
Greening the Globe for Sustainable living : An International Eco Conference | 1-4 August, 2019  

CSI Synod, Chennai 

International Conference on “Greening the Globe for Sustainable Living”, organized by the Department of Ecological            

Concerns,  CSI Synod, World Council of Churches (WCC) and National Council of Churches in India (NCCI), addressed the      

Climate Change, as the most important issue of science in the 21st century . The Conference, held from August 1 to 4, 2019 at 

the CSI Synod Center in Chennai . This conference provided a great opportunity to the participants to learn more about the 

scientific reasons for Climate Change.  The Conference, attended by more than 380 delegates from different states of India and 

foreign nations, was intended to create  better ecological awareness among the participants. Providing a thorough scientific 

understanding of the unprecedented natural disasters all over the world .  

The inaugural session was opened by Rev.Dr.P.C.Singh President, NCCI) and graced by many luminaries from the theological 

and academic firmaments. Rev. Asir Ebenezer (General Secretary NCCI) Rt. Rev. Dr. Vadappally Prasad Rao, Rev. Dr. D. 

Rathanakara Sadananda, Rt. Rev. M. Joseph, Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stepehen,  Rt. Rev. Dr. D. Chandrasekharan, Dr. Paul Daya-

bharan, Mr. R. Sreedhar (Thanal), Dr. Manoj Kurian, Mr. Dinesh Suna and Prof. Dr. J. Samuel Cornelius, Fr.Joshtrom Isaac Ku-

reethdam, Prof. A. Alagappa Moses, Dr.D.P.Godwin Samraj, Dr.E.J.James, Prof.S.A.Abbasi, Dr.Paul Appasamy, Dr.T.Sekhar, 

Dr.J.R.V.Edward, Dr.Roy Sam Daniel were some of the clerics and academics who graced the conference with their presence. 

The inaugural session of the Conference was presided over by The Rt.Rev. Dr.Vadappally Prasad Rao, the Acting Moderator of 

the CSI. Delivering his inaugural address, the Most Rev.Dr.P.C.Singh, the President of National Council of Churches in India and 

the Moderator of the Church of North India, made an impassioned plea for seeking alternatives in life style, initiatives in non-

conventional energy consumption and dialogues on global poverty. The keynote address was given by Prof. Dr. Joseph Mar 

Dionysus Metropolitan, a pre-eminent environmental scientist.  In his highly informative and enlightening speech, he dealt 

with the various aspects of eco-theology.  Topics pertaining to ecology were discussed under the theological, sociological and 

philosophical perspectives too.  The presentations of people’s stories, indigenous practices and eco-theological concerns elicit-

ed much interest in the participants.  The highlight of the four-day Conference was the documentary presentations on the 

Green School Programs in the schools and colleges under the CSI. Twelve Colleges and thirteen Schools and one Special School 

had sent their entries for screening. Generally, the documentaries maintained high standard of excellence.  

 

http://ncci1914.com  |    facebook.com/nccionline  | youtube.com/nccinet   |  twitter.com/nccionline NCCI Online 
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ESHA Launches Church Module in context of Human 

Sexuality and Gender Diversity. 

An evening was           

organized for ecumenical 

gathering at   Hotel 

Ramada, Chennai on  1st 

August 2019. People 

from NCCI Member 

Churches and Ecumenical 

organizations in Chennai were present in this  ecumenical 

Gathering. It was a networking among the people who are 

addressing the different issue of the society. 

The ESHA Church      

module in context of 

Human Sexuality and   

Gender Diversity was 

launched during this 

gathering. Ms. Rachana 

Mudraboyina a 

transgender was there to bring the ecumenical world in 

inclusion of sexual minorities group. 

A flyer of “Dalit Christian 

Rights 10 Million Uprising” and 

church module were  released 

in the presence of Rt. Rev. Dr. 

P. C. Singh.  Former secretaries 

of NCCI present in Chennahi 

were also Invited. Mr. Dinesh 

Suna  and Dr. Manoj Kurian were also present. 

 

Observance of "Day of Mourning" on August 10th 

2019 at Jantar Mantar, New Delhi jointly organised 

by CBCI, NCDC and NCCI. 

Church leaders and Dalit activists from National Council of 

Churches (NCCI), Catholic Bishop’s Conference of India (CBCI), 

National Council of Dalit Christians (NCDC) and different Dalit 

organisations gathered in Jantar Mantar, New Delhi on August 

10th to protest and to mark the 69th anniversary of the presi-

dential order 1950, specified in the constitution for the ad-

vancement of Dalit people, only to Hindus. Later, it was 

amended twice- in 1956 and 1990- to include Sikhs and Bud-

dhists, but Muslims and Christians from Dalit origin continued 

to be excluded from their rights. Mr. Pradip Bansrior, NCCI-

Executive Secretary for Dalit and Tribal Concerns shared the 

crux of the issue and said that the Civil writ petition 180/2004 

in the Honourable Supreme Court of India demanding the de-

letion of paragraph 3 of the 

constitution (Scheduled Caste) 

order 1950 has been pending 

in the Supreme Court of India 

for the past 15 years. He fur-

ther said that, “Let our house 

be in order first. We have to 

leave our differences and unite 

as one church and fight for justice.” 

Father Vijay Kumar Nayak, Secretary of the Catholic Bishops’ 

office for Dalits and Backward Classes told the gathering that 

“We all know that justice delayed is justice denied. Yes, it is a 

long wait but we should not lose hope.” All the leaders assem-

bled and shouted the slogans by holding the placard and post-

er in their hands as the mark of the protest and also as an 

affirmation of solidarity with the suffering Christians of Sched-

uled caste origin.  The protest came to a close with the word 

of prayer. 

 Day of Mourning observed on August 10th at Evangelical 

Lutheran Church, Nagpur. On this day the NCCI – Dalit and 

Tribal/Adivasi Concerns desk organized a program at Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Church in Nagpur where people from different 

walks of life coming from different churches, organizations 

and institutions participated in showing solidarity and uplifting 

the voices of Dalit Christian and Dalit Muslim communities. A 

short speech regarding the significance of the day and the 

protest was shared by Mr. Saurabh Khobragade, NCCI, Pro-

gram Assistant of Dalit and Tribal/Adivasi Concerns.  Followed 

by the speech Bishop Dr. Roshan Jambhale, Bishop of the 

Vidarbha Diocesan Council shared message on the pertinent 

issue of caste system and the discrimination faced by the Dalit 

Christians and Muslims since the time of application of the 

infamous Presidential Order. The observance of the Day of 

Mourning concluded with the song “We shall overcome” (Hum 

honge Kaamyab). 

 

NCCI Newsletter        August– September 2019 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES IN INDIA 



NCCI Newsletter        August– September 2019 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES IN INDIA 

Observance of International Indigenous Peoples 

Day  on 9th August 2019 

The National Council of Churches in India- Dalit and Tribal  

Concerns joined India Indigenous Peoples (IIP), All        

Adivasis/Tribals Delhi-NCR and more than 50 Adivasi   

organizations and Social welfare groups on 9th August 

2019 at Jantar Mantar, New   Delhi and observed the   

International Indigenous       Peoples Day. This was yet 

another occasion where the        indigenous communities 

across India came together and    displayed their rich and 

unique cultural traditions through different forms and 

also highlighted the issues and struggles faced by the   

Adivasis living in India in this perilous time. On 13th       

February 2019 the      Supreme Court of India issued a 

notice under the FRA-2006 (S.T. and Other Traditional 

Forest Dwellers-Recognition of Forest Rights). Under this 

order all the state governments were ordered to evacuate 

all the            indigenous communities whose claims to live 

in the forest has been lost under this order as around 23.5 

lakh claims were rejected. This horrific order or decision 

could turn a major disaster for all the indigenous         

communities who are still     residing in the forest and are 

completely dependent for their livelihood through these 

resources and income. The Adivasi communities being the 

real owners of this land today are made to struggle to 

preserve their own identity.                   Constitutionally the 

rights and privileges which they should be given are not 

properly followed or propagated under law (Schedule 5 

and schedule 6 and PESA 1996). The United       Nations in 

the year 2007 on promoting the rights of the indigenous 

people groups or community the Indian  government 

signed pact stating every citizen in India belongs to      

indigenous community. This     statement in the true 

sense disregarded the significance of the Tribals and    

Adivasis. One should always      remember that Adivasi 

community was the first one to have rose and fought for 

the freedom struggle and the first to revolt against the 

British. Then this will not be a surprise that they can go an 

extra mile to fight and demand for their rights and        

preserving their identity.  

Peace Center Review Workshop at Mumbai on 

18th August 2019 

A one day workshop on Peace Center Review held on 18th 

August 2019 at The Retreat House, Mount Mary, Bandra, 

Mumbai to  aware Indians of cultural diversity, one of the 

strength of our country. 

Mr. Irfan Engineer   from Center 

for Study of Society and Secularism  

(CSSS) welcomed all the delegates 

and gave the brief introduction of 

this workshop where Rev. Asir 

Ebenezer gave the history of NCCI 

and its vision, mission, strategic 

objective and its constituent members. 

 Prof. Ram Puniyani gave a brief introduction about the idea 

of the establishment of peace centers in India and contextu-

alizing the present day challenges and the path for future 

ahead. He also gave a brief on the objectives of Peace Cen-

ters- 1. The youth and the community should appreciate 

constitutional values and love for democracy. 2. Building 

communal harmony which rejects violence in the name of 

religion. 3. Increasing the awareness and acceptance of co-

existence of community despite diversity. 4. Greater respect 

for women, life and love for the community. 6. Organization 

of different religious festivals for showing solidarity of differ-

ent communities.  

Rev. Dr. Abraham Mathew shared his ideas about peace and 

justice, where one should understand the differences in the 

beliefs system of various religion and respect them rather 

than finding out the similarities. One may also learn that 

peace and justice cannot be separated form one and other 

they are both born together.  

All the participants repre-

senting different peace 

centers in India gave  

presentation of the local 

developments in their 

areas, their working envi-

ronment, achievements and future plans of leader-

ships and developments.  

 



 

South Asia Forum for Freedom of Religion or Belief           

  A Convention was organised in Mumbai on 16th and 17th  

August 2019.  The main motive for this convention was to 

make some action plans for the future to fight against the  

discrimination in the society  for religion. In this convention 

delights from different state  were present  to represent their 

problems and achievement in their      respective  areas .  

The convention started with a welcome speech by Rev. Asir 

Ebenezer General Secretory of NCCI. Rev. Ebenezer talked  

about the discrimination of Christians and Muslims in the 

name of religion. He also  said, ”People who are secular should 

stand together and fight against injustice for the people who 

are oppressed”. 

After that the session       

continued and delegates 

from different state made 

their presentation, they 

mostly discussed about the 

problems which they face 

while working in their areas 

and also talked about the      

present scenario of their  regions .  

The convention was brainstorming  for the  delegates  and 

the  organising organization and ended with  action         

planning and presentation . 

 

 

UELCI and NCCI organized 4 days workshop on basic comput-

er skills for pastors and church leaders ‘Training of Train-

ers’ (ToT) at NCCI Campus, Nagpur. 

United Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India (UELCI) in 

partnership with NCCI Communications organized 4 days 

workshop at NCCI campus from 27 - 30 August, 2019 on 

'Training of Trainers (ToT) Communication workshop' at  

National level to inculcate the IT Skills Training for the  

member churches of the UELCI and NCCI. Participants were 

trained to build the communication capacity of the churches 

through  creating and using the websites and video editing. 

In order to achieve a better level of  communication,  ToT 

organised as communication capacity building programme 

for member churches . This workshop had more practical 

sessions on computer skill, teaching  techniques, communi-

cation skill and video making. 

A training of how to train the pastors and lay leaders on 

communication skills was the main focus of the workshop. 

During 2nd and 3rd days of the workshop the focus was on 

practical exercises towards training the pastors and lay lead-

ers in their respective churches.  

More than 45 

participants 

from different 

UELCI church-

es from all 

over India 

attended the 

workshop.  

Rev. Asir 

Ebenezer gave the inaugural address and welcomed all the  

delegates. Dr. Yugal Rayalu( Ret. Professor Nagpur Universi-

ty , Prof.  Moiz Huq( Professor Nagpur University), Mr. M 

Manuel Joshua & Rev. Cand H Issac ( UELCI Communication 

Desk) and Ms. Neelam Gaikwad (NCCI Communications) led 

various topics on communication skills.  Delegates visited  

Deekshabhoomi also to know more about Dr. B. R. 

Ambedkar  and Buddhism.  

NCCI Newsletter        August– September 2019 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES IN INDIA 



Youth Convention and UELCI National Volunteers Meeting at NCCI Campus, Nagpur 

The Youth Convention and National Volunteers Meeting was organized on 8-10 
August 2019 at the NCCI Campus, Nagpur. The convention was a collaboration 
of the National Council of Churches in India – Youth Concerns and the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India – Youth Desk for capacity building 
among the youth to improve the quality and recognition of youth work and also 
to develop a youth volunteer network called, India Lutheran Volunteer Network 
among the Lutheran churches in India. 

Rev. Asir Ebenezer, General Secretary, NCCI, in the inaugural session, welcomed 
the delegates and in which he reflected the strength of the youth in India and 
the potentiality youth have to bring change in society. He further encouraged 
the delegates to extend their participation in the societal issues that has crip-
pled the marginalized sections in society. The theme of the convention –     
Diakonia was introduced. Mr. Shalem Peter, Youth Secretary, United Evangelical 
Lutheran Churches in India – Youth Desk, expressed the urgency of association 

of the Lutheran youth across the nation to build a network of volunteers that serves the society and works to eliminate social evils.  

Mr. Shalem Peter shared the Objective Exposure of Indian Lutheran Volunteers Network, which thoroughly dealt with the core intention of 
developing this network to channelize the activities of youth in the church and in the society. The delegates were also given opportunity to 
break into groups and discuss various objectives and purpose that can be brought to actions by this network. Mr. Jianthaolung Gonmei,  
Executive Secretary, National Council of Churches in India – Youth Concern led the session engrossed on the issue of migration. He brought 
out the sensitivity of the issue, exposed migration as a global phenomenon, which is inevitable. Further, expressed the factors and            
vulnerability for the same especially among the youth, concluding that immigration is never a one-direction story, where almost everyone is 
part of it – directly or indirectly. Moreover, it is nearly impossible to avoid migration, but the steps could be taken to make the journey 
better. 

Ms. Smriti Priyansha presented the seminar dealt with, the use of effective                 
communication. This session brought forth the wider understanding of communication 
and how through communication this network (Indian Lutheran Volunteers Network) 
and the youth as a whole can be established. Mr. Mhonyamo Lotha, Pastor, North-East 
Christian Fellowship, Nagpur addressed the issue of Human Trafficking. Especially indi-
cating the circumstances when there are highest chances of being trafficked, along with 
the motives and treatment of the traffickers. The delicacy of the issue was highlighted 
especially in concern with enlightening the youth of such social evil in the society, and 
finding an alternative to build situation where the cases of trafficking are eliminated and 
reduced in the society. Further, adding the role of churches in fighting for and liberating 
those who were/are victims of human trafficking. Mr. Mhonyamo Lotha, on the topic of 
Human Rights, he further brings forth the series of articles and fundamental rights of 
India. The related concerns like, human rights violation, communal conflicts and freedom of expression, Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act 
(AFSPA), were keenly addressed to notify more. On the far side of that, the role of Christians and their participation for securing the human 
rights was dealt. 

Ms. Hungreiphy Zimik, lecturer, Yavatmal College for Leadership Training, dealt the issue of gender justice and peace. The stereotype and 
issues of gender roles were redirected and the healthy co-operative relation of the genders and people of different sexual orientations were 
addressed. 

The challenges exposed to the youth delegates, (migration, human rights, human trafficking, gender justice and peace), were new for few. 
They were encouraged and affirmed to engage in the society for change. 

The convention started on 8th August, 2019 and lasted for three days with delegates from Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church, South Andhra 
Lutheran Church, Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church, Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church, Northern Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches of Himalayan States, Church of North India, Methodist Church in India and Mar Thoma Syrian Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCCI Campaigns :  
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Ecological Concerns: Pencils made by used 

papers  
Migration Concerns 

 

Human Rights: A world 

without rape 


