Kunnamkulam- Malabar 

Diocese.  

Support to the Community Kitchen 

and other needs 

Coyalmannam Ebenezer M T C has 

sponsored meals for 13 days through 

the Community Kitchen of 

Coyalmannam Grama Panchayath. 

 

Coyalmannam Bishop Abraham Mar 

Thoma Jubilee memorial Hospital has 

given its Ambulance for the relief 

work of the Panchayath. 

Karimba St Thomas M T C has 

sponsored 10 days-worth of meals 

through the community kitchen of 

Karimba Grama Panchayath.  

 

Karimba St Thomas M T C supported 

20 families by giving Rs.2000 to each 

family. 

Karimba St Thomas M T C under the 

Ecumenical Fellowship has given 250 

Easter Sunday Lunches to the Hospital 

Staff, Patients, Police and other Health 

workers. 

Support to the Transgender 

Kunnamkulam- Malabar Diocese has 

provided 84 kits of Food materials to 

transgenders in the following areas: 

Calicut   : 35 Nos 

Kannur   : 13 

Sulthan Bathery  : 12 

Thrissur   : 12 

Malappuram              : 12 

Diocese is directly supporting 13 

families, by providing financial 

support to meet their day to day 

expenses. 

Almost all the Parishes supporting low 

income group of its members and their 

neighbors. 

Rev K. V. Cherian 

• Kanivu : A project of Salem 

Mar Thoma Church, 

Ernakulam to help the 

Destitute  

Under this project 150 lunch packs 

have been distributed every day 

mainly for the landless labourers and 

the destitute.  

Civil Police Officers who are in the 

forefront combating Covid19 have 

been taken care of through the 

provision of drinking water and food 

packets.  



Many housing colonies in Eranakulam 

city where daily wage workers and 

labourers live have been visited and 

provided with grocery kits and food 

items.  

 

The project expenses are met by the 

benevolent church members and the 

local community. Rev James M Koshy 

and Rev Jinu John are organizing the 

project. 

• Valankara Church  

Valankara Mar Thoma Church, 

Mallappally distributed  medicine for 

diabetes, free of cost to the needy 

patients. 

 

Rev T S Philip 

• Mumbai, Malad Bethel Mar 

Thoma Church 

The Executive Committee of Bethel 

Mar Thoma Church Mumbai, Malad 

met much before the Prime Minister’s 

declaration of Lockdown in the Nation 

to decide upon the relief work and 

action plan to support the fight against  

Covid-19 by providing assistance to 

people of economically weaker 

sections in and around Malad. It 

appointed a team to plan and execute 

along with the office bearers. The 

Church space was also recommended 

to be an Isolation ward, if a need arises 

from the local Governing bodies. The 

permission from the Assistant 

Commissioner of Greater Mumbai 

Municipal Corporation, P North Ward 

was sought with an assurance of 

fulfilling all social norms placed by the 

authorities. The esteemed guidance 

and suggestions of the Diocesan 

Bishop, Rt. Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar 

Theodosius Suffragan Metropolitan 

and Shri T C Benjamin IAS 

supplemented the relief work strategy.   

The Police department also proposed 

the Church to work in the Slums area 

especially in Ambojwadi (Malwani). 

Along with that area, we could 

identify the needed Communities 

comprising of:  

A. Blind People’s Group 

B. Physically Challenged Group  

C. Fishermen’s Community in Madh 

region  

D. Wayside destitute’s  

E. Migrants and homeless 



F. Transgender Community in 

Malwani including HIV positive cases 

through Navodaya Movement. 

G. Police Community (Sanitizer’s and 

Masks) 

H. Community Outreach Workers 

(Sanitizer’s and Masks) 

I. Mothers and Children at Red Light 

Areas through Navjeevan. 

J. People at Khardi Village in Thane 

district etc., 

  A team of 16 people was 

selected as Volunteers who were 

confident and willing serve. Each one 

was issued a letter that contained their 

Government ID as reference. From the 

team, five volunteers who aspired to 

travel and serve in the Community 

were given Govt- Photo ID’s issued by 

the Community Development Officer. 

Initially food packets from the 

Community kitchen were desired, but 

the impact and reach were minimal. So 

as to serve a large arena and purpose, 

food kits consisting of basic essentials 

were prepared. Based on the list 

circulated by the collector's office the 

area for distribution of Grocery kits 

and food packets were identified and 

distributed with the support of Govt 

staff. We would also recommend the 

authorities the areas that needs 

support and relief. The following were 

accomplished until 9th of May 2020: 

A. Preparation and Distribution of 

6000 Grocery kits. 

B. Cooking and Serving of 400 food 

packets through own Community 

Kitchen  

C. Advocacy and Awareness: wherein 

the Volunteers would connect the 

Local bodies and needed 

Communities, which also would be 

vice versa. Unreached areas and 

needed situations were linked with the 

Collector and Municipal Authorities 

which made fruitful interventions.  

D. Reaching out to the own ones in the 

Church with finances and essentials.  

E. Empowered Community Kitchen in 

the target areas to provide 1000 food 

packets to beneficiaries daily. 

F. Every distribution is made known to 

the Government personnel in the 

Collector and Municipal Office in 

P/North Ward of Mumbai region etc., 

 

 

Social Distancing made mandatory 

   Appreciating the team of 

Volunteers who selflessly worked for 

the benefit of the needy and neglected. 

We acknowledge the generosity of the 

donors who contributed their best 

even in this difficult time for this noble 

cause until now.  



 

   Preparation of Food Grains and 

Groceries for distribution 

 

Cooked Food Packets 

 

Government Authorities 

Coordinating the Assistance 

 

We have raised about 12 lakhs for 

fulfilling the need of the beneficiaries.  

Praying that we could help our fellow 

brothers and sisters to sustain the 

Covid-19 outbreak and we become a 

blessing to many in the desperate 

times.  

Rev. Thomas Kurian, Vicar  

Sabu C Abraham, Secretary 

 

 

• Pandalam Mar Thoma Church 

 

 

Adv. Prakash P. Thomas  

 

 


