
NCCI mourns the loss of its Treasurer Dr. Rev. A. G. Augustine Jeyakumar 

NCCI Welcomes Rev. Jyoti Samuel Singh 
Pillai as the Executive Secretary for Women’s Concerns  

Rev. Jyoti S Singh Pillai has 
joined the NCCI    Executive 
staff team as the Executive 
Secretary for Women’s   
Concerns on 1st October 
2019.  Rev. Jyoti is an       
ordained minister of the CNI     
Diocese of Agra and has 
been assigned important 

responsibilities in the 
Diocese as well as in 
the CNI       Synod.  She 
has also represented 
the CNI in the Executive 
Committee and Work-
ing         Committee of 
the NCCI for a        
quadrennium. 

 Rev. Jyoti will be a     
blessing to the ministry 
of the Churches, Councils, 
Organisations and      
Agencies related to the 
NCCI.  She holds degrees 
in diverse disciplines of  
Engineering, Theology & 
Agricultural Technology. 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES IN INDIA 

The National Council of Churches in India (NCCI) pays respectful    homage 
to the living memories and rich heritage of its Treasurer Rev. Dr. A. G.  
Augustine Jeyakumar, Executive Director of the United Evangelical        
Lutheran Churches in India (UELCI), who received his home call on    
Reformation Day Thursday 31st October 2019. The President and the 
office bearers of the NCCI recognise and acknowledge with deep gratitude 
the guidance and services of the Rev. Dr. A. G. Augustine Jeyakumar, both 
as a member of the NCCI Executive Committee since 2008 and as its 
Treasurer since the year 2012; a tall ecumenical leader of the Lutheran 
Reformation tradition. 
The Rev. Dr. A. G. Augustine Jeyakumar was first and foremost a     

churchman. His deep passion for the ministries of the Church was evident in both his perspective of churches’       
mission as well as in the implementation of its projects. He     desired the relevance of church in society and spent all 
his life working toward the realisation of this desire. A keen ecumenist, a shrewd administrator, a challenging yet  
reliable partner in mission, a friend, deep thinker, strategist and architect of many a plan, Dr. Augustine Jeyakumar 
stood a head above shoulder amidst his well wishers and critics alike. His penchant for discipline and commitment to 
keep to deadlines stood him in good stead. 
In the National Council of Churches in India he is fondly remembered for thinking through his heart, his sharp               
observations and guidance in the fields of governance, administration and finance, his deep love for all staff and the    
support staff in particular, and his motivation and unwavering support to the Executive Secretaries in the discharge of 
their duties. 
May his memory abide in the remembrance of the everlasting love that he showered on us all; may he be                
remembered in our walk of faith and persistence toward life affirmation; and may his tribe increase as we emulate 
his passion for the  justice to all God’s people and every creation of God. 

 

NCCI Staff pay homage to Dr. Rev. A. G. Augustine Jeyakumar  The NCCI Nagpur 
staff remembered Rev. Dr. Augustine Jayakumar on 2nd November 2019 for his 
contribution towards the NCCI. The goodwill he had was a treasure for NCCI. A  
person like him will always be cherished and admired for his efforts. Dalit &        
Trivab/Adivasi Concerns Executive Secretary Mr. Pradip Bansrior and Youth     
Concerns Executive Secretary Mr. Jianthaolung Gomnei along with the staff gave 
the tribute and prayed for his family.  



Academic Engagement with Human Sexuality in Theological Colleges: Syllabus Review Meeting By 
ESHA and in collaboration with NEFGSD  

A One day meeting of experts to review the Senate syllabus on   
Human Sexuality was held on 7th October 2019 at the NCCI       
Campus. The meeting was a follow up of the Experts Consultation 
that was held at NCCI in the month of August, 2019. The review 
meeting was attended by Senate officials which included Rev Dr  
Justin Moses (Deputy Registrar, Senate) and Dr Limatula (Dean, 
SAATHRI), theological faculty (Rev Dr Rohan Gideon from UTC, Rev 
Dr Allan Pallanna from UTC, Mr John Lalnuntluanga from Gosner 
Theological College, Ranchi, Rev Devajothi Kumar from SIBS, 
Bangarapet), members of NEFGSD (Romal Laishram, Rachana      
Mudraboyina, Dr Aruna Gnanadason, Ms Edwina Pereira, Daniel 
Mendonca and Rohan Mathews) and ESHA staff (Fr Thomas Ninan, 

Ms Femila Livingston and Mr Vijayan Pillay). Based on the comments received at the Experts Consultation on the     
existing Syllabus on Human Sexuality which is an  optional course offered for BD final year, a new syllabus was         
proposed at the review meeting, which was suggested to be taught as an integrated course and as an interdisciplinary 
course which can be included as part of the course on theology of inclusive communities. The new course will equip 
the students to identify abusive religious interpretations that legitimize patriarchy, homophobia, transphobia, sexual 
repression and negative attitudes towards pleasure and sensuality. It will also provide the students the opportunity to 
have an interactive engagement with those  marginalized due to their sexuality and gender identities, thereby         
enabling them to apply life realities of those   marginalized to their academic engagement, including celebrating      
positive spiritualities. The pedagogical method for the course was agreed to be Lectures, group discussions, interactive 
classes, self reflection, seminars and interaction and focused interviews with the LGBTQI+ communities. In order to 
equip the faculty teaching the course, training workshops for the theological educators will be conducted in             
association with the Senate of Serampore College.  

A Delegate from United Church of Canada visited NCCI Nagpur Office 

Rev. Dr. Japhet Ndhlovu, Program Coordinator, South East Asia/ Southern Asia of 
United Church of Canada visited NCCI Nagpur Office . He is currently     serving as a 
Program Coordinator for global partnerships in Church and mission Unit responsible 
for the Philippines, India, Angola, Zimbabwe and Zambia.   
He stayed in NCCI Campus on 7th and 8th October 2019. During  his stay, he shared 
about his work and NCCI executive secretaries, Program Assistants and Interns       
interacted with him and shared their working responsibilities in NCCI. He also   
attended ESHA one day meet of experts to review the Senate syllabus on Human  
Sexuality 

NCCI Welcomes Mr. Shibi Peter as the Program Assistant in Project– Dalit Christian Support  
Program  

 
Mr. Shibi Peter has joined the NCCI as Program Assistant of Project– Dalit Christian Support  
Program. He is a member of the CSI Diocese of Central Kerala and has been working with vari-
ous Dalit movements and ecumenical organisations. He started his ecumenical journey with 
SCM and has served Student Christian Movement of India as the national coordinator of SCMI 
centenary celebrations, the Executive Secretary for Political and International desk and the   
editor of Aikyatha. He has also served the World Student Christian Federation- Asia Pacific    
Region as the standing committee member representing India.  He holds a degree in  Sociology 
and has authored several books in Malayalam. He has an extensive engagement with the Dalit 
Christian movements and has directed two notable documentary films on caste discrimination.  



 

Autonomy spirit helped in uniting everyone to one faith. 

     Centenary Autonomy Jubilee, Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 

“We are willing to take the onerous burden of self-
governance for the sustenance of our church.”  

 A huge   gathering of thousands of people pronounce and     
reaffirms this pledge at the Centenary Autonomy Jubilee of 
Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church, Ranchi, on 31st October 
– 01    November 2019, in the backdrop of the historic moment 
of  autonomy declaration. The flashback of this event reveals 
that 100 years ago during the period of First World War (1914-
1919) all German Missionaries were kept in isolation and forced 
to go back to Germany by British rule and there was no certainty 
of their return. In this situation it was a challenge for the leaders 
of the church to continue and serve the people and to fulfill the 
aims and objectives of the church. Church had two options either 
to merge into Anglican Church or to declare autonomy. Under 

these circumstances the believers of the GEL Church engaged   themselves in series of serious discussion and   deliberations   
under the guidance of the commission of the National Missionary Society to find out ways to meet the challenges. This led 
them to finally decide and declare Autonomy of the Church as Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church succession of      German 
Mission on 10th July, 1919. The autonomy of GELC comes up with three important pillars: self-administration,      self-support 
and self-evangelism.  

On 31st October 2019, early morning around 6:30 a.m the centenary jubilee program began with a grand procession from    
Jubilee Bhavan (Moderator Bungalow) to Christ Church. The church service was conducted by Rt. Rev. Johan Dang,        
Moderator G.E.L. Church accompanied by other clergy guests. Soon after the church service, Centenary Jubilee Stone was 
unveiled and foundation was laid for new office building of Central Council (G.E.L. Church Headquarter) Office. The        
gathering moved towards the Gossner Middle school ground where rest of program was scheduled. Mrs. Sujaya Kujur warmly 
welcomed the entire GELC members,     visitors and guest from various denominations/organizations/ecumenical bodies. 

In continuation, prominent guest in their speeches and messages referenced the ideas and ethnicity of GELC autonomy. Mr 
Herald Lehman, Chairman Gossner Mission Berlin, added that “the decision taken by the elders of the church a hundred years 
ago to protect their religious identity and against the colonial powers is unforgettable”. Dr. Michael Finner German Consulate 
General emphasized “The church's commitment to education has impressed him greatly. This gives an opportunity to advance 
the society. Those who are educated have better status and know their rights. I feel that Gossner church is a vibrant and      
progressive church.” 

Furthermore, Philip Lok, LWF said that “On this Day of the Reformation, the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church (GELC)       
celebrates her 100th Anniversary of being an autonomous church. Founded by Gossner Mission in 1845, the church was in the 
verge of merging with the Anglican Church after the German missionaries were forced out of India after the World War. In 
1919, the GELC leaders were bold enough to choose to be autonomous and remain as a Lutheran Church. 100 years later, 
GELC has grown significantly and is a living testimony of God's faithfulness. In 1947, GELC became a founding   member of 
the LWF, and her  representative, Rev. Joel Lakra, was elected as a member of the first Executive Committee.    Looking back, 
there are lots of reasons for this church to be glad, and it is such privileges for me to represent the LWF Communion in       
accompany GELC in their centennial celebrations.”(FB post) 

Rev. Sumit Abhay Kerketta, Principal Gossner Theological College and Mr. Praveen Kumar Bage, Director HRDC together        
presented the Jubilee vision of the G.E.L. church. Mr. Bage said that the church has to be empowered in every aspect. Apart 
from self-governance, self-reliance, worship, spiritual nutrition and social development will also be given attention in the field 
of self-evangelism. The Jubilee Decade will be celebrated by the congregation from the year 2020 to 2030, in which economic 
and administrative area will be reformed and information related to church members, property, education and other church’s 
institutions will be made online. 

To witness this grand occasion of Jubilee Celebration, church members from different parts of India attended programme and 
represented the various dioceses. Delegates from LWF (Lutheran World Federation), Gossner Mission, Rev. Asir Ebenezer 
from NCCI, also participated in the programme. 

The programme was accompanied with so many colorful events like traditional and regional dances, exhilarating singing    
performances, bible quiz, and splendid decoration, thus making it a soulful event. At last the gathering reaffirms the pledge of 
1919 to move in the direction of self-government. Rt. Rev. Johan Dang, Moderator GELC concluded the program by closing 
prayer followed by benediction.  

Report by: Mr. Rajesh Bhengra, JELCI 

 



Church's Response,  Usages of Conversion and Church's Response,   
Capacity Building and Youth Leadership, Migration and Development of 
Competitive Ability in Civil Services were also discussed. 

NCCI 2020 Quadrennial Assembly, Unity   Octave 2020 and Christmas 
2019 were also discussed in this workshop. Rev. Asir Ebenezer         
described the clustering and role of all executive secretaries,              
Coordinators and Program Assistants in each cluster.  Mr. Ashish Mane, 
Finance Officer of NCCI explained about budgeting and usages of funds 
for programs. He also gave information on Foreign contribution Regula-
tion Act (FCRA), Income Tax Act and Bombay Public Trusts (BPT )Act. 

 

NCCI organized a Methodology Workshop for its         
Executive Secretaries, Coordinators, Program Assistants 
and inters of NCCI and CSA on 9th & 10th October, 
2019. This workshop helped the staff  understand the 
structure of NCCI. 

In this workshop, reports of executive secretaries which 
were presented in NCCI Executive    Committee & Gen-
eral Body Meeting dated 19th-20th September 2019. 
Public resolutions like Uniform Civil Code    and 
Church's response, Dalit's Rights, Land Rights,        
Response to a Call from Palestine, Human Sexuality and 
Church's Response, Concerns of North East India and 

NCCI Methodology Workshop for Executive Secretaries, Coordinators, Program 
Assistants and interns of NCCI and CSA. 

NCCI representatives join the Continuing Formation Youth and Racism Awareness in 
Asia and Indigenous Youth Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace program in Osaka. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The World Council of Churches (WCC) organized a youth engagement program from 08 – 12 September 2019 at the Fukuracia Osaka Bay Hotel 
in Osaka, Japan. Twenty-seven indigenous and ecumenical youths from different parts of the world gathered together for discussing and high-
lighting the issue of racism and theadverse effects related to discrimination found in different context across the world.  

Focused on the theme ‘Continuing Formation Youth and Racism Awareness in Asia & Indigenous Youth Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace (PJP)’ 
the event was a part of World Council of Churches’ youth engagement in the ecumenical movement in collaboration with the office of National 
Christian Council in Japan. The youth engagement event was yet another occasion towards promulgating the paramount issue of discrimination 
that exist in the form of racism in the modern era in various context referred through different connotations. The indigenous youth resource per-
sons invited for the event shared about the various forms discrimination and struggles they have gone through before coming out and embracing 
their identities they belong.  

There were lectures, sessions and sharing of experiences by the conducted by invited resource persons from the global and local context. During 
the period of this event, the participants engaged in a wide range of activities, presentations, panels and thematic discussions with guest resource 
persons in putting out their concerns and questions about the various struggles the suffering communities continue to go through in the contempo-
rary times. The participants also got the opportunity to know about the discriminated communities and people groups working towards reviving 
their conditions in the local context of Osaka, Japan through one day of exposure visit.The participants also engaged in the time of taking daily 
devotion, group presentations and sharing their views and reflections for the future vision, particularly in the lead up to Karlsruhe Assembly 2021. 
The sessions on various topics related to the theme gave a great impetus to the learning and understanding of the participants and helped them in 
realizing the significance of their role as young ecumenists for bringing effective changes in their own context.  

Mr. Saurabh Khobragade, Program Assistant working with the Dalit and Tribal/Adivasi Concerns desk, represented the National Council of 
Churches in India (NCCI), at the ecumenical youth engagement event as part of his training and learning with NCCI. Mr. Saurabh shared about 
his experience and learning at event which he has been through which has helped him in understanding the world context and the existence of 
racism its realities faced by various indigenous communities in the world. Mr. Saurabh also shared that this ecumenical youth engagement event 
has revived his perspectives in his ecumenical journey. Mr. Saurabh promises to apply the skills and teachings which he has acquired from the 
event for his ecumenical journey with the NCCI in the days to come. 



‘BE SMART’, ‘Sustainable Mission Accompaniment towards Radical Transformation’ 
CSI Synod Mission festival 2019 
 
A Thousand Missionaries from the five southern states in India representing the 24 dioceses of the Church of South 
India (CSI) attended the CSI Synod Mission Festival 2019 at the Cathedral premises in Dornakal. The Mission    
Festival  was organised by the Department of Mission and Evangelism, from 11th to 13th October 2019. 
Ms. Daya Bai, a social activist who works among the Tribals in North India and diligently fights for the justice for the 

victims of  Endosulfan tragedy in Kerala, was the main speaker. Rev. Dr. P. Krupa Victor was also one of the       
resource person. 
Rev. Asir Ebenezer, the General Secretary of National Council of Churches in India delivered a message on 
“SMART-National and Ecumenical Perspective”. He pointed out that the strategy of the mission should be            
proclaiming against exclusion and caste. And proclaiming Jesus to all. 

 
The cultural night on the second day of the Synod Mission Festival held at Dornakal Diocese, which was organised 
by the Mission and Evangelism Department of the Church of South India Synod (CSI) became a platform to        
showcase the talents of the missionaries and people from the mission fields. The fact that most of the dances and 
other cultural forms presented were indigenous and from the grassroots, made the event more meaningful. 

 

Indian Christian Women’s Movement (ICWM) 2
nd

 National            
Convention held at Pune from 30

th
 September to 2

nd
     

October 2019. The theme of this convention was Women 
Restless for Justice.  ICWM has been committed to the 
cause of gender-justice in the churches and in society. 
The main motive of this national meet was to raise their 
voices and act 
against the  violence  
perpetrated in civil 
and ecclesial     
structures. ICWM is 
determine to fight for 
justice for women, 
sexual minorities and 
other vulnerable 
groups in India     

today. 

The keynote addres was given by Ms.   Annie Raja, a 
famous social worker and General Secretary of  National  
Federation of Indian     Women. She urge women to be 
restless for justice. Topics like Dalits and Resistance,    
Resistance against abuses in Churches, Disabilities: 
Challenge and Prospects and Feminist Theological Re-
flection were   discussed by renowned social and politi-
cal leaders. There was a talk show in which all units of 
ICWM leaders came  forward and shared their activities 
in their respective areas.    

  

Women Restless for Justice:  ICWM 2nd National Convention  



Ecological Concerns: Pencils made by used papers  
 

Migration Concerns 

 

Human Rights: A world 
without rape 

 

NCCI Campaigns :  

Fact-Finding Report of Mob Lynching at Suari Village, Ranchi  
 
A mob lynched to death a man and injured two others on 22 September, 2019 around 8 am. Clemtius Barla (38) was brutally killed and Philip 
Horo and Phagu Kachhap survived with injuries. The attackers accused them of slaughtering a cow. The incident took place in Suari village under 
Karra police station of Khunti district.   

On the basis of the newspaper report a factfinding team was set up by South Asia Forum for 
Freedom of Religion or Belief- India Chapter.  

A factfinding team was set up by South Asia Forum for Freedom of Religion or Belief- India 
Chapter to enquire more about the mob lynching incident at Suari Village, Karra Block, 
Khunti District, Jharkhand. The team members are: Adv. Irfan Engineer (Director, Centre for 
Study of Society and Secularism, Mumbai) Mr. Ashok Verma (Senior Journalist and       
activist), Mr. Afzal Anis (United Milli Forum), Rev Arun Barwa (Secretary, Jharkhand 
Christian Council), Rev Dr Abraham Mathew (Executive Secretary, National Council of 
Churches in India) and Mr. Rajkumar Nagvanshi     

The team found that the lynching was a planned attack and targeted Suari village as it has 
Christian majority. We have come into this conclusion because a mob of 10 to 15 people 
residing in three or four villages, three to six kms away from the place of incident, could not 
have assembled in the early morning hours without a previous planning. Being badpahadi 
festival they knew that there would be distribution of some meat since it was the practice for 
long. We visited the riverbed where the incident took place situates in an isolated area     
without having approach roads or proper access. It is clear that one has to walk in an        

undulating territory to reach that place.   Therefore, it is evident that this assembly of people from different villages couldn’t have been a         
spontaneous gathering.   

The team finds that the selection of the village is on account of the vulnerability of the inhabitants in that area. They are Adivasis, Christians and 
poor. The attackers well knew that they are voiceless and hence wouldn’t fight back. Vulnerable Christian community had been selected with an 
intention to polarise Adivasi communities to fix them as binaries such as Sarnas vs. Christians. This narrative has to be read in the back ground of 
weakening Adivasi joint struggles to protect the rights of the gram sabhas and amendment of the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act and Santhal Pargana 
Tenancy Act.   

Also it is noticed that Adivasi unity has to be weakened in that region to take care of the inter-
ests of corporates on jal, jungle jamin.  

The team expressed its anguish over the growing number of mob lynching incidents in the Sate 
of Jharkhand and assessed that it is due to the contusive political environment in this state. 
Incidents such as the Union minister Jayant Sinha had garlanded those convicted by trial court 
for mob lynching at Ramgarh encourages vigilante groups indulging in mob lynching. None of 
the ruling political party leaders condemn such heinous non-humane act and by which the  
vigilante mob lynching groups are taking advantage of the present political system in the state.  

The team found that though the Chief Secretary of the state had issued a circular in line with the Supreme Court guide lines to tackle incidents of 
mob lynching, the guide lines are not practically implemented in the ground level.  

  

Based on the above mentioned findings we urge the Government to take immediate measures to implement the Supreme Court guidelines to    
control the mob lynching incidents. Every mob lynching incident should be unequivocally condemned by the highest Government officials      
including the Chief Minister and leaders of the ruling political parties. This is necessary to maintain peace in the state. The team also request the 
Government to ensure justice to the victims and increase the compensation amount to 5 lakhs to the family of those killed and 2 lakhs to those 
seriously injured.  



Dalit Christians: 
The delaying Justice and the strengthening protest! 
 
 
 

Dalit Christians had launched apeaceful agitations since 1950s towards the Union Government demanding the 
amendment of the Constitutional (Scheduled Castes) Order 1950, which excludes the Dalit Christians from enjoying 
the benefits of the Scheduled Castes. The main reason for including only castes professing Hindu religion in the 
Scheduled Caste list was directly linked to the practice of untouchability. The criteria suggested by the then Census 
Commissioner were used to identify the castes to be listed under the Schedules created by the Government of India 
Act 1935. The Government of India Scheduled Caste Order 1936 was issued under this Act. Paragraph 3 of this Order 
provides that “No Indian Christian shall be deemed to be a member of Scheduled Caste”. In the year 1950, the      
President of India issued the “ Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order 1 The 950” specifying the castes to be             
recognised as the Scheduled Castes by exercising the authority conferred on him under article 341 (1) of the          
Constitution of India. The third paragraph of the Constitution (Scheduled Castes ) Order 1950, popularly known as the 
Presidential Order, stipulates that “ no person who professes a religion different from Hinduism shall be deemed to 
be a member of Scheduled Caste”. This order violates the spirit of many articles of our Constitution such as article 15 
that mentions equal treatment of all citizens and article 25 that affirms the freedom of religion.  
 
Approximately 70% of the Christian population in India are from Scheduled caste background. They embraced Christi-
anity as a faith affirmation against caste slavery and these experiences vary according to regional context. They con-
tinue to be excluded,  discriminated, and dehumanized both in the churches and the larger society even after India 
became an independent democratic nation. They are the victims of multiple social and religious discriminations. They 
are kept as untouchables, polluted, and forced to do the traditional, menial, and unclean occupations. Their struggle 
for being constitutionally recognized as Christians of Scheduled Caste Origin has not been materialized. NCCI made 
several representations since 1950 to the Government and these included Presentation of Memorandum to the Presi-
dent, Prime Minister, and advocating for the Dalit Christians with Members of Parliament. In 2004 a writ petition 
(180/2004) was filed by the Centre for Public Interest Litigation challenging the Presidential (Scheduled Castes) Order 
1950. This case is pending in the Supreme Court due to the   delay of the Union Government of India to give a reply to 
the Court inspite of the assurance given in 2008 to the Court that they would give a reply within eight weeks. In 2013, 
NCCI has filed an impleading application in the Supreme Court of India as the Civil Writ petition (108/2004) is pending 
before the Hon’ble Court. The case has been schedule for hearing from September 2019 onwards. The 70 years of 
struggle for justice has to be supported by the people who     believe in equality and democracy.  
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