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connect       create       change 

Youth Concerns—National Council of Churches in India 

 Encouraging young 

people to be part of 

the National Ecumeni-

cal Movement. 

 Networking with the 

Local and International 

Ecumenical partners 

for sponsorship and 

partnership. 

 Connecting member 

churches and local 

youth movements with 

NCCI Youth Concerns 

ministry through organ-

izing programmes both 

at regional and nation-

al levels. 

 Strengthening direct 

partnerships with 

youth fellowships of 

the member churches 

and NCCI Youth Con-

cerns ministry and 

encouraging them to 

create ecumenical 

platforms for young 

people to promote 

grassroots ecumenism. 

 Identifying young peo-

ple to engage them in 

a process of articulat-

ing their faith and un-

derstanding about 

God. 
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PRIORITIES OF 

NCCI—YOUTH CONCERNS 

ECOLOGY–A Youth Perspective 

Every creature is better alive than dead, men and moose and pine trees, and he who understand it 

alright will rather preserve its life than destroy it. -Henry David Thoreau 

God‘s creation is not supercilious. Every creation is unique and distinct. Everything should be taken 

care of with full love, gratitude and concern. If God‘s creation is endangered then it‘s the due re-

sponsible of the caretaker whom God appointed. But tragically the Caretaker ‗Human Being‘ is itself 

a Destroyer. Bible don‘t speak ecology or ecological injustice. However it deals with the Creator and 

creations, their relationship and all about their well being and redemption. And so Bible is more con-

cerned and it speaks Ecology. Contributions, research and discourses turned ecology as a popular 

subject without creating any impact in the minds of Human. Only words became louder and not ac-

tions. And that‘s the reason our planet is getting depleted and exhausted. 

We usually see ecology from social or political perspective. Rather it has to be seen from a spiritual 

perspective. Redemption and salvation is meant for the whole of creation. But Human thought it 

wrong. In the understanding of the Bible we always tend to focus on human related issues, prob-

lems and neglected the rest of the creation. God‘s love or his act of redemption was made self cen-

tred and to add more human centred. The nature waits to be revealed. As Paul clearly states in Ro-

man 8:19-21 the whole of creation is frustrated and its groaning in pain of childbirth right up to the 

present time. It is waiting in hope that one day it will be liberated from its bondage and decay. It‘s in 

the hands of the Domain Human. They always treated nature as their subordinate.  

As it was recorded in the Bible ‗Rule over‘ and ‗I give you everything‘ (Genesis 1:28, 29) and as it 

was God‘s word human obeyed it to its fullest. And to him rule over is to destroy and give you every-

thing is to show his authority and to make them deplete. That was the root of all our Ecological cri-

sis. This rule of human has brought forth some serious ecological crisis and injustice. To name 

some, Global warming, natural disasters, change in climate and weather patterns, stratospheric 

ozone depletion, degraded air, water quality, land contamination, deforestation, soil erosion, biodi-

versity loss and so on…. 

The youth has a major role to be played in the conservation of nature. But to its contrast at present 

the youth of this era finds more serene and tranquil about the crisis caused around. As told in Eccle-

siastes 3:11, man‘s heart cannot find what god has done beautifully from the beginning to end. He 

has put eternity in Man‘s heart and that eternity is nature. God‘s creation story begins with nature, 

he first created nature and a nature can sustain without human but human cannot sustain without 

nature. He is totally dependent and completely dependent on Nature for living. So for a fruitful fu-

ture it‘s in the hands of future bearer Youths to behold nature and to honour it. 

It‘s a time for youth revival as they are the forerunner of the future. It‘s in the hands of the youth to 

restore rehabilitate and rejuvenate nature-the core of our future existence. Now the ecological crisis 

has brought to depletion of all the creation as whole and the first to affect is the ‗Destroyer Human‘. 

The youth has to play a major role acutely making awareness about the importance of nature as a 

precious and wonderful in its own right and not just for what it can do for humans. Furthermore the 

degradation of nature at human hands has let us to re-evaluate the role of human in relation to the 

rest of creation and to contemplate how to care, love and help the God‘s divine gift ―The Nature‖. 

Finally, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, Whatever is 

lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, If there is anything worthy of praise, 

think about these things! Philippians 4:8 

THINK NATURE! SAVE NATURE! 

Rev. D. Godwyn Prasannakumar M.A., (Eng) B.D., 

Pastor-The Arcot Lutheran Church, Pennadam, Cuddalore district 
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NEW INTERNS 

INVITATION TO 

WRITE 

Constituent members of 
NCCI, especially Member 

Churches of NCCI, are 

requested to share recent 

reports of youth pro-

grammes with the NCCI 

Youth Concerns depart-

ment for publication in 

the E- Newsletter.  

PRAYER POINTS 

 We  pray for the 

world environment  

 We pray for the 

natural calamities 

occurring due to the 

Climate Change 

 We pray for the 

people affected by 

the impact of Climate 

Change 

 We pray for the  

Churches in India to 

be the agents of  

Climate Justice 

 We pray for the 

Climate Refugees 

Ms. Megha Naik 

Ms. Megha Naik belongs to the Church of North India (CNI), 

Sambalpur Dioceses, Odisha. She has completed her Bachelor 

of Theology – B.Th from Calcutta Bible Seminary as well as her 

Bachelor of Divinity  (BD) from Bishop‘s College, Kolkata. She 

has joined as an intern in the Department of Women Concerns 

Ministry, NCCI. 

Ms. Jenifa Rani 

Ms. Jenifa Rani belongs to the Church of South India, Diocese 

of Tirunelveli. She has completed MA in English Literature 

and BD from United Theological College, Bangalore. From 

2013 to 2017 she worked for the Pastoral Ministry among 

the Deaf People in CSI Tirunelveli Diocese. She has joined as 

an intern in the Department of Unity and Mission, NCCI. 

Dn. Yeshudas Pandit 

Dn. Yeshudas Pandit belongs to the Church of North India 

(CNI), Nasik Diocese. He has appeared BSL and completed 

his BD from Union Biblical Seminary, Pune.  He worked with 

crossroad Prison ministries, southern Baptist convention 

Muslim ministry and pastored ‗The Lamb of God‘ Church. He 

currently serves as an intern in the Department of Unity and 

Mission, NCCI.  

Dn. Basil Paul 

Dn. Basil Paul belongs to the Jacobite Syrian Orthodox 

Church, Angamali Diocese. He has pursued his Bachelor of 

Engineering and completed his BD from the United Theologi-

cal College, Bengaluru. He has joined as an intern in the 

Youth Concerns, NCCI. 
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In observance of World Blood Donor Day, The National Council of Churches in India (NCCI) – Youth Concerns in collabora-

tion with New Life Charitable Trust and Student Christian Movement of India (SCMI) – Mid India, organized a Blood Dona-

tion Camp on 14th June 2018 at the NCCI Campus, Civil Lines, Nagpur. The blood donation camp was conducted under 

the theme ―Blood Connects Us All‖. The medical officials from the Government Medical College, Nagpur assisted the 

camp successfully. There were 30 blood donors who participated at the blood donation camp. 

This blood donation camp was organized not only as an observance of the World Blood Donor Day but also an effort to in 

raising awareness and stressing the importance of continuing to donate blood. Blood products cannot be manufactured; 

donations from healthy individuals are the only source. 

BLOOD DONNATION CAMP 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 School of Ecumenical Leadership Formation for Indian Youth (SELFIY) 

 A 15-day programme at NCCI Campus, Nagpur from 11-25 October 2018 

 National Ecumenical Youth Assembly (NEYA) 

 A 3-day programme at Adoor, Kerala from 7-9 November 2018 
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Young Ambassadors of Peace in Asia (YAPA), a week-long training organised by the Christian Conference of Asia 

(CCA), at the Payap University in Chiang Mai, Thailand from 9 to 15 September, 2018. 

The YAPA program‘s main aim is to train a new generation of young peace activists and nurture their role in respec-

tive societies as peace builders. 

The week-long YAPA training focused on intercultural and interfaith learning as a base for addressing topics, such as 

conflict transformation and peace building. It emphasises the links between intercultural and interfaith dialogue, 

human rights and conflict transformation as key elements in long-term sustainable peace processes, while exploring 

and developing the participants‘ knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values. 

Source: http://cca.org.hk/home/major-event/httpcca-org-hkhomenews-and-eventscca-invites-applications-for-

young-ambassadors-of-peace-in-asia-training-2017/ 

YOUNG AMBASSADORS FOR PEACE IN ASIA (YAPA 2018) 

Youths are invited to participate in the 67th UN DPI/NGO Conference: We the Peoples…Together Finding Global 

Solutions for Global Problems‘ from 22-23 August 2018 at the UN Headquarters, New York.  

Thematic Roundtables 

• Women and Girls Mobilizing 

• The Universal Declaration of Human Rights at 70 

• Doing the Math: A Repositioned UN Develop-

ment System 

• Youth: Today’s Leaders 

• Shared Planet Shared Prosperity 

• Towards UN-75: Communicating the Case 

for Multilateralism 

Deadline: 12 August 2018 

Source: https://reg.unog.ch/event/25239/ 

UN DPI/NGO CONFERENCE  



YATRA (Youth in Asia Training for Religious 

Amity) is an inter-religious training pro-

gramme of the WCC. The intensive training 

course, held annually since 2014, seeks to 

enable young Christian leaders from Asian 

churches to contribute towards the building 

up of just, harmonious and peaceable com-

munities by equipping them for ministries of 

justice and peace from an inter-religious per-

spective. 

 

YATRA – (which is a common term for pilgrim-

age in many Indo-Asian religions and lan-

guages) is intended to reflect the idea of pil-

grimage in resonance with the WCC‘s call to 

its member churches to embark on a pilgrim-

age of justice and peace. 

 

This year marks the 70th anniversary of the formation of the WCC. Alongside its ecumenical quest for the visible unity 

of the churches, the WCC has embraced inter-religious dialogue and cooperation as an authentic form of Christian 

presence and participation in an increasingly pluralistic world since 1967. The WCC understands the concern to rec-

oncile one‘s faith as a Christian to the wider call to dialogue as an important challenge for Christian witness. YATRA, 

with the 2018 theme ―Passionately Christian and Compassionately Inter-religious‖ will offer an opportunity to re-

examine this concern in a creative and critical manner. 

 

This year, the residential period began from 7-20 July in Hong Kong at Tao Fong Shan Christian Centre, a co-host 

of YATRA 2018. 

 

The residential phase is preceded by a 4-week-online learning from 6 June – 4 July 2018. Experience has shown that 

the combination of online and experience-based learning enables participants to be academically sound and practi-

cally grounded, and thus fosters a holistic learning environment.  

 

Source: https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/events/applications-welcome-youth-in-asia-training-for-

religious-amity 

YOUTH IN ASIA TRAINING FOR RELIGIOUS AMITY (YATRA 2018) 
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NEWS FLASH 

Indian Evangelical Mission National Youth Conference 

When: 17-21 October 2018 

Where: Vishakhapatnam 

Registration Fee: Rs. 400/- per head (including meals and accommodation) 

Age Bar: Below 35 yrs. 

(Travelling cost to be borne by self) 

For further info: Mr. Ashish Yusuf (+91 96918 31767), Youth Secretary, Mennonite 

Church in India  


