
 
 
The Youth  
Exchange programme as part of the XI Quadrennial Assembly of 
All India Council of Christian Women organised by the NCCI 
was held on 29th January 2015 at Alpha Retreat Centre, Edaco-
chin, Kerala. The theme of the Assembly was “Frustration in Life 
& Fullness of Life” on the basis which different activities and dis-
cussions were held. The delegates from different diocesans re-
ported for the registration of the Youth Exchange programme by 
noon. The delegates who attended the programme were from 
South Kerela, Central Kerela diocesan and North Kerela Dioce-
san of the Church of South India. 
 
The programme commenced by 10:30am after the tea with a 
prayer. All present there introduced one another through a sim-
ple game involving everyone. Rev. Sunil Raj Philip, Executive 
Secretary, Commission on Dalits NCCI, gave a brief summary of 
NCCI and its various activities. Mrs. Moumita Biswas, Executive 
Secretary, AICCW, ex-
plained about the XI 
Quadrennial Assembly 
of All India Council of 
Christian Women and its 
aim. 
 
Mr. Santhosh George 
Joseph, an activist work-
ing in an NGO, intro-
duced the topic of the 
programme, and the real 
world problems faced by 
the women in the name 
of gender; be it in old times or now in the present days. The 
source or medium might have changed but the suffering or the 
story remains the same. At the end of the spear it’s always wom-
en and children. 
 
 He divided the participants into two groups and gave them a 
story. One group was assigned to work on the biblical story of 
Vashti, and Esther, how Esther becomes queen and saves her 
people as well as herself from the king’s order to finish all Jews. 
While the other group was given the task of dealing with contem-
porary issue of the rape and murder of Manorama by the army 
followed by the nude protest of the Manipuri women’s in front of 
the army headquarters, and also about Irom Sharmila, a human 
rights activist on an indefinite fast for the past 14 years to repeal 
the draconian law of AFSPA (Armed Forces Special Protection 

Act) which has been wreaking havoc among the common people 
of Manipur. 
 
How many of us have read and heard the story of Esther? Al-
most all of us, but have we really thought about it, ponder over it, 
did we feel the pain and humiliation that Vashti felt, did we feel 

the fear, the uncertainty 
of Esther when she was 
sent away to become 

queen or when she becomes the queen or worst when she went 
out to meet to king without his call to plead for her people.  
We know the story of Esther but have we gone into the depth of 
the story. Have we considered about Vashti, given her a second 
thought or about Esther. How hard it must have been for Vashti 
to do the right thing, stand against the king and his order, 
against her husband’s wish even though she knew the conse-
quences wouldn’t be nice but still she stood firmly for her right. 
And even though we don’t know what happened to her as Bible 
doesn’t tell us but we can understand by the search of new 
queen that whatever it was, it wasn’t good. Also about the cour-
age required by Esther to go and talk to king about his order, 
that too after knowing the consequence of the last queen Vashti. 
This was the in the olden days, it’s history! But is that so?  
 Manorama who was taken by the army from her house without 
any warrant any cause or reasons, just taken away! Only to be 
found dead. She was raped and her body was harmed beyond 
imaginations. She was shot, cut, gang raped and then thrown 
away in some field only to be discovered dead. This enraged the 
women, the mothers in Manipur. They protested in front of the 
army headquarters going naked and shouting, calling “We all are 
mothers of Manorama rape us before you rape our daughters kill 
us before you kill our children’s”. Then the struggle of Irom 
Sharmila from Manipur who is in definite fast from 14yrs since 
she was 16yr old and now she is 29yrs. She gave the best time 
of her life, her youth for this violence, the killing, raping to stop, 
for the AFSPA to be removed from Manipur.  
 
Acting, script writing made youths to dive into the depths of the 
situations and know and understand it. Acting is forgetting the 
self and becoming the character. You are the character and the 

character is you. Thus, they could really connect themselves to 
the  
characters and realize the pain the inner turmoil of them. When 
we ourselves get involved, we want to know everything, go into 
the depths, and raise questions and search for answer. Getting 
involved in theatre, preparing for the act, moulding into the char-
acter, asking questions, group discussion knowing about the 
present situations of the  women in our society was really an eye
-opening experience or all  present there. 
 
Youth learned many things and they had fun playing, acting do-
ing drama, making the script etc. All had a great time, specifical-
ly for drama, art loving peoples it was spectacular.  
The number of participants could have gone up if proper com-
munication had been done well before hand with various 
Churches in the region. The lack of communication also led to 
the participants being in the blind about the timing of the pro-
gramme and encountering difficulties in the logistics. Altogether 
it was a nice learning experience for the youth; we intend to 
work on improvising it and making it more interesting for the 
youths to know learn and enjoy. 

Pre-Youth Assembly; AICCW , 29th January 2015 
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 There are “phones” and 
there are “smart phones”. 
What sets them apart? The 
ability to efficiently manage 
more applications, process data with greater speed, 
serve up menus contextually, use less energy re-
sources, etc. are all characteristics that define the 
“smart” in “smart devices”. 

 In an age of smart-phones, smart-cards, smart cit-
ies, and smart-everything, can the church also be-
come a “Smart Church”. In what way? Is it needed? 
Is it possible? This is what young people together to 
shared, debated, discussed and learned about in 
this program organized by NCCI Commission on 
Youth and Commission on Communications and 
Relations.         

   

A one day seminar entitled “Smart Church: Youth 
initiatives for an efficient, vibrant, communi-
cating Church” was held on February 17, 
2015 at Azariah House at National Council 
of Churches in India (NCCI) campus 

in Nagpur.  It was jointly organized by 
NCCI’s Commission on Youth and the Com-
mission on Communications & Relations. 
The purpose of this seminar was to provide 
space for young people from different 
Churches to come together bringing their 
own experiences and ideas towards en-
hancing the ministries of the Church, espe-
cially in their organizational aspects, and 
particularly in terms of consolidating the 
communication systems, tools and process-
es.   

            The program was divided into two parts, first 
part mainly being introductions and ses-
sions taken by various speakers, where in 
second part being group discussions and 
presentations given by them and the wind-
ing up of the program. The program was 
attended by 28 participants from several 
protestant denominations as well as Roman 
Catholic orders. 

The program started by praise and worship led by 
Ms. Mrinalini Pakhare, Ms. Madhuri Rebec-
ca Hembrom and Mr. Reuben David. Pastor 
Zuchon did the opening prayer. Then Rev. 
Caesar David, Executive Secretary of the 
Commission on Communications and Rela-
tions, outlined the scope of the program and 
welcomed everyone followed by felicitating 
the resource persons and giving there intro-
ductions.  

 

 The 1
st

 session was taken by Ms. Preety Kamble, 
President of Youth Synodical Youth Fellowship 
Committee of Church of North India. She in her key-
note address said that a Smart Church is a growing 
church with 
strong faith, 
helping the 
communities to 
come together 
for better admin-
istration and 
networking.  In 
her interactive address, she questioned the partici-
pants about their idea of a Smart Church. She also 
quoted Rick Warren from the book Purpose driven 
church: The church is a living organization; and it’s 
natural for it to grow, if it’ healthy.  If a church is not 
growing, it is dying.  She closed her program with a 
personal challenge: How would you and I make our 
church a smart and growing Church? 

 

The 2
nd

 session was taken by Prof. Dr. Kalpana 
Jadhav, Youth trainer and executive member of Ma-
harashtra Council of Churches (MCC). She started 
her session with the game “Chinese whispers” to 
demonstrate and observe the distortion of infor-
mation that the process of communication must be 
taken seriously. In her presentation she explained 
the various elements in the process of communica-
tion with special emphasis on points that the Church 
can use towards more efficient working. She also 
said that, one should find one’s own voice and exe-
cute it appropriately with Christian values, and that 
for the Church to be smart, its youth have to be 
smart and adept at linking the benefits of technolog-
ical advances to the work of the Church. 

The last session was taken by Rev. Sunil Raj Phil-
ip, Executive Secretary of the Commission on Dalits 
and Tribals , who spoke about the Opportunities 
and Pitfalls of smart communications. He highlight-
ed on the intra-personal and inter-personal forms of 
communication.  He also told about the emerging 
New Media where people can vent out their feelings 
when they are not heard in the Church. The two-
way communication that is characteristic of new 
forms of communication must be used by Churches 
to break out of some set patterns and structures 
that have been limiting and hindering the efficiency 
of the Church.  He then cautioned about how the 
overuse of gadgets can sometimes lead to un-
deruse of information thereby resulting in barriers 
between people. 

After lunch, the participants were divided into 4 
groups with 3 questions to think about, discuss and 
bring their findings to the plenary. 

  

The discussions were very lively and engaging, and 
as such, clearly brought out youth ideas, aspirations 
and hopes towards initiating the move towards 
greater efficiency in Churches.  

The outcome was quiet nice, efficient and effec-
tive. Below mentioned are the findings of the 
seminar presentations and discussions: 
 

1. What is a “Smart Church"? 

A smart church is a church which 

 uses its resources and situations effectively and 
efficiently to spread the love of God or the good 
news, 

 motivates and engages its members in the life and 
growth of the church and successfully motivates 
and engages members in the life and growth of the 
Church 

 caters to spiritual and the other needs integrally 

 is a catalyst for people becoming acquainted with 
the love of God 

 is a growing fellowship where sustainable commu-
nities are built up 

 is a networking Church that helps and is helped by 
other churches 

 uses new media, both digital and non-digital to 
share, engage and reach to various people groups 

 gives evidence to democratization in communica-
tion and other processes used by the Church 

 uses lesser resources to accomplish more by em-
ploying smart management techniques and tools 

 is focused and stable in its short-
term and long-term goals 

 integrates the functions and min-
istries of the Church to being 

seamless and non-conflicting processes 

 

 2. What are the Communications related 

hindrances/obstacles to efficiency in the 

local Church? 

Following are the barriers which hinders the church 
from becoming a Smart Church:     

 Generation gap 

 Communication gap 

 Lack of simplicity 

 External barriers such as undeveloped infrastruc-
ture 

 Lack of funds leading to inability to harness the 
offerings of development 

 Lack of motivating and/or efforts by Church com-
mittees 

 Casual mindset towards the youth initiatives / lack-
adaisical response 

 Lack of skill / awareness of the use of media and 
communication in church 

Fear of change 

Digital divide 

 Lack of ownership 

 Hierarchical structures and processes 

 Lack of inter-personal communications and rela-
tionships 

 Misplaced priorities 

 

3. How can the Church benefit from ad-

vances in information and Communication 

Technology? List youth initiatives. 

The Church can benefit from advances in infor-

mation’s and communication technology by 

 Sharing information,  

 Education and media literacy,  

 Networking,  

 Cross-learning’s,  

 Mutual encouragement and help are some of the 
elements that need attention and action 

Now with Communication made easy  

O one can communicate to a wider audience   

O can get instant information’s  

O It is an attractive means for youngster 

O Better documentation 

O Better structure and system 

 

Initiatives by Youth 

 Educate oneself and other 

 Raise Fund to bring this technology to 
their churches  

 Show the better side of technology to 
the doubters. 

The program ended on a note of promise as enlight-
ened youth were found to have been inspired to 
continue explorations at their local and regional lev-
els, spread the idea in their networks and seek out 
opportunities to put into practice the ideas shared 
and learned at this seminar towards being an effi-
cient, vibrant, communicating Church and thereby 
an effective, relevant and a “Smart Church”. 

 

Smart Church:  
Youth initiatives for an efficient, vibrant, communicating 

Church 
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TAKE A STEP… 

YOUNGSTER TAKING INITIATIVES…  

Walk the streets with happiness around #TAS 

A step can change people’s life, and the 

step we would gladly take. Take a step 

is not just an organization; it aims at 

reaching out to the less privileged in 

every way possible. A small group of 

youth with eyes filled with hope to 

make this world a better place, a hub of 

talent with hearts filled with courage to 

do the right, a god’s army marching on-

ward... taking a step! Take a step was 

formed by students from various walks 

of life. The TAS family has 30 youth 

from Nagpur. We work like a lifeline 

and more like social healers, who 

would be ready to help people in need, 

any kind of genuine help at any hour. 

Take a step, as the name suggests be-

lieves in taking a step towards healing. 

Our main focus is on the needy and op-

pressed, but we are happy to lend our 

help to anybody in need. Few youths who 

have taken the initiatives to do some-

thing…something many of us want to do, for the 

needy downtrodden peoples in streets, roads.  

“It started by a simple thought of how blessed we 
are, visiting slums and seeing peoples on street 
made me want to do something for them, to give 
them hope and show them God’s love”;  says the 
Nagpur based 21 yrs old Jeswin Rajan. He shared 
it to his friends and most of them said they also 
wanted to do something for the needy and help-
less people, help them but they needed some op-
portunity.  This gave him an idea;  he along with 
Amol and Hanok started a group “ Take a Step” to 
share God’s love  and help them, bring hope and 
joy to all these people on streets, the beggars, the 
kids, the homeless, the migrants etc. They started 
by visiting those peoples, talking to them, know-
ing them their problems, the difficulties they are 
going through and the different challenges they  
have  to face on day 

 to day basis. He 
says about his friends on   street “It’s crazy to 
know that they are so alike us. Same dreams, 
same hopes, dreams about future”. This one kid 
they met outside a mall impressed them with his 
talents of acting like all the Bollywood actors and 
sang a few beautiful filmy numbers. When asked 
what he wants to become once he grows up he 
says “ Mujhe hero banna hai”(I want to become a 
hero). Like this kids many kids with different 
dreams to become Cricketers, actors, painters etc 
they met with simple normal dreams.  They al-
ways try to give those kids foods instead of giving 
them money. They also teach the kids on streets 
and help them with whatever possible. They try to 

follow them up and keep a track on their well be-
ing. 

They have also made their mission to help the 
people met with an accident; to 1st inform the po-
lice after witnessing the accident and taking the 
causalities to the hospitals. Last month they took 
5 peoples to the hospitals who had met with some 
or other kind of accident. Not only this but they 
also take the sick from the streets, admit them to 
the hospitals and take care of all their medical 
bills. This man they found in street was so sick 
that he could not get up and eat the food some-
body had kept in front of him. When inquired 
about him to nearby peoples, they said he was 
there from 2-3 days. So these guys called the po-
lice, informed them and took the man to the hos-
pital. He was admitted in a hospital and they took 
turns to stay with him in hospital.                       .                            

Today this man is healthy and perfectly fine alive. 
Jeswin says its gives us a great deal satisfactions 
and happiness to see him smiling and talking 

whenever meet him.   

When the temperature 
soared to the peak this win-
ter reaching about 5 de-
grees, we were all warm 
would at our homes enjoy-
ing the season. But our 
brothers and sisters on the 
streets were just hoping this 
all just pass. Take a step de-
cided to give out blankets to 

these people. During the night they went to differ-
ent areas of Nagpur distributing blankets. 

 On Hanoks birthday they made food packets of 
pulaw for 150 peoples and went out to streets 
after dusk to give food packets.  Recently they 
along with NCCI and the Nagpur Medical College 
organised a blood donation camp at NCCI Cam-
pus, Nagpur for donating their blood requesting it 
to be shared with the poor and needy who cannot 
afford to buy blood for their treatment. Many 
youths from various colleges and fields took part 
in this event and donated their blood. After that 
whole team along with NCCI interns went out to 
give food packets to the street people.  

This all piped my curiosity, making me voice the 

question raising in my head, “Without any outside 

help how 

 

 

 do they raise funds for all these works; to this the 

answer given was amazing. Everyone do some-

thing or the other on their own or together to 

raise funds like making cards etc at festive season 

or having food stall in feat. Jeswin is a music 

teacher for small children's in St. Thomas Public 

School where as Amol and Hanok like photog-

raphy so they do different shoots and events for 

raising funds. etc.  

Jeswin Rajan is currently doing his M.A in Sociolo-

gy from Hislop College. His aim is to provide a 

platform to the young people for working or help-

ing the society. Maybe make sub cell of his group 

‘Take a Step’ in every colleges and inspire and 

help and aware the youngster of the moral duties 

we have as a human, a need to help each other 

for a better future, a beautiful world.  He believes 

that God has a purpose for everyone and but 

many a times due to lack of recourses or platform 

people fail to fulfill it. So for him its his calling to 

help people fulfill their God’s plan for them. 

Vernon Joash Meshramkar has just given his 11th 

exams and is a very active member of the group. 

He is an awesome musician. He further throws 

light on their activities telling about how music 

helps them to connect to the youth. When asked 

what is his aim he says I have not yet decided but I 

know I want to make my career in social work. He 

says he has got good friends in Jeswin and Nehe-

miah Sudeep Kulothungan who are not only God 

fearing but a very good influence on me, always 

helping me and teaching me, guiding me.  

When asked what message would they like to give 

to all the youths out there, Take a Step team 

urged all the youth to ‘Take a Step’ to help those 

around us; and they would be more than privi-

leged to organise various programmes for the less 

fortunate by the will of God and  welcome any 

help. They also urged everybody to be a social 

healer so that we, children of God live a happy life 

as one big family.”  
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On 21
st
 March’2015 Durgapur Di-

ocesan Youth Fellowship Orga-
nized a Quiz Competition from the 
Book of Joshua “Joshua 
Cup’2015” at Ascension Church, 
Purulia.  

It was a one day program. In this Program Diocesan Youth 
Chairperson Rev. 
Pankaj Pande, Diocesan 
Youth President Mr. 
Sudip Singh , Diocesan 
Youth Secretary Ms. 
Sukanya Mandi  & Dioc-
esan Youth Treasurer 
Mr.Souvik Das were also 
Present.  Program was 
wonderfully hosted by 
team DDYF, with the 
support of youths of As-

cension Church, Purulia, a huge effort given by Youth Chairper-
son Rev. Pankaj Pande. Rev.Subrata Sarkar and the presbyter 
in charge of Ascension Church, Rev. Kisanta Tudu  were greet-
ed with a bouquet of flower. 

    

Total 7 Churches participated in this quiz contest. The churches 
who participated were St. Barnabas Church, Purulia, Ascension 
Church, Purulia, Bankura  Central Church, Sarenga Central 
Church, Durgapur United Church, St. Bartholomew Church, 
Adra & Kalna Pastorate. All the questions for the Quiz was pre-
pared by Rev.Subrata Sarkar and questioned by him. The quiz 

competition consisted of 3 rounds. Final 
round was 
between St. 
Barnabas 
Church & 
Durgapur 

United Church.  

After a  very tough competition in-
deed Durgapur United Church won 
the round.  

Thus winning the Quiz. No Doubt 
Other Churches also performed 
very well, so all the churches were 
gifted with a small token of Love on 
Behalf of DDYF for contesting. 
Then the Joshua Cup 2015 was 
handed over by Rev.Subrata Sarker to the Durgapur United 
Church.  

 

In his concluding message Rev. Sbrata Sarkar said ”In his days 
when they were young, youths were well behaved and decent, 
but bible related understanding was not much, whereas today’s 
youths are very knowledgeable regarding Bible”. It was very en-
couraging for the youths present to being complemented and 
praised by him and they all were indeed vey grateful to God for 
gracing them with his wisdom & Knowledge.   

by 

Sukanya Mandi 
Youth Secretary,DDYF 

Diocese of Durgapur,CNI 

 

     

If 
   
 

If you can keep your head 
when all about you 

  Are losing theirs and 
blaming it on you, 

If you can trust yourself 
when all men doubt you, 

  But make allowance for 

their doubting too; 
If you can wait and not be 

tired by waiting, 
  Or being lied about, don’t 

deal in lies, 
Or being hated, don’t give 

way to hating, 
  And yet don’t look too 
good, nor talk too wise: 

 

 

 

 

 

If you can dream—and not 
make dreams your master; 
  If you can think—and not 
make thoughts your aim; 

If you can meet with Tri-
umph and Disaster 

  And treat those two im-
postors just the same; 

If you can bear to hear the 
truth you've spoken 

  Twisted by knaves to 
make a trap for fools, 

Or watch the things you 
gave your life to, broken, 
  And stoop and build ’em 

up with worn-out tool 

 

If you can make one heap 
of all your winnings 

  And risk it on one turn of 
pitch-and-toss, 

And lose, and start again 
at your beginnings 

  And never breathe a 
word about your loss; 

If you can force your heart  

 

 

and nerve and sinew 
  To serve your turn long 

after they are gone, 
And so hold on when there 

is nothing in you 
  Except the Will which 

says to them: “Hold on!” 

 

If you can talk with crowds 
and keep your virtue, 

  Or walk with Kings—nor 
lose the common touch, 
If neither foes nor loving 

friends can hurt you, 
  If all men count with you, 

but none too much; 
If you can fill the unforgiv-

ing minute 
  With sixty seconds’ worth 

of distance run, 
Yours is the Earth and eve-

rything that’s in it, 
  And—which is more—
you’ll be a Man, my son. 

 

 By  

 Rudyard Kipling  

“Joshua Cup’2015”  

Durgapur Diocesan Youth Fellow-

ship 

Diocese Of Durgapur,CNI 

21st March’2015  
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