
HOW DO THEY DO IT?! 

The landmark judgement of Section 377, legalizing same-sex relation between consenting adults has 

received mixed reviews from the people of our country. Some have welcomed this as a new beginning 

after a long  struggle for the rights of the LGBTIQ+ communities, some have stood in solidarity towards 

the community by speaking for them at various platforms, be it institutions, social media, parade 

marches etc. While this seems to be the positive response of some, the judgment received huge       

criticism from ‘cultural’ fundamentalists who often have the argument that such a thing does not belong 

to our Indian culture but to the West and from ‘religious’ fundamentalists, I realize whom you are    

pointing at, but don’t go far, it’s the Church (we) in India who have not ‘come out’ to lovingly and justly 

relate to this community, sadly so.  

It is understandable of churches who have not supported this because churches have not had a        

responsible conversation about this issue for centuries in her premises since it is ‘unholy’ to talk of such 

things. And people who have spoken have only sowed hatred, condemnation and judgment using the 

Bible in the minds of church-goers towards the community and we need to ask why. Well, frankly, we are 

more    concerned of what two people are up to inside their bedroom.  

People often reduce LGBTIQ+ lives to the very act of ‘sex.’ The question that pops up in their mind is, 

how do they do it? They are seen as sexual predators. Sometimes the phrase, ‘same-sex relationship’ is 

also misunderstood and conveyed that way, ‘same’ matlab (means) boy and boy or girl and girl, sex 

matlab (means), (with a smile on the face) tu jantha hai na woh (you know that thing right?). We fail to 

understand that human life is beyond and much more than what happens ‘physically’ between two   

people. It is more of love, care, fellowship, dignity and more importantly, an identity, to be treated as a 

human in a society where for centuries you are hiding your true self just so that you don’t get bullied, 

shamed, ignored and shunned away and lose one’s own identity. And for those very lives which is kept 

at bay in our churches and society, Jesus of Nazareth was compassionate about. Jesus accepted people 

as they were, respecting their identity and showing the respect they deserved. And so he said, ‘Love your 

neighbour as yourself.’ There are no conditions applied.  Therefore as a Church let us not treat them as 

less worthy of love, respect, dignity, joy and opportunity than we are. Let us not take away things from 

them that we enjoy, civil rights,  education, access to healthcare and many other things. Let us not be 

preoccupied with how someone  experiences God, how they define family, who they love, how to make 

them aware that they are morally wrong and spiritually condemned and how there are certain conditions 

in order to experience the love of Jesus, Church and society. Our mission is to LOVE, period.  

      

Samuel Ragland Paul,  Methodist Church in India 
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connect       create       change 

Youth Concerns—National Council of Churches in India 

 Encouraging young 

people to be part of 

the National Ecumeni-

cal Movement. 

 Networking with the 

Local and International 

Ecumenical partners 

for sponsorship and 

partnership. 

 Connecting member 

churches and local 

youth movements with 

NCCI Youth Concerns 

ministry through organ-

izing programmes both 

at regional and nation-

al levels. 

 Strengthening direct 

partnerships with 

youth fellowships of 

the member churches 

and NCCI Youth Con-

cerns ministry and 

encouraging them to 

create ecumenical 

platforms for young 

people to promote 

grassroots ecumenism. 

 Identifying young peo-

ple to engage them in 

a process of articulat-

ing their faith and un-

derstanding about 

God. 
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INVITATION TO 

WRITE 

Constituent members of 

NCCI, especially Member 

Churches of NCCI, are 

requested to share recent 

r epor t s  o f  you th        

programmes with the 

NCCI Youth Concerns 

d e p a r t m e n t  f o r          

publication in the E- 

Newsletter.  

PRAYER POINTS 

 We  pray for those  

who are impover-

ished by the domi-

nant 

 We pray for the 

commons who are 

denied justice. 

 We for the survivors 

of sexual abuse.  

 We pray for our 

farmers who feed  

many yet have to 

starve. 

 We pray for our 

nation. May the ethos 
of democracy never 

be sullied for vested 

interests of the   

powerful. 

The World Council of Churches—Ecumenical 

Advocacy Alliance has declared 11th - 17th 

October 2018 as “Churches’ Week of Action 

on Food”. This  Churches’ Week of Action on 

Food’,  is to advocate Food-justice ‘OF’ all – 

Food Justice ‘FOR all. This year (2018) the 

entire focus would be on ‘Zero Hunger 

World’. NCCI has developed an Order of  

Worship for the entire week with seven  

reflections based on the UN special days. 

Indeed such a ‘Prayer’ campaign is an    

urgent necessity to inform the world that 

food insecurity is sin caused by unjust    

systems and practices of the society. It is a 

call to the entire society to campaign for just-production, just-consumption, and             

just-distribution on the basis of needs, necessity and equality along with practicing and 

promoting socially, environmentally sustainable agriculture. The Gospel imperative is that 

we all work together, irrespective of caste, creed, faith, ideology and philosophies to 

change the unjust practices, structures and systems of our society. Source: 

http://ncci1914.com/2018/10/07/churches-week-of-action-on-food/ 

P A G E  2  

Churches’ Week of Action on Food 

The Youth Ag Summit will take place from 4 to 6       

November 2019 in Brasilia, Brazil. Every two years, 

we bring together 100 global young leaders aged 

18 to 25, for networking, debates, skills training, 

and project  development. The end goal? To equip 

young people to take concrete action on one of 

humanity’s most  pressing problems: how to feed a 

hungry planet. The application period will run from 

17  September 2018 until 10   January 2019. 

Source: https://diplomacyopp.com/2018/09/26/2019-youth-ag-summit-fully-funded-to-

brazil-diplomacy-opportunities/ 

2019 Youth Ag Summit 

http://ncci1914.com/2018/10/07/churches-week-of-action-on-food/
https://diplomacyopp.com/2018/09/26/2019-youth-ag-summit-fully-funded-to-brazil-diplomacy-opportunities/
https://diplomacyopp.com/2018/09/26/2019-youth-ag-summit-fully-funded-to-brazil-diplomacy-opportunities/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As her commitment towards building ecumenism, the National Council of Churches in India (NCCI) through Youth 

Concerns has produced various young ecumenical leaders in both national and international levels over few        

decades. In continuing the vision of witnessing in forming young ecumenical leaders, the School of Ecumenical 

Leadership Formation for Indian Youth (SELFIY) programme aims to enhance the prophetic Indian young minds so 

that the Indian Church and society at large may witness the ecumenical society of just and inclusive communities 

with equipped young leaders. We earnestly solicit your prayers as the programme commences on 11th to 25th   

October 2018. This year’s program focuses on the youth from North and Central India. 
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Rev. Dr. Abraham Mathew was installed as the next Executive Secretary of NCCI 

Policy, Governance and Public Witness at NCCI’s Office in New Delhi on October 

1, 2018. Rev. Dr. Mathew belongs to the Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church, 

has a Ph.D  from Trinity College, Bristol, and has worked extensively in Churches, 

seminaries and the mission field. Having had several responsibilities in various 

forums, having published several books and articles, and having represented 

the Church in important national and international events, his vast experience is 

expected to greatly benefit the council and its wide ministry. We welcome him to the NCCI family. 

School of Ecumenical Leadership Formation for Indian Youth 

(SELFIY)  

New Executive Secretary of Policy Governance and  

Public Witness—NCCI 



National Ecumenical Youth Assembly (NEYA) of 2018 would be 

held at the Mar Thoma Youth Retreat Centre, Adoor, Kerala 

from November 7-9, 2018. NEYA is the quadrennial youth   

assembly organized by NCCI – Youth Concerns. The theme for 

this assembly would be “Fostering Responsible Citizenry”  

keeping in mind the impending Indian General Election 2019. 

NEYA is a unique occasion to celebrate the diverse expertise of 

the youth by acknowledging their worth in society. NEYA is a 

unique occasion to celebrate National Ecumenical Solidarity, to 

understand the opportunities and challenges faced by    

churches in their own context. Through NEYA the youths      

respond to call not given by the powerful but given by        

themselves in becoming a responsible citizen; a call to reshape 

and remould in rebuilding up the nation; a call to re-establish 

the constitutional rights and justice to all the people. This is not just a call that the Youth take but is a faith affirmation 

that they make to deconstruct the deconstructions, constructions of gender, caste, class, hierarchy, fascism and    

intolerance. This faith affirmation is a symbol of love, peace, solidarity, faith, just, inclusivism, transparency,            

accountability and responsibility. Through NEYA, youth are gathered by the Youth Concerns to make their faith        

affirmations and enable them to make their faith affirmations realistic by building them in individuals with               

perspectives. 
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National Ecumenical Youth  Assembly 

(NEYA) - 2018 

The Delhi High Court Monday allowed the Central Bureau of               

Investigation (CBI) to file a closure report in the missing case 

of Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) student Najeeb Ahmed, who     

mysteriously disappeared in October in 2016. Nafees said, “It has been 

two years. I had high hopes from the court but we didn’t move even an 

inch. The security agencies have misguided the court. We will now go to 

the Supreme Court. All that is happening since the last two years is   

being done under the pressure by those sitting in power.”  

Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/india/jnu-student-najeeb-ahmed-missing-case-delhi-high-court-cbi-closure-

report-timeline/ 

JNU Student Najeeb Missing Case: CBI files Closure 

Report  

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/jnu-student-najeeb-ahmed-missing-case-delhi-high-court-cbi-closure-report-timeline/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/jnu-student-najeeb-ahmed-missing-case-delhi-high-court-cbi-closure-report-timeline/
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NCCI observed the World Week for Peace in Palestine 

and Israel from 16—23 September 2018. Reflections 

for the week were prepared by the interns and were 

led in the morning devotion. We continue to uphold 

the states in our prayers. Peace is the rudimentary 

necessity of any religion and thus to be a religious 

person is to inherently be a peacemaker. As Christ 

promises, to be a peacemaker is to be blessed and to 

be worthy of being called the child of God (Matt 5:9). 

Peace cannot be achieved through laxity and           

complacency but through sheer determination and persistence. Peace also cannot be achieved without disrupting 

the prevailing order. The vocation of Peace is a faith imperative. For Israel and Palestine peace is still a distant 

dream. What we find ubiquitously pervasive in these states is the dreadful shadow of violence. Violence, whether 

physical, structural, psychological or in whichever form it expresses itself, is a denial and abuse of life. Our          

affirmation that God is a Trinitarian union corroborates the fact that through the mutually indwelling relation       

between the three persons of trinity the basic nature of God exemplified is peace.   
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World Week for Peace in Palestine & 

Israel, 16-23 September, 2018  

 

 

 

Supreme Court on a Roll 


