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the Missions'. The theme was found
to be intriguing and relevant.

T

he India Pre-conference of
the Conference on World Mission
and Evangelism was held at the CNI
Bhavan, New Delhi from 24 -26 January
2018 on the theme: 'Transforming
Discipleship: Mission of the Missions'.. There
were forty-eight delegates including
fourteen women and ten youth from
thirteen various ecclesial traditions, seven
theologians from various schools of
thought, thirteen social and
developmental organizations, nine
ecumenists and six mission workers. Some
of these delegates also represented the
'so-called' socially, religiously and
culturally excluded communities like,
Tribals/Adivasis, Dalits, People With
Disabilities, and Sexually Diverse
Communities. The Conference was jointly
organized by the Church of North India
Synod and NCCI Unity and Mission along
with the WCC Commission for World
Mission and Evangelism.
Biblical theological reflections, issuerelated input sessions, table conversations
and plenaries focused on the theme:
'Transforming Discipleship: Mission of
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The Most Rev. Dr. P. C. Singh,
President, National Council of
Churches in India and the Moderator of
the Church of North India inaugurated
the Conference. In his address, the
President-Moderator 'invited' the
Churches, Mission Movements and
Diaconal Organizations to adopt
'discipleship' as a strategy to 'do' and
'practice' mission in India. He asserted
that Christian Mission in India has a
history of 2000 years. Christian Mission
has been engaged in inculcating
Gospel values of Justice, Peace and
Love through its education, health and
diaconal interventions in and among
all the communities and the societies at
large. These interventions have
reached millions of people and have
brought about transformational
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change in their lives and in
their societies.. These interventions
were not basically intended to convert
anyone to a religion called
Christianity; rather the interventions
facilitated a process of forming good
humans / citizens. However, today a
‘hate’ campaign has been waged
against Churches and their mission
services (including diaconal
interventions), alleging that missional
interventions are aimed at converting
people to the Christian religion, in spite
of the fact that
the Christian
population in India has been hovering
around 2.5 % of the total population
for centuries.
It is clearly evident that in all missional
and diaconal interventions Indian
Christian missions have largely focused
on the 'transformation of lives' by
‘DOING gospel’ along with ‘preaching’
of the good news. The gospel of Christ
has directly confronted injustices in
society such as caste discrimination,
gender injustice and other social
divides, and has identified with the
socially, religiously, economically
neglected, excluded and
discriminated communities who are
pushed to the edges of society. So,
Indian Christian Mission is 'FROM' the
Margins, 'BY' the Margins and 'WITH'
the margins. This is the uniqueness of
the Indian Christian mission. Further
the President said that, the
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transforming discipleship
strives to enhance human values
based on the gospel values of justice,
peace and love. Therefore, he invited
the mission movements and churches
to be together in mission, facilitating
new disciples to transform the society
as God intended, thereby realizing the
reign of God: “ I call upon the mission
leaders to go into the world,
strengthening the process of
‘transforming disciples’ in all nations”.
The Rev. Dr. D. R. Sadananda, VicePresident NCCI and the General
Secretary of the Church of South India,
led the delegates through a biblicaltheological reflection. From the Gospel
according to Mark, he highlighted ‘the
sword and the cross’ as metaphors for
mission. The sword stands for prophetic
ministry, while the cross is the cost of
bearing prophetic witness in society. A
missi
o
n
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that does not lead towards the cross is a mission that is
luxurious and comfortable. The call for transforming
discipleship is a call to bring the mission out of its comfort
zone into a path leading towards the cross. Mission that is
Prophetic and that Accompanies people on the margins
in India very aptly highlight the process of ‘doing’
mission.
Dr. Sadananda in his biblical theological reflection,
referred to the missional calls found in the Johannine
gospel: the ‘Come’ sayings of Jesus Christ. When Jesus says
‘Come and See’, he invites us to experience, the vision
and will of God in mission. ‘Come and Give’, is another
invitation to participate in mission like God gave Jesus
Christ and Jesus gave His life. ‘Come and Remain’ is an
invitation to equip disciples, while ‘Come and Embrace’ is
an invitation to understand and practice the mission of God
o r
the Spirituality of God. ‘Come and Celebrate’ is yet another invitation to
celebrate mission and discipleship with the resurrected Christ and a fellowship of
deeper spiritual indwelling. Through these references he reiterated that the
Mission is an invitation to participate and experience the transformation of lives
as disciples of Christ and to be motivated to be partners in transforming societies.
The Rev. Dr. Jooseop Keum, Director, WCC-Commission for World Mission and
Evangelism observed, in his key note address, that the world is broken, and
therefore, it is imperative for the ecumenical movement to boldly witness to the
unity in the Triune God, and to live it out for the unity of
creation: “The world is yearning for a Christian
discipleship, which reconciles our broken and troubled
world.” In order to do so, unity of the Church is not an
optional agenda. In order that the church can be the
light of the world, the role of Christian leaders is crucial.
People see the vision of God’s kingdom through us.
Therefore, we ought to rediscover the simplicity,
inclusivity, joy, kenosis, empathy and “prophetic
imagination” of Christian leadership: “There is no other
way to follow other than the way our Lord walked
before us. I believe that this is the time to ‘break the
silence’ of the easy-going leadership in the ecumenical
movement and the global church and call for costly and
transforming discipleship! The ecumenical movement
ought to be a never drying water fountain nurturing life
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in its fullness for all in the
world! We are called to lead this most
glorious mission and costly movement,
witnessing to faith, love and hope in
Christ for the divided churches,
suffering people, and fragmented
world! This paper was read by the Rev.
Dr. Roger Gaikwad, General Secretary,
National Council of Churches in India.
Earlier at the
inauguration,
Mr. Alwan
Masih , General
Secretary,
Church of
North India
Synod, raised a
pertinent
question,
“What is next?”
The Indian
m i s s i o n
movement
s e e m s t o
following a fixed
mission pattern for several decades.
Mission expressions have to be made
creative and challenging. He further
challenged, “Where is the ‘justice’
component of the Gospel in our
missions today?” Churches have yet to
responsibly address issues related to
social justice for the Dalits and other
marginalized communities. Therefore
he asserted that it is time for churches
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...“The world is yearning for a
Christian discipleship, which reconciles
our broken and troubled world.”
-Rev. Dr. Jooseop Keum,

to work to establish social
justice through our mission and
developmental works.
Mrs. Aleyamma
Thomas, Vicepresident of
NCCI, in her
greetings
stated that, in
today's context,
'mission' is not a
sweet word,
and Indian
Christian
missions are
under threat by
the right-wing
fundamentalist
groups. The
churches are in
need of direction as to how to address
the present situation. She further
asked, “Where are women in our
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mission work? What role are
they playing?” The entire world is
getting edified with the 'women
power', but our churches and missions
have largely missed the opportunity of
partnering with women in
transformative mission services. She
asserted that one cannot imagine a
mission without women. In the biblical
narratives, women have played a role
as transformed disciples engaged in
transforming the lives of others. So, we
need to gain inspiration from those
narratives and involve in e mission
that is inclusive and transformative.
Prof. Dr. Devaraju Patta, an
influential senior leader of the Andhra
Evangelical Lutheran Church drew
attention to the complexity of mission;
the need of the hour is to address
mission from social, political and
economical perspectives. He proposed
a shift from the great commission to
the great commandment; mission has
to move from the colonial model of
saving souls to participating and
partnering in the struggles of the Dalits
and other marginalized communities
for justice, rights and dignified space in
society. The churches have to
specifically engage in missional
accompaniment with the struggling
communities towards transformation.
Lieutenant Colonel Daniel Dasari
Raju, the National Secretary of the
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Salvation Army in India , in
h i s
greetin
g
s
emphas
ize that
i
n
today’s
mission,
churche
s
need to
affirm,
protect and promote the Rights of
Children. So also, churches should also
grant space for the younger
generations and their role in the
process of transforming discipleship.
Prof. Dr. Fr. K M George, well known
ecumenical leader from the
Malankara Syrian Orthodox Church in
his greetings said that, the major task
of the Indian mission is the hope of
creating a space where love justice and
freedom exist.
Rev. Dr. Roger
Gaikwad, the General Secretary of the
National Council of Churches in India
said that the NCCI has moved from the
slogan 'evangelization of world in this
generation' to understanding mission
as liberation, justice, inclusivity, and
integral relation with all creation.
In an input session, Fr. Dr. K. M George
discussed Mission as Transforming
Discipleship from the Oriental /
Orthodox theological
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understanding. He said
mission is to
m o v e
f r o m
empathy
t
o
empowe
rment
w h i c h
should be
character of the discipleship that
transforms society. Sr. Dr. Teresa
Joseph, Executive Secretary of
Ecumenism and Dialogue of the
Catholic Bishops
Conference of India,
presented a Catholic
Perspective,
highlighting qualities
of discipleship: to
love, to teach, to
forgive and to heal.
The new way of
Christian mission is to
“love and serve”,
which ought to be the
bottom line of
discipleship. Prof. Rev. Dr. David
Udayakumar, Principal, Gurukul
Lutheran Theological College,
presented a reformed / protestant
perspective: Mission and Discipleship is
nothing but imitating
Jesus Christ,
to 'Do'
what he
did and
'LIVE' the
way he
lived. The
constant
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renewal of our mind will
k e e p
transforming
our life and
work.
In response
to the Keynote address
of Rev. Dr.
Jooseop Keum, a session on Global,
Asian and Indian missional
perspectives was presented. Rev.
Christopher Rajkumar, Executive
Secretary, NCCI-Unity
and Mission,
i d e n t i f i e d
R i g h t w i n g
populism, Armlifting ideologies
and terrorism,
migration of
communities,
violation of
human and earth
rights, economic
injustice (because of
globalization), religious secularity, 4th
Industrial revolution and shrinking
space for mission as global missional
challenges.
Rev. Kennedy
Dhanabalan, National Director of the
E v a n g e l i c a l
Fellowship
of India Commissio
n on Relief,
identified
poverty,
plurality,
peace,
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“...mission could be making
people to dream the kin-dom dream,
not as a utopia but as transforming
knowledge of transformation.”
-Rev. Kennedy Dhanabalan

laws curtailing religious
freedom, autocratic leadership, rise of
materialism and lack in understanding of
diaconia as some of the major challenges in
Asia. He suggested that, mission could be
making people to dream the kin-dom
dream, not as a utopia but as transforming
knowledge of transformation. He also
fur
ther emphasized that mission
should be 'prophetic' but not 'profitic'. He invited the
traditional mission movements to consider these issues as life
issues and respond to them missiologically and spiritually.
Further he said, discipleship is not merely giving charity but it is
equipping and empowering people. Rev. Dr. Roger Gaikwad
highlighted three major concerns of the key-note address: the
very concept of discipleship as it is traditionally understood
needs to be transformed, the disciplers themselves need to
undergo constant transformation; and discipleship calls for
commitment to affirmative action in a world full of injustices,
pain and suffering. He addressed these concerns from the
traditional understanding of discipleship from the Gurukula
institution. The impact of Christian mission on discipleship, the
concept of social reforms-centered discipleship as seen in the Ramakrishna
Mission, and cautions about present manifestations of discipleship in terms of
following popular gurus/evangelists and their prosperity theology calling for
executive/management disciples as well as cautions about extremist right wing
discipleship in which disciples become volunteers (swayamsevaks).
Another session was a panel presentation on missional ethics from theological,
interfaith and diaconal perspectives. Prof. Rev. Dr. Sunil Caleb, Principal,
Bishops' College looked at mission ethics from a theological perspective. Today's
mission is to be centered or anchored in the margins to equip and develop
leadership among the marginalized and excluded communities. Today's mission
should not restrain itself from partnering, collaborating and promoting
missional interventions who hold even a secular identify. Rev. Fr. Dr. M D
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NCCI has moved from the slogan
'evangelization of world in this generation'
to understanding mission as
liberation, justice, inclusivity, and
integral relation with all creation.

Rev. Dr. Roger Gaikwad

Thomas,
Director,
Institute of
Harmony and
Peace Studies
talked about
the 'pilgrim
mission' that
promotes the
core values of the
gospel in the pluri-faith contexts. Our
mission is to aim for a wider oikumene
(Family of God) consisting of all
communities. The nature of Indian
mission is to learn from 'others' and be
'enriched' by others. Dr. Belinda
Bennet, Country Director, Christian
Children's Fund - Canada and the
Diaconal Consultant informed the
delegates that, today, we witness a
dichotomy between society and faiths.
However, the context mandates us to
respond spiritually to the live societal
issues as a whole and not be confined
to individual and soul related issues. If
the gospel is not transforming we need
to review the need and relevance of
the gospel. Our mission is to work
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towards facilitating a
process of being, becoming and
remaining human in our approaches.
Most of our missional interventions
take care of the leadership within
Christianity, Churches and Mission
Organizations, but the gospel demand
us to work on making disciples in the
communities. Unless our mission takes
up this call, transformation at the
grassroots
a n d
societa
l levels
is not
possibl
e.
Anoth
er panel
was on missional Interventions: Dr.
Sushant Agrawal, Director, Church's
Auxiliary for Social Action and the
Moderator of the Act Alliance Global
and Rev. Dr. Monodeep Daniel, St.
Stephen's College
ser
ved as panelists.
Dr. Sushant
Agrawal spoke
on 'Development
as Mission' with
the reference to
'Ecumenical
Diaconia', where
the diaconia is
anchored upon
values of justice
with a prophetic
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edge.' Due
to State
oppression
, we are
not able to
practice
mission
with these
values.
But by
adopting
strategy of 'Transforming Discipleship'
we could bring these components in
mission. Rev. Dr. Monodeep Daniel,
spoke on 'Education as mission.’ In his
talk, he expressed his anguish over the
popular mission models that have
forgotten to affirm, practice and
promote social justice. According to
him, discipleship is nothing but making
people human, and this could be
possible by cultivating human values
through our educational institutions.
Unfortunately, today, we are
producing students who compete with
one another rather than cultivating
disciples who live in harmony.
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Mr.
Vinod John Wesley, Research Scholar
at Lutheran School of Theology,
Chicago gave a theological and ethical
reflection on the theme. According to
Mr. Vinod John Wesley, discipleship is a
radical missional journey, challenging
colonial subjectivity. On the other
hand discipleship should be an ongoing
dialogical engagement. Therefore,
mission should engage with the locals
along with embracing different levels
of discipleships that will result in
mission from and by the margins.
Prof. Dr. Mammen Varkey, Chief
Editor - Peoples Reporter responded in
the context of earlier conversations on
mission and discipleship.
Prof.
Mammen Varkey suggested that
churches should concentrate more on
youth and children, since they are the
face of India today, to be part of this
Missioning for discipleship in making.
Secondly, today's mission has to
consider the logic and way of thinking
of the world today with the emphasis
of new logic of the 'cross', in the
context of new logic of the
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'world', and the new logic of the
'market', new logic of the 'language'
and new logic of the 'spirituality'. Therefore,
missions need to work on the ’new logics', new
measures and new languages to address the
new spirituality of the cross that is
transformative.
Ms. Karin Bodin, Liaison Officer, Church of
Sweden (CoS) appreciated the NCCI-Unity
and Mission for having given her new insights
into the Indian context and the role of churches
in India. And also a deep understanding of the
mission of the Church, which also aids our own preparations for the World Mission
Conference in Arusha. She further states that, “we
learnt more about the margins and how they call
us to action – not least the plight of Dalits in
India, but also at the global level. It was
valuable that several church traditions were
heard, giving us different perspectives and an
ecumenical understanding of discipleship. The
activity in which participants involved in the
struggle for rights of the disabled let us
experience, for a few moments, what
disability might mean, as we were unable to
take our own tea, since our hands were tied or we
could not see.” She suggested that through transforming discipleship the mission
of the Indian Church and mission movements must encourage the voices of the
women, youth, tribals and other struggling
communities would be heard to a larger
extent. Therefore, the role of the mission
movements in India is to work towards
transforming discipleship, a need of the
hour.
Ms. Celena Falk, a visitor from the Sweden
who is also the member of the WCC
Central Committee, joined this conference
and observed the deliberations. Ms. Falk
responded that the role of youth in mission
at large is inevitable. Today's young world
is facing unemployment and they are
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caught up by the influence
of social media. Therefore, missions
have to consider how to engage youth
in transforming the world by
equipping them to be
disciples of Christ.
Bishop M. A.
Daniel,
Bishop of
Hydera
b a d
Confere
nce of the
Methodist
Church in
India and
t
h
e
Member of
the World Council of
Churches' Central
Committee, Mrs. Aleyamma Thomas,
Prof. Dr. Devaraju Patta, Lt. Col.
Daniel Raju Dasari, Sr. Dr. Teresa
Joseph, Mr. Joshua Rathnam, and Rev.
Kennedy have also served as
moderators of different session and
panel discussions.
The India Pre-Conference was
designed with various elements that
would enhance discussions of the
possible missiological shifts and
possible mission agenda for today’s
Indian context, which included,
‘Missional Responses’ to the issues of
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Dalits, Adivasis, Tribals,
Sexually Diverse Communities,
People with Disabilities, Women,
Youth, Children, the Aged, Climate
Refugees, Interfaith relations and
Communication and
Technological
Challenges. Mr.
Vinod John
Wesley, Mr.
Malthyus
Sangma,
Mr. Romal
Singh, Mr.
J a c o b
Devabhaktula,
Miss. Jenifa Rani,
Mr. Jianthaolung
G o n m e i , D r .
Christopher Baskaran, Mrs.
Susheela Jeliya Rev. Christopher
Rajkumar, Rev. Fr. Dr. M D Thomas,
Mr. Vinod Shemron and Rev. Vinay
Peter served as facilitators.
There was another roundtable on
NCCI missional focus areas:
Prophetical Witness, Responsible
Mission, Migration, Human
Trafficking, Peace, and Human Rights
and Faith and Politics. Rev. Fr. Aswin
Fernandis, Rev. Dr. Roger Gaikwad,
Mr. Shantanu Dutta, Mr. Jianthaolung
Gonmei, Rev. Dr. Ranjit Kumar Kanithi
and Rev. Dr. Vincent Rajkumar served
as facilitators.
Mr. Vinod John
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Wesley, Mrs. Susheela Jelia, Mr. Jianthaolung
Gonmei, Mr. Karunya Shanthaseelan, Miss. Jenifa Rani
and Deacon Blessen George documented the discussions.
Rev. Dr. Vincent Rajkumar in a concluding
session identified 'truth claiming' and
'separating' ourselves from the rest of the
society, as factors that have undermined
Christian mission in our pluri-faith context.
The ideology of conquering the whole nation
for Christ is also questionable when Jesus
asked us to make disciples and love one
another. Thirdly, our mission is mostly
revolving around the religiosity rather than
the spirituality. Spirituality works around
discipleship but religiosity works around
'adherence'. Fourthly missions should
develop leaderships at the grassroots rather
becoming institutions which develop
institutional leadership. Finally, what is
required is a shift from church centered
mission to reign of God centered mission.
The delegates affirmed that, 'transforming
discipleship' should be the bottom-line of our
missions as discipleship has always been the heart of Indian
Spirituality.
Reported by:
Rev. Christopher Rajkumar,
Executive Secretary,
NCCI - Unity and Mission
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Glimpses of the India Pre-Conference
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IndiaPre-Conferenceof theConference onWorldMissionandEvangelism
January24-26,2018,CNIBhavan,NewDelhi
Annotated Agenda
Indian Church and Mission movements have been a part of India’s rich heritage, culture and the varied
pluralistic faith and ideological expressions and engaged in mission through evangelism and Diaconia
for centuries. They have made significant contributions at different stages of India’s social, political
history of affirming, advocating and defending democracy, equality and dignity of every citizen
without any expectation. But, the right wing religious fundamentalists are tarnishing the name of
Christian Mission by initiating 'hate-campaigns' ‘dietary’ impositions, ‘Vandalism-Culture’ based on
'cultural-nationalism', and above all, accusing Churches, Missions and Diaconal interventions of
“proselytization”. Such interventions create a panic among all minority communities. These inhuman
practices are destroying the pluri-faith nature of our land. Thus licenses of several Christian
development agencies to receive foreign funding have been cancelled … Christmas carol groups have
been attacked and remanded to custody... and so much more! Mission movements and diaconal
ministries are under threat. The space for preaching and doing Gospel is shrinking.
In this context, the World Council of Churches - Council for World Mission and Evangelism (CWMaE) is
inviting world leaders from Churches, Mission Movements, Theological and Developmental fraternities
to Arusha in Tanzania from 8 - 13 March 2018 for its next Conference on World Mission and Evangelism
to reflect on the theme 'Moving in the Spirit: Called to Transforming Discipleship'. This Conference is an
opportunity for the Indian Churches, Mission Movements and Diaconal Sectors to gain inspiration from
the CWMaE and to inspire the Conference with our experiences. Hence, this India Pre-Conference of the
CWMaE invites you to be part of this important gathering of the leaders to converse, contemplate, and
commit ourselves to lead Indian Mission movements vigorously by adopting and adapting appropriate
missional and diaconal interventions to inculcate the gospel values of 'Love', 'Peace and Justice'.
Aims and Objectives
• To reflect upon, and to contribute to the CWMaE from an Indian perspective;
• To gain inspirations from the Indian missional experiences and expressions.
• To invite various mission and diaconal movements in India to converse about our mission contexts.
• To suggest the inclusion of the Indian missional experiences and concerns in the missional priorities of
global mission agenda.
• To articulate a relevant and appropriate missiological framework for the pluri-faith Indian context.
Expected Outcomes
• Common vision to realize the reign of God through different missional and diaconal interventions for
Indian societies
• Conversations on need for relevant theology of mission and strengthened relations among churches,
mission organizations and ecumenical bodies in the light of the CWMaE
• Suggesting, adopting and adapting new strategies to appropriate Christian ministries in India.
• Developing a road map for ecumenical and missional engagements by elucidating the role of Indian
Missions in the Global context
Suggested Programme Framework
•Scanning the Indian Missional contexts from Political/Religious/Societal and perspectives
•Listening to Academicians/Activists/Mission workers/Church Leaders/Development Workers
•Initiating Missional Conversations between various Christian mission stake holders
•Appraising the Missional challenges, through the conference’s programme framework
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Suggested Programme Structure:
Inauguration
Biblical Theological Reflections
Keynote
Missional Response
Missional Conversations
Mission Roundtable
Mission Interface
Closing Act
Conference Venue:
The Meeting would be held at the 'Sadhu Sundersingh Auditorium' (Second Floor) of the CNI Bhavan,
16, Pandit Pant Marg, New Delhi.
Hall Arrangements:
There would be a dais with a podium for the entire conference. Dais and Podium would be used only for
the main sessions.
Seating Arrangements:
An average of 5 - 6 leaders would be seated on a round table. You would be associated with the same
table for the entire conference.
Table Arrangements:
Each table will have one or more facilitators and a documenter to document the conversations. The
members of the table shall select a member from among them to share the outcome (report to the
larger group).
Draft Framework of the Agenda
24 th January 2018
Arrival and Regist ration
Worship & Devotion
Inaugurat ion
Keynote:
Transforming Discipleship: Mission of
the Missions

Missional Responses

Missional Conversation - 1
Transforming Discipleship: Mission of
the Missions

25 th January 2018
Bib lical Theological
Reflection - 1
Refreshments
Missional Conversation – 2
Mission Ethics
Mission Round table – 1
(Table Groups)
Transforming Discipleship: Mission of
the Missions
Lunch
Missional Conversation – 3
Transforming Discipleship: Missional
Interventions
Refreshments
Mission Interface – 1
(Sharing the Outcome)
Mission Round table – 2
(Table Groups)
An Ecumenical Evening Host ed by
CISRS
Dinner
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26th January 2018
Biblica l Theological
Reflection - 2
Mission Roundtable – 3
(Table Groups)
Missional Possibilities
Mission Interface – 2
Plenary
Closing Act
Departure
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Whether Conditions
New Delhi continues to be shrouded by dense fog. The temperature from 24th to 26th January
2018 could range from 6˚C to 22˚C. Short showers are expected.
Transfers
Please Take care of your transfers from Airport/Railway Stations. We are unable to offer you the pickups. On 26 January, please expect some traffic Challenges. Request you to organize accordingly
Annotated Agenda:
24th January 2018
Arrival and Registration:
• Registration will be done at the Conference Venue (Sadhu Sundersingh Auditorium, Second Floor,
CNI Bhavan).
• All registered delegates would get your conference kit at the time of registration.
Devotion
We will begin the delegation with a devotion to ignite our conscience. The meditation will hold the key
to unravel the hidden questions for which answers are unheard of, or unspoken. It will pave way for
discussions on Missional praxis in our country as well as around the world.
Inauguration
After the devotion, the Pre-Conference will commence with a formal ceremony by inaugurating the
India Pre-Conference of the Conference on World Mission and Evangelism. This will set the tone for the
sessions that are to follow and provide a rationale for the India Pre-Conference.
Keynote
The keynote address is on the theme of the India Pre-Conference that is “Transforming Discipleship:
Mission of the Missions”, to establish the purpose of the India Pre-Conference.
Missional Responses
The missional response will facilitate a response to the Keynote address in three broad perspectives
namely, Global, Asian and Indian perspectives. This missional response will lead the delegation to
understand the context of the World Mission Conference.
Missional Conversation - 1
This is panel facilitation with academic understanding on mission based on the theme Transforming
Discipleship: Mission of the Missions. This panel will deal from Orthodox, Catholic and Reformed
perspectives.
25th January 2018
Biblical Theological Reflection – 1
This session is a time of reflection to encapsulate the conversations that happened the previous day and
to move us further and deeper into the mission agenda of the churches, mission organizations and
ecumenical bodies.
Missional Conversation – 2
This is a panel session to interact on 'Mission Ethics' from theological, interfaith and developmental
perspectives. It includes presentations from panelists and time of clarification that fosters healthy
nurturing of the interactions in the Pre-Conference.
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Mission Roundtable – 1 (Table Groups)
This is the time to further the conversations from the various perspectives on the missional
concerns of the church and society that are divided as table groups on the themes as mentioned.
Mission on Gender and Sexuality | Affirming the rights of Children and Ministering Youth as Mission |
Mission: Dalit Perspective and Mission: Tribal and Adivasis Perspective | Mission in a Plurifaith Context,
Mission and Evangelism | Mission-ing Disabled, Communicating Ecological Conscience |. Each table will
have two facilitators and a documenter to document the conversations. But the members of the table
shall select a member from among them to share the outcome.
Mission Interface – 1 (Sharing the Outcome)
This mission interface will encapsulate all the conversations made during the first and the second
conversations along with the discussions of the mission roundtables as well. It is a platform to share the
outcome of the discussion in the respective table groups. This will help in streamlining issues concerned
with the various groups. It will also contribute to the overall conversations of the Pre-Conference.
Mission Conversation - 3
This is panel facilitation with academic understanding on mission based on the theme Transforming
Discipleship: Mission of the Missions specifically discussing on Ecumenical Diaconia | Healing Mission |
Education |. The discussions will help the forum to prepare the draft statement and the plans for the
road map ahead for the churches, mission organizations and ecumenical bodies in the countries.
Mission Roundtable – 2 (Table Groups)
This is the time to capsule our conversations and draw up a suggestive road map to fodder the draft
Statement of the conference. It will also help the churches and mission movements in the country to
prepare their plan of action for the future. Each table will have a facilitator(s) and a documenter to
document the conversations.
An Ecumenical Hosted by CISRS
This Ecumenical evening will be enlightened by a lecture on scanning the political context for missional
interventions in India. It will give insights into the politics of the nation and elucidate a possible missionpolitical participation of the Indian Christians.
26th January 2018
Biblical Theological Reflection – 2
This session is a time of reflection to deepen our understanding on the conversations that happened the
previous day and to spiritually urge us towards reforming our prophetic witness as individuals, church
leaders and mission accompaniers in our respective contexts.
Mission Roundtable – 3 (Table Groups)
This is the time to look into the missional expressions of the constituent members of the National Council
of Churches in India, in the table groups. Each table would discuss on Responsible Mission | Affirming
Human Rights | Peace and Violence | Migration | Human Trafficking | Prophetic Witness. Every table
will have a facilitator(s) and a documenter to document the conversations. The members of the table
shall select a member from among them to share the outcome.
Missional Possibilities
The ‘Missional possibilities’ is a time to assess the progression of events during the India Pre-Conference
and suggest a possible way forward not only toward the accepting of the statement but also the
missional interventions that will be commencing after the Pre-conference.
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Mission Interface – 2 (Plenary)
The interface is a time to sum-up, pool in, make suggestions on the conversations, finalize and
accept the conference statement. This will be the conclusion of all the sessions before the formal
Closing act.
Related Information:
Lodging and Boarding:
• Lodging for all leaders organized at the CNI Bhavan, 16 Pandit Pant Marg, New Delhi on a twin
sharing basis. The rooms are self-contained with restrooms (Western closets), geysers and room heaters.
• All meals and refreshments are organized at the conference venue itself.
Arrival and Departure:
• All leaders are requested to reach the venue before 8.00 am 24th Jan 2018 and plan to leave after
4.00 pm on the 26th Jan 2018. Please send you arrival derails to block rooms.
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IndiaPre-Conferenceof theConferenceonWorldMission andEvangelism
January24-26,2018,CNIBhavan,NewDelhi
Schedule

Dat e
24 J anu ar y

Tim e
1 0:00 - 1 0:3 0
1 0:30 - 1 1 :15

S essi on
Ar riva l, Regi stra tio n a nd Tea
Wo rship a nd Devoti on

1 1:1 5 - 1 2:00
1 2:00 - 1 3 :00

Ina ugu ra tio n
Key Note Tra nsform ing Discipl es hip:
Mission of t he Missio ns
Lunch
Missiona l Resp onses

1 3: 00 - 1 4:3 0
1 4:30 - 1 6:00
1 6:30 - 1 7:00
1 7:00 - 1 8:3 0

25 Ja nu ary

1 9:30 20:00
07:00 - 8: 00
09:00- 1 0:00

Refr esh ment
Missiona l Con ver sat ion 2
Missiona l E thi cs

1 2:00 - 1 3 :00

Mission Round ta bl e 1 ( Tab le Gr oup s)

1 3: 00 - 1 4:3 0
1 4:30 - 1 6:00

Lunch
Missiona l Con ver sat ion - 3
Tra nsform ing Di scipl esh ip: Mission al
Int er venti ons
Refr esh ment
Mission Int er face - 1 (S ha ring of
Out come)
Missiona l Rou nd ta ble - 2
Ecu menica l E vening Host ed by t he CIS RS
Di nner

1 7:3 0 - 18 :00
1 8:3 0 - 19: 3 0
1 9:30 20:00
07: 3 - 08 :30
09:00- 1 0:00
1 0:00 - 1 0:3 0
1 0:30 -11 :00
1 1:00 - 1 1 :30

Break F ast
Bibl ical Theol ogica l Reflecti on 2
Refr esh ment
Mission Round ta bl e - 3 (Ta ble Gr oup s)
Missiona l P ossibi liti es

1 1:3 0 - 1 2: 30

Mission Int er face - 2 Plena ry

1 2:3 0 - 1 3: 00
1 3: 00 -

Cl osing A ct
Lunch a nd Depa rtu re
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S p ea kers

Mr. J ian tha olu ng
Gonm ei
S hri. A lwa n Ma sih
Ms. Kari n Bo din

Rev. Dr. Daniel Ra t nak ara
Sa da na nda
Most Rev. Dr. Prem Cha nd S ingh
Rev. Dr. Jo oseop Keu m

Mrs. A ley a mm a Thoma s

Rev. Chri stop her Rajk um ar
Rev. Dr. Kennedy Dh ana b ala n
Rev. Dr. Roger Ga ik wad

Lt . Col. Da niel Da sar i
Ra ju

Rev. Dr. K M Geor ge
Sr . Dr. Teresa J oseph
Rev. Dr. David U d ay ak um ar

Break -fast
Bibl ical Theol ogica l Reflecti on - 1

1 0:00 - 1 0:3 0
1 0: 3 0 1 2:00

1 6:00 - 1 6: 30
1 6:30 - 1 7: 3 0

26 J anu ar y

Refr esh ments
Missiona l Con ver sat ion - 1
Reform ing Discip les hip: Mission of the
Missions
Di nner

Mod era tor / F acili ta tor

Rev. Dr. Daniel Ra t nak ara
Sa da na nda
Bish op M. A . Da niel

Rev. Dr. Su nil Ca leb
Fr. Dr. M. D. Thoma s
Dr . Bel inda B en net
Tra nsform ing Di scipl esh ip: Mission
fr om the Mar gins

Mrs. Ell a So naw ane

Dr . S us hant A gra wa l
Dr . Bi ma l Cha rles
Fr. . Dr . Mon odeep Dani el

Rev. R. Chr istop her
Ra jku ma r

Mr . Vinod J ohn Wesley
Pr of. Dr. Pa tt a
Devar aju
Rev. Dr . Vi ncent
Ra jku ma r

Missiona l E xp ressions
Ms. Celina Fal k
Prof. Dr. Ma mm an Va rk ey
Rev. Dr. Roger Ga ik wad
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IndiaPre-Conferenceof theConferenceonWorldMission andEvangelism
January24-26,2018,CNIBhavan,NewDelhi
ConceptNote
The theme of the World Mission Conference (WMC) - 2018 is “Moving in the Spirit: Called to
Transforming Discipleship.” This would be held in Arusha, Tanzania from 8 -13 March 2018. In fact, the
Indian Churches and the Mission Movements hosted the third World Mission Conference in Tambaram,
Tamilnadu, India in 1938. The Tambaram Conference focused on the importance of "Churches in
Mission" and affirmed the Christian Message i.e. Life in Fullness (John 10:10) and proposed dialogical
mission approaches with our neighbours and neighburhood. WMC – 2018 paves the way for the Indian
Churches and Mission Movements to consider our mission journeys and to examine how much we have
impacted the Indian Societies at large through the dialogue approach.
Asian and Global Mission Concerns
In fact we live in a world that that needs a lot of missional interventions. Today's mission requires a new
way of understanding the world / society. Accordingly, we need to discern afresh the role of Church
Leaders, Mission Workers, and the laity at large in mission. There are numerous mission movements in
our land. We have been working for centuries in communicating the gospel by adopting several
missional and diaconal interventions. Still, we are yet to appropriately position the Gospel of Christ that
affirms life 'of' all - life 'for' all. The recently held Asia Mission Conference (Oct 2017) suggested and
invited all the Asian Churches and Mission Movements to 'DO GOSPEL' and suggested a shift from Great
Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) to Great Commandment (Mark 12:28-31).
The World Mission Conference - 2018 also aims at exploring the meaning - role of congregations (the
Church) in mission work. 'Discipleship' or 'making disciples’ is a popular mission agenda for churches and
missions. Therefore, the WMC would like to encourage the global Christian communities and mission
fraternities to contemplate on mission methods of discipleship where people would involve in
transformative mission with the help of the Holy Spirit. The WMC has been inspired by the Jesus' model
of promoting discipleship as he reached out to people who had been socially, religiously, economically,
politically and traditionally rejected by the dominant society: Jesus was impacted by their struggles and
hopes and he responded to them by identifying with them, expressing solidarity with them, healing and
empowering them to give expression to the reign of God. Therefore mission means being open to being
changed (“transformed”) in response to what churches learn from the people at the margins of society
with whom they are working, the WMC says. Further, the WMC asserts one needs to be open to the
movement of the Spirit in current times and to the heart of the Christian faith, which calls for people to
be willing to take risks for their beliefs.
Indian Mission Concerns
Indian Churches and Mission Movement have been engaged in mission through evangelism and
diaconia for centuries. Indian Christians - very much part of India’s rich heritage, culture and the varied
pluralistic faith and ideological expressions – have also made significant contributions at different
stages of India’s history. Nevertheless, the contributions of Indian Christian Missions have been
overshadowed by communal stereotyping that portrays Christianity as a Western religion, an outcome
of colonialism, an evangelizing religion aimed only at converting people, involving in aggressive
mission of proselytization and making India a Christian nation.
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Christianity in India has been portrayed by the right wing fundamentalists as a
religion of conquest. But official records bear witness to the fact that, even after 2000 years of
Christian missiological and diaconal interventions, Indian Christians comprise only around 2.5% of
the Indian population. Indian Christian missions have largely focused on the transformation of lives by
‘preaching’ the gospel and ‘doing’ the gospel through education, health and developmental
interventions. It is regrettable that these constructive contributions are being deliberately overlooked.
The gospel of Christ has directly confronted the social injustices such as caste discrimination, gender
injustice and other social divides, and identified with socially, religiously, economically neglected,
excluded and discriminated communities that are pushed to the fringes of the society. Fundamentalist
right wing forces deliberately distort such reforming and transforming engagements of Indian Christian
Missions.
The traditional understanding of mission is identified by preaching the gospel to the so-called
‘unreached’, ‘unheard’ and ‘heathens’ whereas Indian mission in general has been engaged itself by
identifying with the socially, religiously, economically and politically marginalized, excluded and
discriminated communities. This is the uniqueness of the mission of Jesus Christ.
Indian Christian Mission Conversations - 2018
It is in the midst of contemporary contextual challenges, it is essential for a group of selected theologians,
missiologists and church and ecumenical organization representatives to reflect on the theme
'‘Transforming Discipleship: Mission of the Missions'. At this juncture it would be ideal for the Indian
mission fraternity to not only reflect and contribute but also to espouse the uniqueness of the nature of
Indian missions and expose the challenges to the wider mission contemporaries. This not only helps us to
contribute to the World Mission Conference, but also enables us re-think and re-imagine our missional
stand-points and goals for further missional deliberations for Christian mission in India. Therefore, the
National Council of Churches in India - Unity and mission joins the Church of North India Synod,
considers it imperative to plan and organize a Missional Consultation in the Indian context along with
the WCC - Council for World Mission and Evangelism, based on the theme of the WMC – 2018. This
conversation will take place in New Delhi, from 24-26 January 2018.
Aims and Objectives
• To reflect upon, and contribute to the theme of the World Mission Conference, from an Indian
perspective;
• To provide a common platform for various mission agencies in India to converse upon the realities of
our contexts and missional praxes, and to contribute the Indian silage to the World Mission Conference
and its theme as well as to suggest the inclusion of the Indian Missional Concerns in their missional
priorities; and
• To articulate a missiological framework relevant in the multi-religious Asian context.
Facilitation:
National Council of Churches in India – Unity and Mission
Host / Partnership:
Church of North India - Synod
Venue:
CNI Bhavan, # 16, Pandit Pant Marg, New Delhi.
Date:
24th to 26th January 2018
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Participants
• 40 Participants (including Mission workers from the Church Mission boards/Mission
organizations, Theological Faculty and Students, Community/Social Activists, Socio-Political
Scientists, Academicians, Church and Ecumenical Leaders).
Suggested Program Framework
• Scanning the Indian Context from Political/Religious/Social and Media Perspectives
• Listening to Academicians/Activists/Mission workers
• Studying and Responding to the Asia Mission Conference Draft Statement
• Suggesting proposals to the World Mission Conference 2018
Yours in God's Mission
Shri. Alwan Masih
General Secretary,
Church of North India -Synod
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Rev. R. Christopher Rajkumar
Executive Secretary, Unity and Mission
National Council of Churches in India
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Unity and Mission
National Council of Churches in Indian
P.O. 205, Christian Council Compound,
Civil Lines, Nagpur 440 001, Maharashtra
Ph: 0712 256 1464 | Email: mission@ncci1914.com

