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Letter from the President 

Tribal and Adivasi Sunday: A day to respect and be in solidarity with the indigenous people of India.  

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

Greetings from the National Council of Churches in India! 

We, the member churches and organisations of the NCCI, are preparing to celebrate yet 

another Tribal and Adivasi Sunday on the 9th of August 2015. The theme, "Tribals and 

Adivasis: Custodians of God- given Land and its Ecosystems" in tune with the theme of 

International Day of Indigenous people by the UN, is really befitting for the current Indian 

as well as international situation. It is a known fact that the indigenous people are those who 

lead a life close with mother earth, without disturbing the peaceful co- existence and 

equilibrium, and thus do service to the entire creations of God.  

It is condemnable that the Tribals and Adivasis, the true custodians of the land and the real 

stewards of ecosystems, are denied the right over land by using coercive powers. But, there 

is an increasing self- awareness and sense of rights among the Tribals and Adivasis in the 

21st century India. Education perforated among them, mainly through the work of the 

Christian missionaries, makes them to learn, understand, analyse and act on the 

discrimination they face because of the heinous caste system in India. But the fact is that the 

violence and the discrimination, which give many dividends to the oppressors, are rampant 

and the Tribals and Adivasis are destined to lead a life in which they face difficulties from 

these violence, atrocities and discrimination in an almost day to day basis. It is the 

responsibility of the Indian church to be in solidarity with the Tribals and Adivasis in India 

and give due recognition to them as the custodians of nature and eco- system.  

It is important to reiterate the right of the Tribals and Adivasis to choose their own way of 

life and faith affirmations. Their right to have self- esteem and cope with the new challenges 

in the twenty- first century should be adopted and supported by both the church and Indian 

society. While there is constitutional provision for the Tribals and Adivasis to avail 
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reservation (affirmative action), it is sad that the fruit of the system does not reach well to 

their hands. According to the ‘Socio- Economic and Caste Census 2011’ by the government 

of India, only below than 20% of the Tribals and Adivasis in India own land. Only a meagre 

1% of them have salaried job! So it is high time to have a paradigm shift in our approach to 

the lives and plight of the Tribals and Adivasis in India. Any form of discrimination and 

exclusion is against the will of God. Hence, let the Indian church express solidarity with the 

indigenous people in India by celebrating the Tribal and Adivasi Sunday on the 9th of 

August! 

With prayers 

Rt Rev Dr Taranath S. Sagar 

President,  

National Council of Churches in India.  

    

Foreword 

Tribal-Adivasi Sunday will be observed on 9th August 2015. The NCCI encourages you to 

celebrate Tribal-Adivasi Sunday as an important expression of our affirmation of and 

dedication to the gospel: the gospel is for all including Tribals and Adivasis. Many of us, who do 

not consider ourselves as Tribals/Adivasis, tend to overlook or neglect the importance of 

indigenous people in the vision and mission of God the creator. Those of us who belong to 

indigenous communities take our status for granted and therefore do not affirm our special 

position in God’s plans and purposes. Hence, NCCI appeals to all churches to give the 

observance of Tribal-Adivasi Sunday its due importance.    

The theme for this year is "Tribals and Adivasis: Custodians of God- given Land and its 

Ecosystems." This is in tune with the theme of UN’s International Day of Indigenous People, 

which is “Indigenous Peoples as Custodians of the Land and its Ecosystems.” 

The term “custodian of land and ecosystems” immediately brings to our mind the image of 

Adam and Eve as custodians of God’s Garden of Eden. Indeed Adam and Eve were 

indigenous people integrally related to land and all creation. In fact for most indigenous 

people, land, along with the ecosystem it supports, is the mark of their identity. When lands 

are submerged because of our development projects, indigenous people experience a 

vacuum, an emptiness, indeed ‘death’, because their very being and identity is taken away 

from them. When lands with their forests, rivers, indeed all flora and fauna, are destroyed to 

make way for concrete jungles and industries, the livelihood of the indigenous people 

(which is integrally related to their land and eco-system) is also taken away. Most of them 

are not suited to work in “unnatural” industries and hi-tech systems. They therefore face 

another death. 
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Today we are becoming increasingly concerned about global warming and the destruction 

of eco-systems. Scientists are beginning to talk about the onset of the sixth wave of mass 

extinction on the earth. When the care of mother earth is an emergency mandate, which best 

could help us to nurture, preserve and protect mother earth but the indigenous people who 

have lived in harmonious responsible relationships with nature. “The earth is the lord’s and 

the fullness thereof” says the psalmist. Paul in his epistle to the Romans observes that “all 

creation has been subjected to futility” because of human greed and their anti-ecological 

development economies, sciences and technologies. Indeed “creation is groaning for the 

revealing of the children of God.” Indigenous people are one expression of this revelation as 

custodians of God-given land and its eco-systems.   

Rev. Dr. Roger Gaikwad, 

General Secretary, 

National Council of Churches in India.  

 

Introduction 

“Woe to you who add house to house and join field to field till no space is left and you live alone in the 

land” (Isaiah 5: 8). 

The right of Tribals and Adivasis over cultivable land is a pertinent issue in the recent times. 

Encroachment on the land of Tribals and Adivasis by both the state and the affluent groups 

and individuals make them more vulnerable. On the one hand struggles to emphasise the 

right over land, especially the right over the ancestral dwelling places by the Adivasis are 

getting some kind of victories. The finest example is the ‘Nilppu Samaram’, which means 

‘standing struggle’ which was conducted by the Adivasis in Kerala demanding a set of basic 

requirements from the government and society of Kerala. They demanded for providing the 

status of scheduled area to Kerala’s tribal area, restoring the encroached and alienated tribal 

lands, implementing Forest Rights Act-2006, stoppage of privatising farmland and its 

redistribution among the landless Tribals. Also included are justice and rehabilitation for 

Muthanga (another place in Kerala where police gun-fired at the Adivasis who were in the 

land struggle) incident victims and their families, and special packages for the weakest 

sections among the Adivasis. The protest was characterized by “standing up”, standing as 

mode of protest, in front of the secretariat at Thiruvanathapuram. The Kerala state 

government was forced to yield to their demands and he struggle had a victorious end.  

On the other side, the grabbing of lands, where the Tribals and Adivasis live and earn their 

livelihood, is becoming rampant. The latest example for this is the new ordinance on land 

acquisition by the present central government, which will allow land grabbers to deprive 

millions, destroy agriculture, horticulture, rivers, forests, tree cover and mangroves to 

extract minerals as well as ground water, without replenishment at a pace that will not leave 
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anything for the next generation. The ordinance denies 'peace and good government', 

guaranteed to the scheduled castes and tribes, and permit infringement upon the right to life 

and livelihood of millions. The 'development' paradigm over the last many decades has 

already been undemocratic, ignoring the basic rights and space to communities which are 

the socio-economic-political units at the base of our democratic structure. The resources -- 

land, water, forest and minerals -- have been taken over and transferred to private investors 

through various acts which legitimised the phenomenon. The Special Economic Zone Act, 

the Mining Acts, Industrial Acts, and the National Highway Authority Act have provisions 

that empower the rulers to throw out the weaker sessions like Tribals, Dalits and Adivasis 

from their land, which they consider as the place which was turned into cultivable lands for 

the livelihood with their ancestors’ sweat. Projects of multinational companies such as 

POSCO, which have direct and indirect support of the unholy nexus of political parties and 

bureaucrats, are already doing encroachments in large scale depriving the Adivasis and 

Tribals of their land with an ulterior motive of unethical profit.  

Right over land is a crucial question for the Tribals, Adivasis and Dalits in India. Resistance 

of any type of grabbing of land, raising voices for the right on the cultivable land and 

transforming land into the capital for the upward mobility in the social ladder are the need 

of the hour. Forming a theology of Tribals and Adivasis in connection with the right over 

land is very important. The Bible gives many indications towards the right over land by the 

poor and the needy as we have read in Isaiah 5:8.  

The latest approach of the Hindutva groups, which they call as ‘Ghar Vapasi’ (Returning to 

home), is actually aiming mainly at the Tribals, Adivasis, and Dalits who have converted to 

other religions than Hinduism. The social activists rightly raise the question that ‘to which 

Ghar (house) do the Hindutva groups call the Adivasis and Tribals back?’ Tribals and 

Adivasis were never part of the four- fold caste system proposed by the Hindu religion. 

While the Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vysyas, and Sudras were considered as born from the body 

of Brahman (creator god) Adivasis and Dalits were not even considered as human beings. 

The rituals and belief pattern of the Adivasis were totally different than that of Hindus. 

Adivasis and Dalits cannot be considered, by any means, as Hindus. But the violent 

Hindutva movements are insisting that the converted ‘Hindus’ should come back to the 

‘house’, which is Hinduism. Different means of coercion and compulsion they are using to 

re- convert Adivasis and Dalits in different parts of India, are highly condemnable. This 

‘Ghar Vapasi’ is actually a blatant denial of the right of the Tribals, Adivasis and Dalits to 

choose their own religion and thus a violation of the human rights of these vulnerable 

communities. In that sense, it is a deliberate attempt to take back these vulnerable 

communities to an age in which they were slaves under the demonic caste system. It is the 

primary responsibility of the theologians and academicians to act against this blatant 

violation of human rights. The silence of the central government is a dangerous one and it is 

fearfully an indication to the conspiracy behind the ‘Ghar Vapasi’.  
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By upholding ‘Ghar Vapasi’, the Hindutva outfits are actually demeaning the act of Dr 

Ambedkar’s conversion into Buddhism along with lakhs of followers, which was a socio-

political act. While the right to be converted is denied to the Adivasis and Tribals, they are 

actually trying to curb the self- esteem of these people. They repeatedly allege that they are 

converted into Christianity by proselytisation. How does Indian church address these issues 

with a sense of urgency is a major question. The biblical understanding on the issues related 

with the casteism in India, the lives of the Tribals and Adivasis and the responses Christians 

should take in the current socio- political scenario is the need of the hour. This should be in 

no way limited to the academic circles, but should be spread across the country within and 

outside of the church. This year’s Tribal and Adivasi Sunday should be used as a platform 

for this kind of a response from Indian church. At a time like this ‘if you are silent, the stones 

would shout out’ (cf. Luke 19: 40). 

Rev Sunil Raj Philip                 Rt. Rev. Dr. Nelson Lakra 

Executive Secretary,                                           Chairperson,      

Commission on Tribals and Adivasis,         Commission on Tribals and Adivasis,  

National Council of Churches in India.     National Council of Churches in India.  

 

 

Order of Worship 

The Preparation: 

 The entire worship place or at least the altar could be decorated with plants or 

flowers. 

 Tribal or Adivasi musical instruments like drum, flute etc. could also be used to 

create an atmosphere of natural indigenous surrounding, adding meaning to this 

worship service. 

 Songs could be sung accompanied by indigenous musical instruments before the 

service starts. 

(Silence for some time preparing hearts as we enter into worship) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

(A short traditional Tribal or Adivasi poem, orally used or even written down on Nature, 

could be recited by a child in traditional dress of the Tribals or Adivasis at the beginning of 

the call of worship) 

https://www.google.co.in/search?safe=off&es_sm=93&q=proselytisation&spell=1&sa=X&ei=_nWbVY6eOce7mgXB77ToAQ&ved=0CBoQvwUoAA
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Leader:  Come! Let us worship and bow down to the creator of the whole universe! Our God 

calls us to be a blessing to whole creation and makes us custodians of the land and its 

ecosystem. The psalmist says “The heavens are the Lord’s heavens, but the earth he has 

given to human beings. The dead do not praise the Lord, nor do any that go down into 

silence. But we will bless the Lord from this time on and forevermore. Praise the Lord!” 

(Ps.115:15-18) 

     (OR) 

Leader: Come O People, the vast sky, the chirping birds, the flowing streams, all declare 

their Creator’s glory.  

All: We will joyfully and gratefully proclaim our Creator’s work 

Leader: Listen O People, the voice of the Lord calls us from the gushing waters; the voice of 

God calls us from the thunders. 

All: We will gladly and responsibly listen to the Voice 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Leader:  Creator of this universe, we gather here, this day, to worship you and observe this 

special Sunday for the Tribal & Adivasi communities. You are the one who formed the 

mountains and created the wind, made day and night. We seek your presence as we 

worship and glorify you. Open our eyes so that we will perceive the wonders of your works. 

Open our ears so that we might hear each other’s story and your voice interacting with us. 

Open our lips, so that we will speak of You. Pour out your Spirit upon all. Inspire us 

through this special day of worship to break down all tyranny and oppression, to gain for 

every human their reward and every human their due service, that each may live for all and 

all may care for each  so that we can become as one body as to be your worthy custodians of 

your creation. Amen. 

RESPONSIVE  READING 

Leader: Sing to the LORD, Praise the LORD! For God has delivered the life of the needy 

from the hands of evildoers (Jer. 20:13)  

All:  God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

Leader: Give thanks to God, who raises the poor from the dust and in whom the Tribals & 

Adivasis find their sustainer. 

All: God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
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Leader:  Give thanks to God, lover of Justice who established righteousness and peace all 

over the earth; who observes the misery and hears the cry of Tribal & Adivasis; who delivers 

them out from the oppression and injustice. 

All: God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

Leader: Give thanks to God, who has called us to be Custodians of His land and its 

ecosystems. 

All: God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: 

“How great thou art” 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder, 

Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made; 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 

Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 

 

Chorus:  

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to Thee, 

How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

 

Through the woods, and forest glades I wander, 

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees. 

When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur 

And see the brook, and feel the gentle breeze. 

 

And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing; 

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in; 

That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 

He bled and died to take away my sin. 

 

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart. 

Then I shall bow, in humble adoration, 

And then proclaim, "My God, how great Thou art!" 

 

  (OR) 
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“Sari Srishti Ke Malik Tumhi Ho” 

1. Sari shrishti ke malik Tumhi ho 

Sari shrishti ke Rakshak Tumhi ho 

Karte hai tujhko saadar pranam 

Gaate hai tere hi gungaan. 

Chorus: Ha...Ha...Ha...Halleluyah (7 times) Amen 

2. Sari shrushti ko tera sahara 

Sare Sankat se humko bachana 

Tere hatho mei jivan hamara hai 

Apni raaho pe humko chalana. 

3. Hum hai tere hatho ki rachna 

Hum par rehei teri karuna 

Tan man dhan hamara tera hai 

Inhe shaitaan ko chhune na dena. 

4. Ad dur nahie hai kinara 

Dhiraj ko hamare badana 

Jivan Kihamari naiyo ko 

Bhav Saagar mei khone na dena. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 

 

OLD TESTAMENT : Genesis 1: 26-31  

GOSPEL       :  Matthew 25: 31-46 

 

Thought provoking Enactment 

Any real incident that happened against Tribals or Adivasis with regard to Land issues 

could be enacted. 

 

A few Guidelines for Reflection 

* “The Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters” Genesis 1:2. It shows that 

God’s presence in the midst of creation and God works through the land, the waters, the 

tress, the wind, the rain and so forth. Every created thing- animate or inanimate- could be a 

dwelling of God. Therefore, it is a sacred space as it is here we encounter with God. 

* The Creator of the land and everything in it, made human beings as its custodians of  

this sacred planet Genesis 1:26-27.  
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* All the cattle, the birds of the air and the beasts of the field were brought to the human to 

be named. This indicates that human beings were entrusted with the responsibility to care 

and look after them.  

* It was not only humans those have life. These creatures also had life in them (Genesis 1: 30). 

This life is from the same Creator who created all of them. Hence, life is precious.  

* Every herb, tree, beast, bird was given for food, actually for a sustainable living, and not 

for exploitation for one’s own greed. 

* Today, the people who dwell with all these creation, in harmony with them, are evacuated 

from their places by the powerful multinational companies or even by the State for 

generating profits and meeting their own selfish interests. They are often lured with false 

promises and cheated of their ancestral lands that has not only sustained them but bear their 

history, culture and traditions. Many of them are displaced to places without proper means 

of sustenance and basic amenities. 

* The land is raped, exploited of her resources for the interest of few powerful people. Not 

only the people but the animals, the birds, the trees, the plants, all are deprived of their 

natural habitat.  

* The people and the land, the animals and the birds are all crying out. Are we listening to 

these cry? How have we been with the resources around us? With the environment that 

surrounds us? Have we washed our hands off from these issues saying it is not our problem, 

it does not concern us? With such issues prevailing amongst us, can we say justice prevails 

in our land, that there is peace? 

* The given text of St. Matthew says “...in as much as you did it to one of the least of these, you did 

it for me”. 

* What is our response today to the cry of the people and the land and the creatures? 

* Come lets evaluate if we have been an honest and true Custodians of God’s given land. 

 (Silence for reflection) 

CONFESSION 

Leader: “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 

confess our Sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

the unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:8-9).  Therefore let us confess our sins. 

(Keep a moment of silence introspecting oneself) 

Leader: O God your Word says, we are the temple where you want to stay. But because of 

our sins we forced you to go away from us. Lord we confess that our sins are too heavy to 
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carry and too real to hide. We have sinned against you and against our fellow humans and 

against creation which you have given us to be its custodians. 

All: God of creation, forgive us of our many sins. 

  

Leader: We confess that too often we have failed to acknowledge your presence amongst us. 

We have failed to realize that in loving your creation we see your will is being done. In fact, 

we have not loved our neighbours and our fellow creations. We have not stood in solidarity 

with them or shared our resources. Instead, we have used our power, authority and 

resources for our own selfish interests. 

All: God of creation, forgive us of our self-centredness. 

  

Leader: We confess that we have not cared for our Tribal and Adivasi brothers and sisters, 

who are struggling because of various injustices and violence against them. We have 

washed our hands off when violence is used and injustice is being done to people at the 

margins and creation as a whole. We have chosen to remain ignorant of things that are 

happening around us, when life has been taken away from your creation and people.  

All: God of Creation, forgive us for sitting on the fence and not taking sides. 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Leader: Our God is a merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in loving kindness, one 

who relents from doing harm. (Jonah 4:2). For those who truly repent, they find forgiveness. 

May God pardon us for things we have done and not done, knowingly and unknowingly, 

and give us strength through this repentance to carry forth God’s good works amongst 

us. Amen. 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe in One God, the creator of the universe, who created human community to be 

the custodians of God’s own creation and its ecosystem. We believe that from age to age 

God has raised the leaders and blessed them with courage to proclaim the Good News when 

people cried out in suffering, and that God has been the strength of Tribals and Adivasis in 

their suffering. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son who was born of the Virgin Mary, and in His 

divine and human nature he taught us all are equal through his words and deeds. We 

believe his baptism and descending of God’s Spirit upon him to bring good news to the 

poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind and to let the 

oppressed go free. We affirm that he suffered, died and was buried and on the third day he 

rose again in fulfilment of the scriptures. We affirm his ascension to heaven and look 

forward for his second coming and judgment. We affirm that Christ is with our Tribal and 

Adivasi brothers and sisters who are suffering and denied of their lands.  
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, who is with us now and always, who guides us and help us in 

doing God’s will, who gives love, strength, peace and courage to all people in the time of 

distress. 

 

We believe in the community of believers and believe that God called the Church into being 

in that community, who practices respect and equality, who breaks the walls which divide 

the human community and creation. We believe that this community strives and stands in 

solidarity for justice and peace of the whole creation.  

  

INTERCESSION 

Voice 1: We pray for all those who are lobbying for the rights of Tribals and Adivasis 

through Policy making, advocating the concerns of the Tribals and Adivasis and standing in 

solidarity with them. God, help them to find courage for what is true and just. Grant 

wisdom so that they will discern the needs of your people and lent helping hand to them. 

Response: Hasten O God the coming of your reign. 

Voice 2: We pray for all Tribal and Adivasi labourers who are landless and working in other 

people’s fields. As they work close to your creation day in and day out, bless them with 

wisdom to care for your creation, good health to sustain and provide their daily needs. May 

you be their protector, their continual helper in times of trouble, and their companion who 

comforts and guides. 

Response: Hasten O God the coming of your reign. 

Voice 3: We pray for all who are displaced from their lands, who face social discrimination 

and injustices. That they will have sustainable livelihood and accessible to the resources be it 

in terms of material or basic rights. 

Response: Hasten O God the coming of your reign. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (Modified version of the Lord’s Prayer) 

All: Our creator God who is with us, Holy be Your creations, May your reign come, 

Your will be done amongst us and in us. 

Give us our daily sustenance. Forgive us our Sins as we forgive those who do wrong us. 

Lead us not into ignorance, complacency and helplessness. Deliver us from injustice, 

exploitation and discrimination for yours is every creation, animate and inanimate 

forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

Closing Song 

An appropriate English/vernacular song could be used. A song with a Tribal/Adivasi tune 

along with indigenous musical instruments will be more meaningful.  
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Closing Prayer 

Help us to be planted in you so that we will ever seek your ways and do your will. 

Let Justice run down like water and righteousness like a mighty stream. May your Spirit 

disturb us until your creation is freed of all that denies life in them. Strengthen us, so that we 

will be co-workers in establishing your reign in us and amongst us. God of Tribes, join our 

hearts in unity and fill us with your love and courage. Lead us in the way of justice and 

peace. All these we ask in the name of the liberator Jesus Christ.  

Benediction 

“Seek good and not evil, that you may live” (Amos 5: 14) 

May the Spirit of the Creator God, animate us to do good; unsettle us when we do evil and 

choose not to side with good. May the Spirit always guide, counsel and comfort us. May the 

love of God be always sufficient to sustain us and the fellowship of Christ strengthen us, 

and the presence of the Holy Spirit renew and give us the courage to do well.  

 

 

 

 N.B: Please do take the freedom to use this worship order in the entire form or, in a 

translated version or. You may use only the selected parts of it or even remember Tribal and 

Adivasi Sunday in your own unique and creative forms of worship based on the theme.  

 Worship order prepared by: 

Ms Esther Ao is currently working as the intern of the Commission on Tribals and Adivasis 

of the National Council of Churches in India. She is from the Ao Naga tribe of Nagaland and 

belongs to the Dimapur Ao Baptist Church. She holds a degree in English Literature and has 

recently finished her Bachelor of Divinity from the Bishop’s College, Kolkata.  

Rev. Sandeep Samuel Hiskiel, is an ordained minister of the Church of North India (CNI) 

in the Diocese of Rajasthan. He is currently serving as the Presbyter-in-charge of All Saint's 

Church in Jaipur. He has done his theological studies (Bachelor of Divinity) from Bishop's 

college, Kolkata. 


