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Children today, both in Church and society, find 
themselves the most vulnerable in every aspect 
of life. The current context vis-a-vis children in 
India includes rampant prevalence of child    
labour, high incidence of malnutrition, and       
practice of early     marriage, child trafficking, 
sexul  harassment and rape of children. Remedial 
policies to address the vulnerability    contexts of 
children are needed in our churches and institu-
tions. Churches have failed to address the issues 
threatening children in our             policymaking 
because we tend to think our church-related 
spaces are safe. This, however, is not true. Abuse 
and threats to children are    present in      church
-related spaces as well. Absence of a Child    
Protection Policy leaves the matter of children’s 
safety unaddressed and leaves children open to 
the risk of being victimized.  

Jesus opened up his spaces and said, 
"let the little children come to me". In this space 
he created for them, he engaged in conversation 
with them, listened to them and made them feel 
safe and welcome. Our churches need to become 
such spaces that are child friendly and child-safe. 
Not creating spaces to listen to our children, and 
placing a shroud of silence around the issues of 
child abuse and the need for their protection, 
encourages the victimizers to take advantage of 
such silence that breeds ignorance and apathy 
surrounding the issues of protection of children.  

   

To address the need to equip the church 
about child rights and to provide churches 
the rationale for the urgency to put in 
place child protection measures and poli-
cies, a consultation was jointly organised 
by NCCI, World Vision and Evangelical 
Fellowship of India between 30 and 31st 
October 2019 at Delhi. It was attended by 
40 participants drawn from all three or-
ganising partners’ constituencies. NCCI 
was represented by 16 participants drawn 
from member churches who have shown 
an inclination to put in place child      
protection policies in their churches.  

The consultation was geared 
towards enabling participants to under-
stand the urgency of the need for a child 
protection policy in churches and       
institutions. Resource persons detailed the 
various vulnerability contexts of children, 
shared pointers on putting in place child 
safety measures and directions on how to 
develop a contextual child protection  
policy relevant to various levels in the 
contexts of participants’ churches.  

 In his introductory reflection 
Rev. Asir Ebenezer, General Secretary of 
NCCI, drawing from his experience of 
reading the bible with children,           
highlighted the biblical mandate to create 

a safe place of worship for children – a place 
where they are recognized as equals, listened to 
and affirmed. Participants from Church of 
South India and the Salvation Army shared 
their     experiences of devising and     adopt-
ing a child protection policy in their respective 
churches and how they are trying to operation-
alise it at various levels.  

The NCCI looks forward to creating guidelines 
which could be used by various churches in 
India to devise their own child protection  
policies. As churches following Jesus’ model, 
let us unite to create safe spaces for our     
children and journey towards becoming a child 
friendly church in which children are nurtured 
and we work   alongside children for a better 
tomorrow.  

Channels of  Hope for Child Protection : Consultation for  Child Protection policy 

Mr. N Jeevan Babu hails from Bathulapalli, Nellore District, Andhra Pradesh. He is currently pursuing a Bachelor of 
Divinity (BD) degree in Bethel Bible College, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh. A person with 54% benchmark disability, 
Jeevan Babu is happily married to Latha Lucina Esther who is a homemaker. Their son Raj Kumar is currently in his 
2nd year intermediate education.  

Jeevan, in his 1st  year of the BD course, is faithfully and enthusiastically pursuing his course including  
observing library hours, course attendance and carrying out other responsibilities related to his studies on campus. 
NCCI’s disability initiative, Indian Disability Ecumenical Accompaniment - IDEA, is proud to accompany and    

support Jeevan Babu in his theological studies. We wish him and his family God’s blessings and assure him of 
continued prayers for his ministry in the years to come.  

NCCI –IDEA supports differently able person for his theological studies 
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The National Council of Churches in 

India – Youth Concerns in            

collaboration with NCCI-North East 

India Action Desk and the North East 

India Christian Council organised a 

conference for the church youth  

leaders in North East India on “Youth 

Interface on Peacebuilding” at Lamka 

Presbyterian Church, Churachandpur, 

Manipur on 14-16 November 2019. 

The conference focused to motivate 

the youth leaders by giving          

cognizance of peace and its issues 

which would seek to clarify and give 

broader understanding for the causes 

of violence particularly in North East 

India by digging deeper into the   

underlying societal conflicting     

conditions that fragments the      

communal harmony. Furthermore, 

the conference also pursued to      

motivate the participants to live with 

differences of ethnicity, tribe, culture 

and religion, accepting each other as 

they are in the North Eastern context 

and not with the attitude of ‘us’ 

against ‘them’, thereby promoting a 

sense of wider ecumenism and     

mutual responsibility for building 

communities of Peace and Justice. 

The conference further engaged in 

building capacity of the youth leaders 

to create a society where young   

people have the opportunity and 

skills to contribute to peace; strength-

en youth-led peacebuilding initia-

tives, facilitate a safe space for dia-

logue and conflict transformation, 

develop the organizational capacities 

and to bring the voices of young  

people as peace seekers, peace   

builders and peacekeepers. 

Rev. Dr. Ramengliana, General    

Secretary, North East India Christian 

Council, in the Keynote Address 

highlighted the roles of the Jesus 

Christ as: kingship, priesthood and 

prophetic. He asserted that the 

“Churches in the North East India 

need to play the prophetic role in 

peacebuilding.” He further stressed 

that the Church need to have the orig-

inality in conveyance of the message 

to the society and self-criticality is 

the first prophetic role of the 

Church.Dr. Ramengliana urged the 

church to develop the “Theology of 

Ethnicity” or “Theology on Ethnic 

Plurality” as a module to promote 

peace within fellow ethnic groups 

and communities. He further        

encouraged the Church that the 

preaching to be complimented by 

work in peacebuilding. 

The participants, in the group en-

gagement, examined and identified 

key issues in North East India the 

primal stumbling block in peace-

building among the youth as sue to the lack of 

proper education on peacebuilding, commu-

nalism, exclusivism, lack of encouragement 

from elders, self-centrism, superiority com-

plex, denominationalism, political       differ-

ences and ethnicity differences. Different steps 

were also identified to address        peace-

building among the youth at the contextual 

grassroots such as cross cultural          pro-

grammes, sports, skill development, counsel-

ling, social media, inclusion of peace  building 

in Sunday Schools, Inter-denominational dia-

logue, endorsing            non-violence among 

the youth, and respecting other cultures, lan-

guage, customary practices. Programmes/

Activities to address human   trafficking in the 

Church (Youth Groups) were also suggested 

such as pulpit engagement, awareness pro-

grammes, Sunday Schools, working with 

Govt., and NGOs. 

The conference was attended by 27 youth 

leaders from 10 different churches across 

North East India –Presbyterian Church in In-

dia, Church of North India, The Salvation Ar-

my, Reformed Presbyterian Church North East 

India, Church of God (Ecclesia),      Evangeli-

cal Church of Maraland, Lairam   Jesus Christ 

Baptist Church, Council of     Baptist Church-

es in North East India,       Evangelical 

Churches Association,          Evangelical As-

sembly Church, and             associations such 

as North East India Christian Council and 

Centre for Peace Education    Manipur. 

 

Youth Interface on Peacebuilding  
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NCCI Vidarbha Centre for Labour Concerns (VCLC): Action Planning Conference.  

VCLC is a joint programme of NCCI and 
NCCI- Urban Rural Mission (URM). This 
Conference was organised to discuss     
common issues and challenges of the    
Vidarbha region that is primarily rural. 
Grassroots workers from 9 of the 12 invited 
districts participated in this conference held 
at the NCCI Programme Centre, Nagpur on 
4th November 2019. 
 
The common issues and challenges        
discussed are summarised below:  
1. Displacement of Tribals: Tribals in the 
border of Nagpur and Chandrapur district 
(Nan Circle) live in jungles and are depend-
ent on agriculture. They are routinely     
harassed by forest department officials who 
warn them to leave the place claiming that 
the land falls under forest department    
jurisdiction. These tribals survive by bribing 
forest guards. When they grow crops and 
the crop is ready for harvest, forest        
department officials again come and destroy 
the crops leading to heavy losses for tribals. 
This has forced them to move to cities and 
towns in search of other work. Despite a 
government programme to distribute land to 
the tribals and the existence of the      
Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional 
Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest 

Rights) Act, 2006, that is intended to protect 
the land and rights of tribals, these issues that 
force them to migrate from their traditional 
occupation and ancestral land continue to 
prevail.   
 
2. Economic issues: Government insists that 
farmers grow cash crops so that the          
government will benefit. The government also 
promises fair Minimum Support Price (MSP) 
for such crops as an incentive to farmers to 
produce said cash crops. However, after    
production, the MSP is lowered leading to 
farmers incurring heavy losses as they are left 
with no other option but to sell at such low 
prices. This is one of the issues leading to 
rising and unabated spate of farmers’ suicides 
which is a major issue that needs to be      
concretely and sustainably addressed.  
 
3. Lack of employment leading to migration: 
Since farming is possible for only 150-200 
days of a year, to sustain themselves for the 
remainder of the year, tribal farmers are forced 
to  migrate to cities in search of work oppor-
tunities. Once they reach the cities they face 
daunting challenges that further lowers their 
dignity of life, such as, living in slums as they 
have no other homes in the cities,             
unemployment and hunger during the days 
they find no work, and lack of health and  
education facilities. As a result of these     
conditions and their migration between their 
villages and cities, they also fail to become part 
of the mainstream and miss out on privileges 
they may be able to avail if they were to have 
steady employment and a permanent place of 
residence.  
 

4. Condition of women: All the challenges 
highlighted above further exacerbate the 
condition of women in this region. Their 
work load in agricultural households is 
already high as they are involved in       
farming, household chores, nurture of  
children and care for the elderly. Added to 
this when they are harassed by forest    
officials it leads to high risks to their safety 
and wellbeing. Migration of the men folk to 
cities leaves them to fend for children and 
older folk by themselves in the villages, and 
if they do migrate to cities with the men, 
the issues of adverse housing conditions 
and financial burden to feed the family on 

little, leads to further decline in their own 
safety and health.   
 
The conference concluded with some  
suggestions to address the issues   high-
lighted. Some suggestions were: raising the 
awareness of tribals and farmers to fight 
for their rights, lobbying for better working 
conditions for women, formation of       
self-help groups and working on concrete 
measures to address the causes of         
migration that were highlighted.  
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Kerala Council of  Churches  
conducted a seminar on Dalit 
Issues  

KCC has given reception to the WCC 
delegation and has conducted a  semi-
nar on Dalit Issues. Members from 
member churches and           organiza-
tions attended the program. Lt. Colo-
nel Joginder   Masih, the Chief Secre-
tary of        Salvation Army in Kerala 
inaugurated the programme. Most 
Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar    Coor-
ilose Metropolitan, the  President of 
KCC, presided over the function. 
Dr.Simon John     presented the 
theme. Rt. Rev. Mathews Mar        
Sylvaniyos   Episcopa, Rev.Dr.Risto 
Jukko (WCC), Fr.Sijo Pandapallil and 
Mr. Ebenezer Issac addressed the  
gathering.  

Kerala Counil of Churches  
organized ‘Sadbhavana 
Sammelanam ‘  

KCC is celebrating its 80 years of 
formation (Sthapaka Asheethi)  

KCC organised ‘Sadbhavana  
Sammelanam’ 9 on  November 
2019 at KCC Seminar Hall. Arch 
Bishop Dr.Thomas Mar Coorilose  
Metropolitan  inaugurated the 
programme. KCC President Most 
Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar      
Coorilose Metropolitan presided      
over. Thiruvalla Municipal Chair-
man Shri. Cherian    Polachirakkal 
was the Guest of Honour. Brah-
ma Shree Akkeeraman     Kalidasa 
Bhattathirippad, Imam K.J.Salim 
Sakhafi Maulavi and Imam    Ab-
dul Sameeh Maulavi addressed the       
gathering.  

KCC is celebrating its 80 years of formation 

(Sthapaka Asheethi). Hon'ble Justice Cyriac 

Joseph, the Lokayukth in Kerala, inaugurated 

the yearlong celebrations on 10th November 

2019 (Sunday) at      Paruthipara Immanuel 

Mar Thoma Church in Thiruvananthapuram, 

Kerala.  Most Rev.Dr.Geevarghese Mar    

Coorilose Metropolitan, the President of 

KCC, presided. The Most Rev.Dr.Joseph Mar 

Thoma Metropolitan inaugurated the 

Asheethi Project. Colonel Nihal Hettiarach-

chi, Rt. Rev. Dr. Joseph Mar Barnnabas     

Episcopa, Bishop Dr.Oommen George, 

Rt.Rev.Mathews Mar Sylvanios Episcopa 

addressed the meeting.  

Church of  North India Golden Jubilee Celebration at Nagpur 

Church of North India (CNI) celebrated its 50th foundation day in Nagpur on 29 November 2019.   An impressive “Unity      

Procession” was taken out from St. Ursula School to All Saints’ Cathedral. A book titled “CNI: My Church” about the formation of the 

CNI, its life and mission in India was released by CNI Moderator, the Most Rev. Dr. P. C. Singh. 

The Officers of the CNI Synod: The Most Rev. Dr. P.C. Singh (Moderator), Rt. Rev. B.K. Nayak (Deputy Moderator), Mr.  Alwan 

Masih (General Secretary) and Prof. Jayant Agrawal (Treasurer);  Bishops of all CNI dioceses, Members of the Executive       Committee of 

the CNI Synod, Mission Partners, presbyters, lay women and men, and youth from all the dioceses participated in this event. A huge contin-

gent from the Diocese of Nagpur under the leadership of the Bishop of Nagpur took part in the celebration. In  order to celebrate the 

Golden Jubilee of the CNI, a year-long programme has been planned at the All Saints’ Cathedral, Nagpur.  



BREAKING BARRIERS, EXPLORING EQUITY, LIFE AND SUSTENANCE 
National Conference of Gender, Sexuality and Religion  

The Pre-Conference and the Conference was organized by 

the ESHA Project of the Christian Service Agency, a     

Service wing of the NCCI, with due support from Kerk in 

Actie, Netherlands and Act Church of Sweden, at Montfort 

Social Institute, Hyderabad from November 18 – 21, 2019. 

The Pre-Conference engaged 50 delegates and the        

Conference engaged approximately 120 delegates from 

churches, theological colleges, the LGBTI+ communities in 

India.  

The Pre-Conference had more of the activists and the 

allies who came together to explore new areas in the 

sphere of human sexuality, which relates to addressing 

issues relating to queer identities in the intersection of 

caste, gender, class, disability, tribal and adivasi issues. 

An interfaith prayer led by Mr Romal Laishram gave a 

great start to the Pre-Conference. Some of the key voices 

noted were as below:- 

Discrimination prevails in the society based on gender, 

caste, marital status and disability; personally,        

experienced extensive discrimination as being a woman 

and single.-Dr. Aishwarya Rao,  

In discrimination there is a triple discrimination for 

being born as woman, disability and transman.    

Therefore, Religion should play a crucial role to      

support and liberate the oppressed lives.-Mr. Kiran 

Nayak- Transman.  

The national conference started with the morning       

devotion led by Rev. Deva Jyoti Kumar, which was a 

mixture of a thought provoking skit performed by    del-

egates, followed by the sermon and a liturgy. The con-

ference was inaugurated by Rev Dr Chandran Paul Mar-

tin- Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Rev Asir 

Ebenezer, General Secretary, NCCI, Mr. Quinten Lataire

- Advisor to UNAIDS Asia Pacific, Rev Dr Justin Mo-

ses, Deputy Registrar of the Senate of Serampore Col-

lege, Mr. Joseph Thomas, Program Officer at Kerk in 

Actie, Ms Aleyamma Thomas- Vice President, NCCI, 

Dr Dieter Mitternacht- ACT Church of Sweden. Bp. 

Timothy Ravindar- CSI- Coimbatore Diocese and Mrs 

Mala, a well known Mother Activist of a Transgender 

Person in Hyderabad.  The key note address was given 

by Rev Dr Chandran Paul Martin. 

Prof Dr Mathews Thathapudi addressed the conference 

highlighting the possibilities of having an inclusive  the-

ological education whereby some of the members from 

the marginalized LGBTI+ communities can pursue a 

course on theological studies at the Senate of     

Serampore College, particularly through distance      ed-

ucation and with some of the theological colleges which 

are open to train them. 

Rev Asir Ebenezer on the last day addressed the       

Conference highlighting the key points that ESHA will 

be focussing in the coming years, particularly stressing 

on the role of the National Ecumenical Forum on     

Gender and Sexual Diversities in all the activities, as 

well as the plan to start an Advanced Institute on      

Gender, Sexuality and Religion at Nagpur. 

Finally, the meeting was concluded with a vote of thanks  

by Fr. Thomas Ninan, General Co-Ordinator of ESHA, 

and a word of concluding prayer and blessing by Bp. 

Timothy Ravinder- CSI Coimbatore Diocese.  
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Alexzandria, Egypt. 7th-11th of No-
vember.2019. 
The recent bomb blasts in churches 
in Sri Lanka, the global right wing 
behavior and manifestation, poverty, 
hunger, migration and several       
incidents have only served to      
highlight the contexts of crisis and 
vulnerability that many of our coun-
tries, churches live and make their 
witness in. Many of the member 
churches live and witness in a context 
where they are minorities and suffer 
violence and victimization. The    
missiological questions were raised 
that many of our member churches 
struggle with is how they maintain 
Christian witness and peaceful        

co-existence in a context where they 
are the minority, often facing       
violence and marginalization from 
the majority community.  
Various countries shared their      
experiences and stories of resistance. 
The inputs from various ecumenical 
leaders such as Chris Ferguson and 
others helped the ecumenical bodies 
to re-establish a framework for 
peaceful co-existence and the protec-
tion of  the rights of minorities. The 
final findings of this conference   
instructed to the participants to work 
to heighten global awareness of the 
persecution of Christians. 
In response to the evolving global 
crisis of the persecution of religious 
minorities, and in the present       
geopolitical backdrop. This global 
consultation on Mission in the Con-
text of Crisis and Marginalization 
helped me in manifolds. The intend-
ed impact of the consultation helped 
me to work together to offer to our 
member churches and the wider ecu-
menical community with a frame-
work for the peaceful              co-
existence and protection of the rights 

of minorities. 
Learning and outcome of the             
conference. 
• Got a comprehensive contextual and 
global analysis of the crisis  
• Development a mission strategy for 
conflict resolution, justice and peace 
building  
and peaceful coexistence 
• Formulated a message on the role of 
the church in conflict resolution in the 
context of religious tensions. 
This consultative process of conference 
in Alexzandria, Egypt provided a plat-
form for analysis and reflection through 
which the voices of all religious and  
political actors in the conflict were 
heard. 
The participants understood that the 
current geo-political reality can be     
described as “global apartheid,” marked 
by ethno-nationalism, racism,            
authoritarianism, fundamentalisms and 
extremism linked to different religions 
and rising fascisms.  
The consultation offered a               
comprehensive contextual and global 
analysis by hearing voices from different 
contexts around the world, including 
Angola, Bangladesh, Cameroon,       
Germany, India, Indonesia, Kenya, the 
Philippines, Latin America, South     
Africa, Sri Lanka and the United      
Kingdom.  

Mission in the Context of  Crisis and Marginalization : An International meet to discuss various 
issues of  minorities 
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New Delhi—110001.  

Phone No. 011– 23730657 | Email: nccidelhi@ncci1014.com 

NCCI Registered Office & Programme Center: 

Christian Council Campus 

Post Box #205, Civil Lines, Nagpur– 440001. Maharashtra 
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Migrant Lives Matter: NCCI – Youth Futsal on International Migrants Day 

Migration is a major phenomena in the history of the world. People keep migrating for different reasons. Some find life in 
migrating, while for some it is a matter of survival. A large part of migration in today’s context however is forced on people 
and this needs to be addressed.  
 
Concerns and issues relating to migration have been addressed though not adequately enough. The Youth Concerns        
program and the National Council of Churches in India (NCCI), taking cue from the mandate of the XXVIII Quadrennial 
Assembly of the NCCI have been working on this for close to four years. 
 
In line with this mandate, a “Futsal Tournament” was planned so that concerns and issues endemic to migration can be 
highlighted among youth and students. The Futsal tournament kicks started on 18th December, 2019 on International     
Migrants Day. NCCI in collaboration with Maharashtra Council of Churches Nagpur Zone organized the tournament at 

Chandra Devi Saraf School, Nagpur. Eight teams, representing the Nagpur Mizo Union, North East Christian          

Fellowship, All Saints Cathedral, New Life Charitable Trust, Sports Ministry, SFS Parish, Martin Nagar Parish, Pinnacle 
Worshippers and Hislop College participated in the Futsal Tournament. Nagpur Mizo Union and Hislop College were the 
two teams who played the final match. Nagpur Mizo Union won the match and Hislop College were the runners up. 
 
The Futsal Tournament brought a good tiding of sportsmanship and union among the Christian Youth in Nagpur. It also 
worked as a platform to impress upon the youth the issue of migration and the need for them to be hospitable to migrants 

amidst whom they live. 
 

https://ncci1914.com/migrant-lives-matter-ncci-youth-futsal-on-international-migrants-day/21/7237/
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Pilgrimage towards Casteless Society: An Interface  

Society or community as a place of belonging, 

with equity and dignity is the vision that justice seeking 

inclusive communities like faith communities,             

Institutions, organisations and stewardship societies seek 

to build. This is also the hope that fuels the efforts     

towards togetherness that every responsible citizen of 

India longs for and fights for.   

To  strengthen such justice seeking movements 

and capture the struggles of the marginalized           

communities, an “Interface on Pilgrimage towards a 

Casteless Society,” was jointly organized by the       

NCCI- Dalit and Tribal/Adivasi Concerns (DATA) and 

Jeypore Evangelical Lutheran Church at JELC Audio 

Recording Studio, in Koraput, Odisha on 9th & 10th 

December 2019. This Interface also marked NCCI’s 

celebration of the 72nd World Human Rights Day on 

10th December 2019, which is a day to highlight       

discrimination and atrocities related to human rights 

faced by people from marginalized communities.  

45 delegates inclusive of Church leaders, youth 

and resource persons from JELC and NCCI – DATA 

participated in this interface. The main purpose of the 

interface was to highlight the issue of caste                

discrimination and the dehumanizing adversities it    

continues to create in the lives of people from the     

marginalized communities who live under the yoke of 

this graded discriminatory and all pervasive system in 

India.  

The interface was inaugurated with prayer by Rev. 

Ujwal Satman from the JELC followed by welcome of 

delegates by Mr. Angelious Michael, Executive          

Committee Member of NCCI from JELC. Angelious  

Michael also delivered the keynote address and conducted 

the first session on the origin of caste system and its  

practices in the past and present scenario. He highlighted 

how caste practices affect both the individual and the 

community as it works to desecrate their very humanity 

and treats them even lower than animals. Ms. Rajani    

Padal, a lecturer at V.D. Autonomous College, Jeypore, 

gave a brief understanding of the caste system and the 

discrimination it promotes and percolates in society con-

trary to what its proponents espouse when they claim that 

caste is part of their sovereign and rich culture.             

Mr. Saurabh Khobragade, Program Assistant of NCCI- 

DATA gave a presentation on Policies and Objectives of 

the NCCI – DATA. The interface concluded with a vote 

of thanks offered by Mr. Angelious Michael and closing 

prayer and benediction pronounced by Rev. Jisudan  

Khora. 



National Council of Churches in India -Indian  

Disability Ecumenical Accompaniment        

(NCCI-IDEA), Christian Service Agency, Church 

of Scotland and YWCA of Nagpur has conducted 

the workshop on Rights of  Persons with Disability 

Act 2016 at YWCA Hall Nagpur on 8th December 

2019. The  Seminar was begin with devotion lead 

by Ms. Smriti Priyansha with the Scripture reading 

of Luke 4: 18-19, Mrs Lalremsiami gave the      

introduction of the program and shared the journey 

of NCCI- IDEA so far and urge the participant to 

make used of the newly  initiative helpline number 

for  concerns      relating to disability in churches 

and society. Dr Vilas Shende Managing Director 

Mure Memorial,Nagpur address the program. 28 

participants from different organizations   attended the workshop. 

Dr Vilas Shende address The Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPWD) Act, 2016 has successfully  replaced the  

Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights, and Full Participation) Act, 1955.The need to   

replace the previous Act arose after India signed and ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons 

with Disabilities (UNCRPD) in the year 2007. 

A workshop  on Rights of  Persons with Disabilities (RPWD) Act  
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Christmas: Hope in Shrinking Spaces 
 
On 16 th of December National Council of Churches in India gathered to commemorate Christmas. The nation was 

lamenting for the unfavorable settlements; NCCI took an initiative to converse courage and peace. The Most Rev. Dr. 

P.C. Singh (President– NCCI), Mrs. Aleyamma Thmas (Vice-president, NCCI), Rev. Dr. D. R. Sadananda, Mr. Alvan 

Masih (General Secretary, Church of North India) , Rev. Asir Ebenezer (General Secretary, NCCI) and Mr L. 

Hangsing (Accountant General, A&E II, Nagpur) along  with local guest and staff  brought greetings and words of 

encouragement at the time of distress. Choirs joined their voices in singing songs of hope. Christmas cards made by 

children with disabilities of Prerna Special School were employed to send meaningful Christmastide. 


