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Ways to Celebrate Disability Awareness Sunday

Disability Advocacy Sunday (25 November 2018)

Disability Advocacy Sunday (DAS) is an opportunity to raise awareness concerning people
with disabilities and to explore their full engagement and participation in the church's life by
recognising and celebrating the contribution of disabled people to the life of the Church.
Whether consciously in relation to their experience of disability, or not, people with disabilities
play a variety of roles in church life, whether lay or ordained, young or old, male or female.
Some may contribute in less obvious ways - through a quiet presence or even through their
needs and the gifts, they bring out in others. Sadly, there are still others who feel marginalised or
even excluded, and so this is also an opportunity to listen to them, and to consider ways in which
we can be more inclusive, and our buildings more accessible, in order to be truly open to all. The
prayers and intercessions for use at the worships that are offered here may be used as you wish,
either in their entirety or in part.

NCCI IDEA (Indian Disability Ecumenical Accompaniment) is an Ecumenical
Initiative of National Council of Churches in India accompanied by Unity and Mission.
NCCI IDEA theologically motivates ministerial interventions of its constituencies in
encouraging and facilitating the Indian Churches to be inclusive and disabled-friendly.
Considering the importance of inclusivity, the XXVIII Quadrennial Assembly of NCCI has
chosen a theme 'Towards… Just and Inclusive Communities for this Quadrennial thus, the
Members of NCCI would be encouraged to ensure that their ministerial interventions result in
inclusivity.
NCCI-IDEA has been a facilitator of conversations with communities in Church and Society in
regard to advocacy for disability rights. Considering the importance of observing this day, the
NCCI Executive Committee in 2011 officially approved of designating the Sunday before the
Advent as DAS, since 3rd December the International Day of People with Disability.
Since 2009, the Disability Advocacy Sunday (DAS) is being organized by NCCI IDEA along
with ecumenical organizations, local congregations and institutions both locally and globally.
From its inception, DAS is focused to promote and inculcate the value of 'An Inclusive
Church', through its sermons, urging the Church, to move becoming an accompanier seeking
justice 'for', 'by' and 'with' persons with disabilities. Surveying the past celebrations /
observations and the positive responses from the Churches and the local congregations to the
observance of DAS, NCCI-IDEA expects that the congregations have become more open to
PWDs and more Disabled-friendly.
DAS works on a theme every year. This year's theme is "God of the Disabled: Walking
together, Serving Justice, Peace and Inclusion". This theme was selected to join the World
Council of Churches' 70th year ecumenical pilgrimage of Justice and Peace.
Every year, NCCI IDEA assists the Churches and the Congregations with the Order of Worship
for DAS observances. Since 25th November 2018 is the Sunday prior to the Advent season, IDEA
recommends and encourages to churches to observe it as DAS. In case, if anyone is not able to
observe the DAS on 25th November, please feel free to observe any Sunday that is convenient
to you and your congregations.
As stated, NCCI - IDEA's DAS has inspired several global communities, congregations and
organisations through the global partnerships developed to advocate for the rights and
dignity of the people with disabilities. The World Council of Churches - Ecumenical Disability
Advocates Network (WCC - EDAN), the Christian Conference of Asia's - Asian Ecumenical
Disability Advocates Network (CCA - AEDA), Church of Scotland (Board of Overseas
Ministries) and ASIA CMS, are joining in the campaign. Therefore, we encourage each and
everyone to be part of the campaign and observe this Disability Advocacy Sunday.
Christmas of the Disabled:
We also, glad to inform you that the NCCI-IDEA organises 'Christmas of the Disabled' every
year. This is a unique Christmas programme organised and conducted by the Children and
Youth with disabilities for others. This is organised on the eve of Advent Sunday every year.
This year it is suggested to organise on 2nd December 2018. Therefore, we encourage you to
organize and celebrate along with us in your respective Churches and Congregations.
Kindly, share with us the inspirational stories and the divine interventions through the DAS
2018 in your Church or Congregation.
With Prayer and Wishes,

The Executive Committee of NCCI has officially declared the Sunday before the Advent as the
Disability Advocacy Sunday since, the 3rd December (International Day of the Persons with
Disabilities) fall during the Advent Season. However, congregations are encouraged to
highlight disability awareness whenever it is most convenient.
Here are a few suggestions for celebrating / observing Disability Advocacy Sunday
 Schedule an adult forum on living with a disability (or a similar topic). Offer children a
chance to meet people with disabilities, use a wheelchair and crutches, and learn sign
language.
 Plan a worship service themed around God's love and acceptance of all people. Encourage
the worship leader to consider gathering a few persons from your church community who
have a disability or parent of a child with a disability to talk about what they experience,
helpful or hurtful scriptures, life experiences, etc.
 In worship planning, invite persons with disabilities to share their gifts in appropriate ways
(as liturgists, ushers, communion servers, musicians, preachers, etc.), but do so in a way that
avoids putting people with disabilities "on display."
 Use "people-first language," not language that emphasizes the disabling condition.
 Emphasize that persons with disabilities are made in the image of God and that all are part
of the body of Christ, meaning all have value, dignity, and spiritual gifts.
 Complete a church accessibility audit that involves church leaders and people with
disabilities. Find ways to make your church as accessible as possible.
 Form a planning committee and target the needs of your local community. Reach out to
the community by inviting persons with disabilities and their families to participate in
worship and educational offerings.
 In whatever approach your church uses, exercise care to avoid perpetuating disability
stereotypes.
 As you plan and prepare your Disability Advocacy Sunday kindly organise a sign
interpreter to interpret the entire service including prayers, intercessions and
announcements. If possible, please prepare a large letter printouts and needed sign boards
with symbols. Alongside please ensure the accessibility not only to entrance but also to the
altar. We also would encourage you to assign the people with disabilities to preach and to
involve to the maximum in the worship.
 An offering may be received to promote the work of creating architectural and attitudinal
accessibility in local churches.


Christmas of the Disabled: You may hold a special Christmas programme organised by the
People with Disabilities (youth, children, adult) for others.
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Disability Advocacy Sunday (25th November 2018)
Theme: God of the Disabled:
Walking together, Serving Justice Peace and Inclusion
Order of Worship

(Can be read by visually impaired using Braille and to benefit others with sign languages)

Leader :

God of possibilities, we pray for the children and young people
with disabilities in our church and society. As life challenges
them with limitations at home, at educational institutions, at the
working place, at the church and at the public places and
functions, strengthen them that the entire creation is given to
them also to posses and take pleasure in it. disabled, we
pray for you to break our stubborn hearts to share their
unexpressed pain by facilitating them a comfortable life with
an identity.
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