
 

 

 

Pain of Christmas 

Every season has its own unique meaning. We have entered the Christmas season. We have been 

traditionally celebrating Christmas, the birth of Immanuel, in the midst of all luxuries and           

happiness. But there exists a grieving path of Christmas which challenges us to engage in the   

social issues and declare our solidarity with the groaning and suffering ones in our society. It     

invites us to join in the season of Christmas with hearts to suffer and to be peacemakers in       

situations of turmoil and despair. If I may ask wasn’t Jesus a refugee? Joseph, Mary and infant  

Jesus were denied by the mainstreams of the society and treated as a refugee in their own land.   

Joseph and Mary were considered as refugees by the society because they accepted the Divine 

will. Consequently, Jesus also became a refugee along with them due to the shallowness of the 

society. What an irony! The one through whom all things were created did not find a place to be 

born. But this is really intriguing as it emphasizes the nature of God who chooses to be a               

co-sufferer with those who are suffering and also their sojourner.  We strive to find our Saviour in 

the season of affluence but do not find him because he was born in a foul smelling manger.       

Another thing we find when the Christmas season approaches is beautiful stars. They are hung in 

and out the houses to commemorate the episode where the wise men were led by a star to infant 

Jesus’ manger. The star makes the wisdom of the wise men meet the innocence of a baby. But 

what happens today? We prefer to journey from the manger of innocence to the wisdom of the 

world. We continue to make, knowingly or unknowingly, many people refugees physically, mentally 

and spiritually because of our attitude towards them. This is the pain of the Christmas season. It is 

high time to fill their lives with a new season. A season filled with the fragrance of love and hope.  

I hope that this season of Christmas inspires us to express our solidarity with the refugees by giving 

them the experience of land-ness from landlessness through our witnessing lives. Like Jesus, let us 

try and make people realize the kingdom of God in the midst of us which is a kingdom of love and 

compassion. This Christmas season, may people see through the mist the eternal happiness and 

may the stars of this season show them the way from worldly wisdom to manger’s innocence.   

          

         Ronney. K. Iype 

             (Mar Thoma Syrian Church) 
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connect       create       change 

Youth Concerns—National Council of Churches in India 

 Encouraging young 

people to be part of 

the National Ecumeni-

cal Movement. 

 Networking with the 

Local and International 

Ecumenical partners 

for sponsorship and 

partnership. 

 Connecting member 

churches and local 

youth movements with 

NCCI Youth Concerns 

ministry through organ-

izing programmes both 

at regional and nation-

al levels. 

 Strengthening direct 

partnerships with 

youth fellowships of 

the member churches 

and NCCI Youth Con-

cerns ministry and 

encouraging them to 

create ecumenical 

platforms for young 

people to promote 

grassroots ecumenism. 

 Identifying young peo-

ple to engage them in 

a process of articulat-

ing their faith and un-

derstanding about 

God. 
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INVITATION TO 

WRITE 

Constituent members of 

NCCI, especially Member 

Churches of NCCI, are 

requested to share recent 

r epor t s  o f  you th        

programmes with the 

NCCI Youth Concerns 

d e p a r t m e n t  f o r          

publication in the E- 

Newsletter.  

PRAYER POINTS 

 We  pray for the  

survivors of human 

trafficking 

 We pray for our 

earth and its varied 

resources. May we 

never exploit the 

same to satiate our 

greed. 

 We pray that may 

unity be established 

among Christians. 

 We pray for all the 

NGOs who are  

striving to ensure 

justice to those who 

are denied. 

 We pray for our 

refugees whose lands 

are usurped by unjust 

corporates. 

“As you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs among yourselves, singing and making 

melody to the Lord in your hearts” Ephesians 

5:19 (NRSV) 

 

Unity Octave (Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity, from 18th – 25th January 2019) is a 

joint global initiative of the Commission on 

Faith and Order of the World Council of 

Churches and the Pontifical Council for      

Promoting Christian Unity. NCCI is joining with 

different ecclesial and confessional traditions 

and initiating this observance to facilitate and encourage all the Christian Communities 

to come together to pray for Christian Unity. This year’s Unity Octave is based on the 

theme “Justice and only justice you shall pursue” (Deuteronomy 16:18-20).  As part of 

the Unity Octave, the NCCI – Youth Concerns is organizing an Ecumenical Youth Music 

Concert on 24th January (Thursday) at Srishti Lawn, NCCI Campus, from 4:30 pm to 7:00 

pm. Therefore, it is my immense pleasure to bring you with a humble request and      

invitation to participate and present a performance (choir/ choreography/dance/bhajan) 

for the programme. You are requested to bring your own musical instruments. The main 

focus of Ecumenical Youth Music Concert is to extend the ecumenical rapport and bring 

unity among the Christians, especially the Youths spreading the message of justice, 

peace and unity through music in the midst of turmoil and tragedies in our society.  

P A G E  2  

Ecumenical Youth Music      

Concert 

“Over the last few years, we have been focusing more on the LGBTQ   

community and the parents have been left behind a bit...The idea is to 

say that when you come out of the closet, you push your parent into a 

closet. Because you give out your secret to them and they do not know 

what to do with it. The film is about how the parent understands a son.” 

- Sridhar Rangayan (The Director) 

Evening Shadows 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The installation of Rev. Asir Ebenezer as the new the General Secretary  took place on 3 January 2019. The    

program began with a worship service in which the Office bearers of NCCI, members of Working Committee,   

Finance Committee, Executive Secretaries and Staff were present. The President  handed over a copy of The Holy 

Bible and Constitution of NCCI to the new General Secretary. Rev. Dr. Roger Gaikwad the outgoing General     

Secretary handed over the charge. Rev. Asir Ebenezer was felicitated by the Church dignitaries who  graced the 

occasion. After the installation service Rev. Asir Ebenezer was led to the General Secretary’s cabin where he  

assumed the office by adorning the chair.  Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen, Bishop of Madras Diocese blessed him 

through a prayer.  Rev. Asir Ebenezer is an ordained minister of the Church of South India (CSI). He has been in 

ministry since 1992 and has served in various positions in national and global ecumenical forums. Prior to this, 

he was serving as the Director of Social Empowerment: Vision in Action (CSI-SEVA)  at the CSI Synod. He had  

earlier served the NCCI in various positions, including Officiating General Secretary of NCCI in between 2004 and 

2010. A well-known figure in ecumenical circles, theologian, community-enabler and finance expert, the multiple 

competencies of Rev. Asir Ebenezer will go a long way to strengthen the council. The office Bearers, Secretaries,  

and the Staff of the NCCI welcome Rev. Asir Ebenezer and wish him well in his new responsibility. 
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Rev. Asir Ebenezer: The New General Secretary of NCCI 

Mor Gregorios Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Youth Association (Mumbai Diocese)        

organizes and cordially invites you to be a part of the Kerala Food Festival on 27th 

January 2019 at Chaitanya Gagangiri Mangal Karyalay, Dhanori, Pune from 6:00pm 

onwards. An occasion for fellowship while relishing the delicacy of Kerala cuisines.   

Soliciting your prayers and presence.  

Kerala Food Festival 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Manger on the Streets” was the overarching theme of NCCI Christmas Programme held on 18th December 2018 in 

Srishti Lawn, NCCI campus, Nagpur. The programme was unconventional in its conceptualization and execution where 

a considerate attempt was made to reinterpret and deconstruct some of the traditionally held perceptions concerning 

the birth of Jesus the Christ. The birth of Christ was reimagined on the streets. The entire programme was scripted as 

a drama of an hour. The protest of the farmers; the visit of the three wise women etc. were some of the unique      

features of the play.   

Rev. Dr. Roger Gaikwad, the former General Secretary of NCCI offered the Reflection. He emphasized Christmas is the 

festival of hope as it embarks upon the birth of a child. Each child born into this world is a ray of hope; a hope that 

disrupts the sinful social order. In India the ‘mangers’ are most likely to be found on the streets – the domain of    

uncertainties. The ‘shepherds’ are most probably to be replaced by wailing farmers and the ‘wise men’ by stigmatized 

‘wise women’. Re-imagining the birth of Jesus on the streets gives us an alternate perspective to acknowledge the 

sanctity of the ‘defiled’.  For the full play kindly access the link below. 

http://ncci1914.com/2018/12/24/manger-on-the-streets-nativity-in-2018 
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Manger on the Streets 

http://ncci1914.com/2018/12/24/manger-on-the-streets-nativity-in-2018/?fbclid=IwAR2BiU9RdJJ5m6yCwUKcNRGylFMeuuy3k4al7b1R43jYYkXr4qRbbNpBl38
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In the 2014 general elections, 281 million Indians who were eligible to vote – over 18 years of age and with 

their names in the electoral rolls – did not vote. No other democracy on this planet even has as many voters. 

The world’s second largest democracy, the US, only had 183 million registered to vote in the 2016            

presidential elections. So, 281 million not voting isn’t just a few votes lost, it’s more than a whole voting    

nation lost...But why did so many not vote? One widely held perception is that they couldn’t care less. But is 

that really true? Or is it because many or most of them couldn’t vote? Think about what it takes to vote. You 

have to be of eligible age, you have to be registered on the electoral rolls and, most importantly, you have to 

be  physically present where you are registered on polling day to be allowed to vote. And that’s where the rub 

lies. We are, by all accounts, a nation on the move. Many services have taken this on board and adjusted to 

this reality. Your phone number moves with you, your bank account does so too. Your Aadhaar number      

remains the same whether you live in Agra or Agartala. So why doesn’t our vote – the fundamental right to 

choose our representatives – move with us? Our netas have decided that NRIs should have the right to vote 

by proxy. They are also Indians after all. But then why not those who are very much in  India but just not at the 

place they are registered in on voting day? It’s time this changed. Indians on the move within the country are 

at least as entitled to their franchise as those living abroad.  

Join us in petitioning the Election Commission and our netas to make it possible for every Indian to vote    

irrespective of where he or she may be temporarily located. If we have the political and administrative will, 

today’s world certainly has the technological way to make it possible as we will demonstrate over the course 

of the Lost Votes Campaign.   

Source: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/lost-votes/campaignlanding/ 

   Lost Votes Campaign 
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